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special report

PrivateEducation
A look at some of what is available in Cyprus from kindergarten to university

More than just
exam results
If an education is worth paying for, if must also include
a broad and challenging curriculum that stretches
beyond the examination syllabus says Tracy Philips
AST week, a French
study published in
the British Journal
of Educational Psychology showed that both
boys and girls perform better when they are told that
tests are part of their ﬁnal
assessment, but do not put
them in direct competition
with their classmates. Basically boys like competitive
assessments and girls don’t.
So girls underperform in
competitive
assessments

L

but boys tend to underperform if assessments don’t
count at all. So telling them
that the tests count, but as a
way of helping them to learn
rather than a way of ranking them against each other
works for everyone. Why is
this important? Because
mixed education is the norm
in Cyprus and when parents
are looking at schools, they
might want to know how the
children are taught, how often they are tested and why.

Some parents might view
endless testing and class
rankings as all part of a good
education, but that is not
necessarily the case.
I am not a big fan of endless
testing in school, or singlesex schools for that matter.
Having attended one myself, I tend to steer clear of
them, which is not difﬁcult
here. I have only ever taught
in mixed schools and made
sure my children all attended mixed schools both here

and in the UK. But one of
the difﬁculties of teaching
boys and girls together is
that boys and girls do tend
to have very different learning styles. This is of course
outweighed by the many
advantages of a mixed education. Where else in life is
anyone ever in a single-sex
environment, apart from
possibly the army? But it
is an issue that has caused
numerous problems in the
whole UK examination sys-

tem. Modular exams were
introduced to suit different
learning styles, essentially
that of girls (and broaden
the curriculum, with sadly
the opposite effect), but
boys tend to do better with
terminal
examinations.
Now there has been a total overhaul of the exam
system and there is a move
back towards terminal examinations in A Levels and
GCSEs.
With less exam pressure

over a two-year course like
A Levels (the IB always had
terminal
examinations),
there is more time to actually educate children rather
than focusing on preparing them for examinations
all the way through. Continuous examinations and
testing are actually counter-productive and antieducational. And educating
children is what schools are

TURN TO PAGE II

X
March 10, 2013 • SUNDAY MAIL

PrivateEducation

Get all the benefits of private
school while staying overnight
New facility for boarders was purpose built in 2011 close to the school
UPILS attending PASCAL
English School Lefkosia
boarding school as of September 2013, will have exactly the same options as all other
PASCAL English School Lefkosia
pupils, only they will be staying in
the modern state of the art facilities.

P

The study programme
One of the main competitive
characteristics of the school is its
six-year secondary education programme. Upon their graduation
pupils are awarded the Apolytirion, which is a secondary school
leaving qualiﬁcation recognised
as a university entry qualiﬁcation
in the UK and worldwide. In addition to their Apolytirion, PASCAL
English School pupils have an option of obtaining other secondary school leaving qualiﬁcations
awarded by other bodies such as
IGCSE and GCE A levels (awarded by Cambridge International
Examinations or Edexcel) or The
Diploma of the International Baccalaureate (awarded by the International Baccalaureate).
In Years 1-3 the school offers a
high standard of broad education and sets the foundations for
more specialised learning in Years
4-6. The subjects taught are: English, Greek as a foreign language,
French, Mathematics, History,
Science (Physics, Chemistry and
Biology), Geography, Art, Music,
Physical Education and Information Technology. All subjects are
taught in English from Year 1,
apart from Greek as a foreign language which is taught in Greek.
Pupils who are Greek language
native speakers follow Greek as
a ﬁrst language programme and
once a week they have Religious
Knowledge in Greek.
In Years 4-6 the school offers a
complete programme of studies
which consists of four core subjects (English, Greek as a foreign
language, Computing and Physical
Education) and three to six additional optional subjects (various

Boarding pupils have inpatient and
outpatient medical coverage in addition
to the 24-hour stand by GP
subjects from the arts, social sciences and natural sciences), leading towards the Apolytirion. Pupils
may sit for the IGCSE exams, AS
and A level exams in Years 4, 5 and
6 respectively. In Year 5 pupils may
join the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme in which
case, in addition to their Apolytirion after six years they may exit
with The Diploma of the International Baccalaureate.
The International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme (IBDP)
The IBDP is a unique pre-university two-year course which
equips pupils with the skills and
attitudes necessary for success

in higher education and employment. Holders of The Diploma of
the International Baccalaureate
have access to the world’s leading
universities (Oxford, Harvard and
the Sorbonne were among the ﬁrst
universities to recognise the IBDP
in the early 60s). The course may
be taken by pupils who either need
it for entry to universities of their
choice or who are simply attracted
by its challenges and have the motivation to meet its high demands.
The Diploma of the International
Baccalaureate is awarded to pupils
who successfully complete all the
requirements of the course. The
awarding body is the International
Baccalaureate. To qualify for the

Diploma pupils must follow a total
of six subjects over a period of two
years in Years 5 and 6. Subjects
are offered at two different levels,
higher level (HL) and standard
level (SL) and pupils must complete three subjects at higher and
three at standard level. Furthermore, pupils must complete a mini
scale research paper, Extended
Essay, of around 4,000 words on
a topic of their choice; they also
must complete a course in critical thinking, Theory of Knowledge
and write a 1,200-1,600 word essay
on a given topic. Over a period of
two years pupils need to complete
a programme of Creativity, Action
and services whereby pupils contribute to their wider community.
Admissions policy
Overseas pupils are admitted
all year round based on their latest progress report and/or skype
interview. Pupils may be given a
diagnostic test in English or Mathematics in order to ensure their
proper placement and to gauge
the level and amount of additional
support they may require. Pupils
coming to Year 1 from Cyprus private and state schools are required
to take an entrance examination in
Mathematics and in Greek if that
is their ﬁrst language or in English
if they are native English speakers. Pupils whose ﬁrst language is
other than English or Greek take a
diagnostic English test on the day
of the entrance examinations.
Accommodation
Boarding school pupils stay in
the accommodation facility which
was purpose built in 2011 and is located relatively close to the school.
Rooms are fully equipped with the
necessary furniture. The boarding
facilities contain everything pupils
may need, such as gym and swimming pool. The accommodation
is pleasant, modern and comfortable.
Boarding life
The school has a psychologist
who is available for counselling.
Should the need arise, pupils may
seek out counselling help by themselves or may be referred by the
school. Boarding pupils have inpatient and outpatient medical coverage in addition to the 24-hour
stand by GP. During weekends and
school holidays, pupils may choose

to sign up for activities, visits or
excursions organised and supervised by the school.
Teachers always stay and supervise the pupils in the boarding
facility. This teacher supervision
includes home study and ensures
that homework is done. Additionally, pupils in Years 1, 2, and 3 may
follow the All Day School programme should a need for more
substantial help be identiﬁed in
speciﬁc subjects.
Pastoral care
The school’s pastoral care system is efﬁcient as it reaches out
to every single pupil in school. A
central principle underlying the
pastoral system is that young people are most likely to be successful academically if they feel secure
in their school environment. To
this end, the school places great
emphasis on the importance of
effective induction and ongoing
guidance for each pupil. Through
the systematic in-depth approach
to pastoral care the school believes that pupils are educated to
become knowledgeable and balanced young people, aware of the
world around them. The aim is to
send into the world young adults
who have self-discipline, who are
prepared to work hard and are
equipped to fulﬁl their own potential. Pupils are taught to be compassionate and well-mannered, to
respect other people as individuals, to appreciate the richness of a
multi-ethnic, multi-cultural global
community, to take pride in their
appearance, to express themselves
clearly and to be principled critical
thinkers.
University applications/careers
counselling
The school runs an ongoing higher education counselling service
regarding further studies, university applications as well as career
choices. More speciﬁcally, the
school organises relevant presentations, holds interviews with
pupils/parents/guardians regarding optional subjects and advises
pupils on external qualiﬁcations
(LNAT, BMAT, UKCAT). The
school handles the university applications and organises career/
university visits. A work experience programme which supports
the pupil’s portfolio is supervised
by the school.
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Terra Santa now partner with Uni of Cyprus
SIGNIFICANT
changes
are taking place at Terra
Santa College, the oldest
educational establishment
in Cyprus. As of the coming
academic year 2013-2014,
the school will be an ofﬁcial
partner to the University of
Cyprus, becoming in effect
the centre for model teaching and striving for educational excellence, using
programmes specially designed by the university. The
teachers of the school will
be trained by the university
while all programmes will
be regularly reviewed, improved and corrected where
it is deemed necessary. The
process will be ongoing and
will widen every year to cover the whole school. For the
coming year the programme
will apply for the ﬁrst class
of the Gymnasium.
In the meantime, the school
is now assuming a new character, with a major face lift
taking place, as construction
works for the renovation of
the building continue. Last
year, the classes for the Gymnasium and the Lyceum were
delivered with fully equipped
physics, chemistry, biology
and computer labs, all sporting modern facilities, with
central heating and air conditioning.
School history
The school was established
in 1646 in old Nicosia by a
group of monks of the Order of Saint Francis of Assisi
(Franciscan Fathers). They

called it Terra Santa School
(School of the Holy Land)
and it ﬁrst functioned as a
primary school. In 1955 the
school moved to its new location in central Nicosia, in the
heart of the Acropolis area.
The school now comprises of
a kindergarten (3 to 6 years
old), primary school (6 to 12
years old), gymnasium (12 to
15 years old) and lyceum (15
to 18 years old).
The pupils study in a truly
multi-ethnic and multi-cultural environment. Pupils
from all communities and
religious groups of Cyprus
blend harmoniously together,
creating a haven of peaceful
coexistence, all striving to
achieve academic excellence
and to promote the motto
of the founders of the school:
Virtue, Diligence and Creativity. The School Leaving
Certiﬁcate is recognised by
the government of Cyprus as
equal to government schools’
Leaving Certiﬁcate. It is also
recognised as an extra GCE
by universities of the UK.
Individual attention
Is the essence of the thinking of the founders of the
school, which today forms
the milestone of its thoughts.
The school strives to give children the kind of individual attention which is not available
in public schools or other big
private schools. Individual
attention is the critical component in its educational
philosophy, a philosophy
squarely rooted in classical

The cooperation agreement between the University of
Cyprus and Terra Santa College was signed on January
28 by the Dean of the University Dr Costas Christophides
and the Head of the Custody of the Holy Land-Jerusalem
Rev. Padre fra Pierbattista Pizzaballa ofm
Graeco-Roman educational
tenets.
Terra Santa College believes
in small classes to create
conditions that encourage
learning and form the ideal
environment for individual
attention. In the Lyceum,
classes have on average 15
students. It’s much easier to
ﬁnd out how a child learns
and what makes him tick
academically and in every
other way when you can get
to know him. Another advantage is that small classes permit more academic ground
to be covered. The child is
exposed to more information
and learns more because he
receives more individual attention.

The curriculum
Has been developed to
provide pupils with the necessary qualiﬁcations to continue with higher studies at
universities in Cyprus and
abroad (mainly Greece, the
UK and Italy). Italian is rigorously taught as well as English, in all classes, and pupils
gain good communicative
and writing skills of the language as well as the external
qualiﬁcations that are needed to see them secure places
at Italian and British universities. After the Gymnasium,
pupils can choose to move on
to the English Section, which
leads to external examinations (Edexcel) or stay in the
Greek Section, which leads

Entrance examinations will be held on Monday April 8 at
15:30. Application forms and past papers can be obtained
from the secretary at: 12 Lycourgos Street, Acropolis, Nicosia
between 07:30 and 14:30, daily. Registration for all classes
for school year 2013-2014 is also possible, provided there are
vacancies. terrasantacollege@cytanet.com.cy, For further
details visit web site: http://www.terrasantacollegecyprus.org
to the Pancyprian examinations.
Why choose Terra Santa?
1. The school thrives on its
tradition and history of excellence.
2. It offers a safe and ideal
learning environment. The
pupils are closely monitored
so that any problems that
may arise are tackled immediately.
3. The academic proﬁle of
each and every pupil is closely scrutinised so that corrections are made where needed.

4. As a non-proﬁt making establishment, the school asks
for very low fees compared to
other private establishments.
These fees are furthermore
generously subsidised by the
government for members of
the minority religious groups
of Cyprus. This is because the
school is considered to be a
community school.
5. The school provides all requirements for its pupils for
further study either in Cyprus
or abroad.
6. The school has great, new
facilities for all sorts of activities, including sporting ones.
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Love of learning nurtured
in welcoming environment
Small class sizes follow English
national curriculum from 2 to 18

ILVERLINE Private School
offers quality education for
children from two years
to 18 years. Set in its own
spacious grounds in leafy open
countryside just minutes from the
bustling Limassol city centre, this
purpose built school offers a rich
and unique learning environment
for all students from kindergarten
to A-level.
The English national curriculum is taught in small class sizes,
where the excellent teaching standards and state of the art facilities
come into their own. Silverline is
privileged to offer students modern, purpose built facilities including a dance studio, ICT suite and
all-weather multi-sports pitch.
The learning environment is enriched by the latest technology,
enhancing learning possibilities
and providing a portal to the world
beyond classroom walls. All the
learning spaces within the school,
including kindergarten, are enabled through wireless connectivity and resourced with interactive

S

whiteboards. An extensive extracurricular programme of afterschool clubs and activities are offered, where individual talent can
shine through in sports, music,
art, crafts, drama and sciences.
But this uniquely resourceful
school offers much more than exceptional facilities and a beautiful
and privileged location to its students. At Silverline, the ethos of
the school permeates every level
of academic tuition and its associated activities. Every student
is valued; the excellent teacher/
student ratio means individual
contributions are respected, encouraging a sense of security, belonging and a healthy belief in the
student’s own self worth. Highly
qualiﬁed, professional and enthusiastic teaching staff are committed to ensuring your child’s development and love for learning is
nurtured in a welcoming, secure
and educationally thriving environment.
From kindergarten, where the
importance of learning through

play is encouraged and facilitated
through creativity and recreational activities, through to Primary
and Secondary school, where the
rich, balanced curriculum challenges stimulate students, the
emphasis is on producing young
people who are responsible, compassionate, conﬁdent and eager
to learn. At Silverline students
are encouraged to be creative and
ﬂexible thinkers, as well as academically high achievers. Learn-

At Silverline students are encouraged to
be creative and flexible thinkers, as well as
academically high achievers
ing should be enjoyable. Understanding essential life skills such
as using initiative, working in collaboration, being part of a team,
are also important lessons.
Silverline embraces the unique
partnership established between
staff, students and parents. This
dynamic relationship is an integral
element of the school’s success.
A school can only thrive when
children, parents and staff work
together as a powerful, cohesive
team, where communication and
support are actively encouraged
and respected. Silverline does
both; a family school where students enjoy being part of a growing family.
Choosing the right school for
your child is one of the most important decisions a parent will
ever make. Words and pictures
can only provide a small insight

into life at Silverline Private
School. The school’s open door
policy welcomes visitors to Silverline Private School. See for yourself why Silverline is special.
“I have watched the growth of Silverline School from its inception
to the present day and have been
impressed by the commitment of
the school management team to
the professional development of
their staff. The teachers not only
have the highest expectations of
their pupils but they also genuinely care for them. I have seen teaching of the highest calibre in this
school and teachers who are committed to providing the best possible learning experience for the
children in their charge and enabling each individual to achieve
their maximum potential,” says Dr
Hazel Agnew, PGCE Course Director, Buckingham University.
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Quality education for students from 2yrs – 18yrs
Words and pictures offer but a small insight into life
at Silverline Private School.
Visit us in person to discover the rich and unique
learning environment our students enjoy.

Freedom to learn, freedom to play, freedom to grow…
REGISTER NOW FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2013 – 2014

4A Griva Digeni | Trachoni | 4651 | Limassol | Cyprus
T. (+357) 25 716 361 | E. admin@silverlineschool.com | www.silverlineschool.com
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University of the West of
England degrees in Cyprus
ALEXANDER
College
works in close collaboration with the University of
the West of England (UWE)
in Bristol to offer its students access to highly competitive UK undergraduate
and postgraduate degree
courses. The Guardian’s UK
University Rankings 2013
lists UWE as “the highest
ranking UK University currently offering degrees in
Cyprus.” The courses are
delivered at Alexander College here in Cyprus (UWE
Larnaca Campus), which allows for a more convenient
and considerably less costly
student experience without
compromising the standard
of education. Once studies
are completed, graduates
are awarded a UK degree directly from the University of
the West of England.
The college offers a selection of creative and academic courses at both undergraduate and postgraduate
level and short courses are
offered for individuals who
want to improve or learn
a new skill and start a new
career. Undergraduate honours degree courses require
three years to complete and
are available in Graphic Design, Interior Design, Landscape Architecture, Pho-

tography, Fashion, Fine Art,
English/English Language,
Law, Criminology and Business Management. It should
be noted that students who
complete the Business Management course are automatically exempt from nine
of the 14 exams required to
achieve the ACCA professional qualiﬁcation. The
Postgraduate courses require 12 months to complete and are available in Interior Design, Photography,
Graphic Design, Education
(Leadership) and Business
Management.
All courses are recognised
by the Cypriot accreditation
body (KYSATS) and students are entitled to a state
grant of up to €3,417. Additionally, Alexander College
offers guidance and assistance to help its students fulﬁl their goals upon graduation and start a professional
career, and has developed
excellent relations with the
private and the public sector to help the employability
of its students. Members of
the private and public sector participate in discussion panels during project
reviews. This is challenging
for students who want to receive recognition from guest
visitors. The ﬁnal show, held

at the end of every academic year, provides a way to
promote students’ creative
work and offers industry
professionals an opportunity to view their creations
and come in contact with
them on a one-to-one basis.
With the ever-increasing
need for expansion, the college has begun its 22nd academic year in newly-built
custom-designed
modern

rce
brary and resource
ng
centre, a printing
shop, internett
stations, wireless internet fad
cility, staff and
s,
faculty ofﬁces,
n
administration
dareas and a modafern all-day cafnt are
eteria/restaurant
also on campus..
Since it was estab-

Alexander College offers guidance and
assistance to help its students fulfil
their goals upon graduation and start a
professional career
premises. The new building covers an area of over
3,000m² over four ﬂoors,
with purpose built studios
for design-based courses
such as graphics, interior,
landscape architecture etc.
Several computer labs, an
auditorium,
photography
studio and dark room, lecture rooms equipped with
audio and visual digital
presentation facilities, a li-

lished in 1991, Alexander
College has been dedicated
to fostering the individual
success of its students and
their development into responsible,
well-rounded
and informed citizens of the
world. Its philosophy is to
provide lifelong learning by
equipping students with the
essential academic tools required to promote personal
growth and professional de-

velopment
during
d
b
d
and
beyond
their studies. Alexander College is a learning-centred institution and as such, utilises
a wide range of learning aids
from both internal and external sources to provide students with an environment
that is challenging, practical
and supportive of their personal and academic needs.
The college’s main objectives
are to maintain the delivery of
high quality and unique academic programmes, training
opportunities and services
through constant evaluation
and upgrading.
Alexander College believes

the education offered is
unmatched, created in an
environment of challenge,
professionalism, collaboration and fun. Its experience
through the years has shown
that graduates maintain a
good reputation and a positive impact in the community. By strengthening the academic and social experience
of students, Alexander College invests in their future
which consequently helps to
fulﬁl the college’s goals and
vision. The student remains
the heart of its success and
achievement.

Undergraduate 3 Years
BA(Hons) Graphic Design
BA(Hons) Interior Design
BA(Hons) Photography
BA(Hons) Landscape Architecture
LLB(Hons) Law
BA(Hons) Criminology
BA(Hons) Fashion
BA(Hons) Fine Art

Study for a UK University degree in Cyprus!

BA(Hons) English & English Language
BA(Hons) Business Management
(Accounting and Finance)
9

BA(Hons) University
degree in only 3 years!

Exemptions

Postgraduate 12 Months
MA Design - Graphics

"The highest ranking UK
University currently offering
degree courses in Cyprus"

MA Design - Interior
MA Design - Photography
MA Education (Leadership)

The Guardian, UK University Rankings 2013

MSc Business Management

For more info on UWE Bristol courses, contact: ALEXANDER COLLEGE, 2 Artas Street, (Larnaca-Aradippou Rd.) Aradippou 7102, Larnaca, Cyprus
Tel: (+357) 24532373 | Fax: (+357) 24532365 | Email: info@alexander.ac.cy | Website: www.alexander.ac.cy | UWE Bristol: www.uwe.ac.uk

€3417
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Leading the way in
education for 25 years
THE International School
of Paphos (ISOP) has fulﬁlled 25 years of outstanding service and is celebrating this achievement
throughout the current
academic year. Since 1987
the school has provided
high-quality
education
with individual attention
and care for each of its students. By following a broad
academic curriculum and
innovative, ﬂexible forms
of learning, ISOP promotes
the acquisition of thinking
skills, thus laying the foundation for its students to
become critical, independent thinkers.
Aims
The school’s main aim is
to provide students with the
opportunity and means to
make optimum use of their
personal strengths, enabling
them to develop into socially
responsible citizens who will
embrace lifelong learning. It
provides a stable and positive environment for teaching and learning - one that
recognises the value of diversity and cooperation. Another goal is to consistently
maintain the high expectations of ISOP’s students and

to support the objectives
they set for themselves. Valuable partners in and contributors to this effort are
not only the students and
staff, but also their families
and other members of the
community.

the requirements of the Cyprus Ministry of Education
and Culture and those of its
multicultural student body.
Through IGCSE examinations, AS and A-Levels and
its recognised school leaving certiﬁcate (Aploytirion),
which is awarded to graduates of ISOP, students are
afforded the skills and quali-

year for students who come
in from abroad or from other private schools. Students
transferring from public
schools in Cyprus are evaluated on speciﬁc dates in
spring.
Innovative and
child-centred evaluation
The collection, evaluation

Successes
All these factors have contributed to 25 years in which
the school has acted as a
pioneer in many areas that
determine the quality of educational services. Continuous emphasis on professional training and development
for its teaching staff forms
part of the school’s success.
As a result of its high teaching standards, pupils of
ISOP frequently win awards
from international examination boards and go on to
study at renowned universities across Europe and elsewhere.
Departments
The International School
of Paphos caters for children at Kindergarten, Primary and Secondary Levels. The school curriculum,
though modeled on the
British National Curriculum, is enhanced to meet

ﬁcations they need for their
future academic and professional careers. The school
also offers afternoon lessons
at its Private Institute.
How to gain entry
Entrance exams for ISOP
are held throughout the

and sharing of relevant information relating to student performance is one
ingredient of success in education. In the ﬁeld of assessment and targeted teaching,
ISOP was the ﬁrst school in
Cyprus to introduce IGCSEs across the curriculum,

in 1995. More recently, the
school implemented the
innovative method of continuous assessment known
as APP – Assessing Pupils’
Progress. With APP, student
evaluation constitutes an
ongoing process of monitoring and feedback in the form
of individual targets set for
each pupil. These targets
relate to a student’s performance and skills but also
to their social development
and behaviour.
State-of-the-art
learning environment
In building its modern facilities, ISOP has ensured
that each student has the
necessary breathing space
to feel comfortable, both
within the classroom and
outside, and to perform well
in a friendly environment.
The school boasts a luxurious, self-enclosed Kindergarten complex, well-lit
and spacious classrooms,
Science and ICT laboratories, a spacious art facility
with an internal gallery, a
fully equipped Music Room,

a Media Room for multimedia presentations and
video/TV screening, library,
bookshop, cafeteria, covered and open play spaces
for each school section, elevators and ramps connecting all levels for wheelchair
access, central heating, airconditioning and interactive
whiteboards.
Outstanding sports
facilities
ISOP features an enclosed
sports centre, built to modern standards and seating
more than 400 spectators,
with facilities for tennis,
basketball, volleyball and
handball as well as an indoor
swimming-pool. The school’s
outdoor sports facilities include an Astroturf football
pitch, a running track, basketball and volleyball courts
and facilities for athletics.
Location
ISOP’s premises are found
only ﬁve minutes away from
the centre of Paphos, south
of Mesa Chorio and next to
Anavargos village.

100 Aristotelous Savva Street, Anavargos, Paphos,
Tel: 26 821700, Fax: 26 942541,
info@isop-ed.org,
www.paphosinternationalschool.com
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ENTRANCE EXAMS
for YEAR 7 SECONDARY SCHOOL 2013/2014

Friday 19th Αpril, 3.00 p.m.
&
Saturday 20th April, 9.30 a.m.
For entry forms, samples of examination
papers or any other information,
please contact the Admissions Office
by 17th April from 7.30 a.m.—3.30 p.m.

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED TO TOP STUDENTS

@,(9:

Leading the way in education for 25 years
100 Aristotelous Savva Avenue, Anavargos, P.O.Box 62018, 8060 Paphos
E-Mail: info@isop-ed.org Web Page: www.paphosinternationalschool.com Tel: 26 821700 Fax: 26 942541
REGISTERED WITH THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION & CULTURE
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Wisdom
above all
THE American Academy
Schools of Limassol and
Paphos offer a well balanced education based
on a modiﬁed English National Curriculum, which is
appropriate, relevant and
responsive to students’
needs. The schools are
dedicated to encouraging
the full development of
students’ potential by providing quality education in
a caring environment from
kindergarten to university
entrance.
International,
non-discriminatory, co-educational
and accessible to students
of all abilities in nature, the
American Academy Schools
of Limassol and Paphos are
licensed and registered by
the Ministry of Education
under the Private Schools
Law of the Republic of Cyprus. The schools’ cosmopolitan character is evident
as 43 different nationalities
drawn from all over the
globe make up its over 700
strong student body.
The Schools’ Director
George Bargilis, underlines
this philosophy by stating
that “we recognise the central importance of each individual and his or her relationship with others and are
committed to promoting in-

ternational understanding
and responsible citizenship
in a multicultural context”.
‘Wisdom above all’ is the
school motto and the curriculum is based on a set of
clear aims that reﬂects this
statement. All instruction

The schools’
cosmopolitan
character is
evident as
43 different
nationalities drawn
from all over the
globe make up its
over 700 strong
student body
and assessment is conducted in English by qualiﬁed
and experienced teachers
trained mainly in the UK
and USA. Being a certiﬁed examination centre for
EDEXCEL, AQA and City

& Guilds, the school offers
its students the ability to
gain a variety of qualiﬁcations such as IGCSEs, GCE
A and AS levels, English
Language Proﬁciency Certiﬁcates, Apolytirion (recognised by the Ministry of
Education) and a selection
of University Foundation
courses in conjunction with
Greenwich University.
According to Andreas Efstathiou, Executive Principal
for Secondary Education for
both Limassol and Paphos
schools, “It is essential that
we strive to provide a sup-

portive environment which
recognises each individual’s
talents, encourages students’ aspirations and creates opportunities for them
to acquire the knowledge,
skills and qualiﬁcations
and to develop the personal
qualities needed for life and
work”.
However, Efstathiou is
a ﬁrm believer that good
schools are separated from
mediocre ones by providing
a well-rounded education.
Emphasis is given to ‘educate’ students rather than
just ‘teach’ them through

the extensive extracurricular programme available at
the school such as a variety of academic and recreational clubs, the Duke of
Edinburgh Award, Comenius Projects and national
competitions. Students are
also encouraged to reach
out to the wider community through charity work,
the Special Olympics and
blood donations.
When asked what makes
Efstathiou proud of the
American Academy, he
made a point of expressing
his great satisfaction in the

camaraderie and the strong
student-teacher bond that
has developed there. “This
camaraderie emanates from
every corner, corridor and
classroom of the school. Indeed, it is this camaraderie
that makes us what we are
today: a caring, successful,
lively, energetic and forward-thinking educational
institution, constantly striving to provide a suitable
environment where young
talent is nurtured, cultural
diversity is appreciated and
everyone is encouraged to
be the best they can be”.

XVII
SUNDAY MAIL • March 10, 2013

PrivateEducation

Where schooling does
not interrupt education
THE Lighthouse, a progressive primary school in
Limassol, invites children to
a learning experience that is
holistic, child-centred and
experientially based. The
school’s journey began with
a vision shared by a group
of like-minded professionals
from varied backgrounds.
They had in common the
conviction that an educational context needed to be
created that took into account the whole child and
appreciated that learning
needs playfulness, challenge
and choice. Out of this vision emerged the mission
to put theory into practice
and has created a learning
community that places the
child, instead of the teacher,
at its centre.
What is child-centred
education?
The Lighthouse School’s
curriculum is founded on
children’s natural curiosity,
a fragile curiosity that is easily crushed by a system that
tells you what to, when to
and how to do things.
Why is it that one of the
ﬁrst words in young children’s vocabulary is ‘Why?’ and that this word suddenly
disappears from their repertoire a few years later? Writer Mark Twain addressed
this in the late 1800s when
he said: “I have never let
schooling interfere with my
education”. The Lighthouse
School’s response to this
question has been to redeﬁne schooling within a new
educational paradigm, cultivating a fertile valley where
the search for understanding is revived and answers
are co-constructed among

the children. The school ensures that each child has a
personalised learning plan
that motivates, challenges,
engages and inspires. In
this way, the curriculum is
adapted to the child’s interests, afﬁnities and needs.
Children are encouraged
to participate in the compilation of their individual
learning plan, by being
helped to set their own targets for their learning, to
assess their own progress
and to share their ideas on
what they would like their
next project to be. Children
thus take ownership of their
learning and learn to become enthusiastic reﬂective
learners, driven by their own
curiosity and conﬁdence to
ﬁnd out about the world
around them.
Project-based learning
The Lighthouse School
also aims to make schooling relevant to the real
world beyond its walls and
repairs the logic of dividing the world up into very
separate subjects like History, Geography, Biology,
Chemistry and Physics. At
The Lighthouse School, Numeracy and Literacy skills
are taught using the guidelines of the British National
Curriculum but other subjects are taught through
projects that transcend individual subjects. A project
on weather, for example,
explores weather across
the globe (geography), involves measuring rainfall,
wind speed, and plotting
monthly graphs of cloudless days (maths), requires
science to look at how vegetation adapts to rain and

d afﬁniinterests and
oject beties. Each project
ds-on excomes a hands-on
ere every
perience where
ne in his
child can shine
d become
own way and
absorbed in ﬁnding
ﬁnding the
multitude off pathways
e answers to
that elucidate
riguing questheir own intriguing
tions.

drought, and involves art
when exploring Rousseau’s
beautiful rainforest themes
and exhibiting their own
theme-based art based on
his style. Throughout the
whole experience the children themselves are very
much engaged in developing the project so that it
nurtures their uniquely creative and diverse abilities
while encouraging them to

be strategic, critical thinkers and independent problem-solvers.
“The most effective kind
of education is that a child
should play among lovely
things” (Plato 300 BC).
These words are at the centre of project-based learning
as the teacher’s role is to
bring to the classroom ‘lovely things with which to play’,
guided by the children’s

motional
Social and emotional
development
“Children have more
dels than
need of models
of critics” (Joubert,
e Light1800) and The
ool is
house School
o movcommitted to
m the
ing away from
d and
critical reward
punishment culs so
ture that has
iled.
long prevailed.
e, the
In its place,
school seeks to nural and
ture the social
emotional
wellbeing
that fosters
personal development.
Teachers model - in real
life situations - how to resolve conﬂicts nonviolently,
how to use language that
communicates feelings and
clearly deﬁnes needs. Social
and emotional intelligence
is the foundation of all human relationships - whether
these are within the family,
at school, at work or among
friends. In this way children
come to know themselves
ﬁrst so that they can then
understand others, developing both intrapersonal and
interpersonal skills that are
crucial in making teamwork
a satisfactory experience.

A creative, child-centred
learning community
The Lighthouse School’s
cozy learning community is
truly a place where everyone
is always learning to learn.
Children and adults alike discover the joy of self-directed
exploration, unlimited possibilities and the awesome,
inherent in project-based
learning where hearts, minds
and hands work together to
build those life skills that will
accompany this generation
of youngsters into the unchartered waters of a brave
new world with challenges
and wonders that none of us
can fully appreciate.
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A gateway to learning
WITH an excellent reputation, following the English
National curriculum, in its
peaceful corner of suburbia
Highgate thrives. In this
green, quiet area of Nicosia,
children’s afﬁnity with nature and their desire to detail their vibrant surroundings is literally a breath of
fresh air. Most children are
mystiﬁed by and eager to
experience and explore nature and the outdoors.
Innovation is Education.
The school prides itself on
the quality of learning and
nurturing pastoral care for
all its families. It provides a
wide range of extra-curricular activities, languages,
projects that involve local
and European schools and
universities, applying at all
times a positive teaching and
learning process, in a warm,
welcoming atmosphere.
Schools like Highgate have
the future in mind and a
clear vision.
The choice of methodology
is based on enhancing openness of expression considering the age of different age
groups. It is the school’s aim
that every child is encouraged to explore their potential and talents, to shape
attitudes and values, from
multiple perspectives and
ultimately, engage in critical
inquiry.
Highgate believes that
education not only reﬂects
society but also inﬂuences

its development. As such,
schools have a role to play
in the development of an
intercultural society. While
education cannot bear the
sole responsibility for challenging inequality, racism,
or any form of disrespect,
the school aims to promote
intercultural
competence,
something that has an important contribution to make in
facilitating the development

of the child’s intercultural
skills, attitudes, values and
knowledge. An intercultural
education is valuable to all
children in equipping them
to participate in an increasingly diverse society.
As a school community,
Highgate provides many experiences for all age groups
to ensure the success of
conﬁdence and self-esteem.
For example its Emotional
Health policy and curriculum,
Financial
Literacy,

Environmental and Sports
Leadership topics, the Solar
tree project, all support the
philosophy and aspirations
of the school.
The Solar tree project,
for example, is in close collaboration with the Solar
Tree Foundation (USA).
The school is dedicated to

programmes that introduce
communities and individuals
to solar energy through solar
art works projects. The Solar
Tree Project involves the Environment, Art, Education,
Students, Parents, Science,
Nature and Technology. The
Project offers students an
opportunity to participate in
and experience the creative
process, while learning to

research and communicate.
The Solar Tree Project will
plant the seeds for a creative future, while promoting the use of clean sources
of energy. The Project will
work to develop a channel
for future generations to ﬁnd
solutions to the pollution of
our planet thereby helping

to reduce the “Greenhouse
Effect”, mercury contamination, acid rain, deforestation,
and a variety of nuclear energy hazards.
Sports Leaders UK is, in
collaboration with Highgate
School, able to provide an
excellent stepping stone into
employment, further education or training. The skills
gained lead groups such as

youth and children, to develop their organisation, motivation and communication
skills, focusing on safe practice and positive role models, while gaining qualiﬁcations that teach leadership
skills through the medium of
sport. Dance Leadership is
also offered.
The Learning Support Unit
aims to provide a nurturing
environment for children
with special educational
needs who are in the process
of integrating into the main
part of the school. A safe
space is provided for special education sessions to
support the additional educational needs of some students from the mainstream
classrooms of the school and
offer information, advice
and assistance to teachers,
dealing with issues related
to learning challenges. The
school supports parents,
while aiming to raise awareness throughout the school
and the wider community
on issues surrounding special education/learning/diagnosis/support. The Learning
Support Unit equally provides advice, diagnosis and
individualised programmes
for very able and talented
children.
The school’s motto, ‘Gateway to Learning’ is about
nurturing children to become good people through
an education which is inspirational in nature, holis-

Highgate Private School
– Gateway to Learning
An Open Day to meet
Secondary department
staff will be held on
March 23 at 11am. The
Day will begin with a
presentation for all
prospective parents
(11:15am).
An Open Day/Fun
Activities will be held
on April 7 at 11am for
prospective parents
for both Nursery and
Primary Departments.
tic in perspective, global in
context and responsible in
practice. This is achieved
by providing a world-class
education through a challenging, well balanced international curriculum in a dynamic environment.
The ultimate goal is to
inspire and motivate students to want to learn for
themselves, so they leave
with a solid education that
opens doors for them which
enable them to succeed in
their chosen career, with
interests that develop into
lifelong passions, lifelong
friends and fond memories.
Highgate students have
conﬁdently gone onto the
world of university education here in Cyprus, as well
as in France, the UK and the
US. The school sees itself as
a place where students are
well prepared for adult life
following in the well-established Highgate tradition of
tolerance and compassion,
and students as people who
are responsible, willing and
able to contribute to society
in a meaningful way.
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Inspiring young people to think and care
THE core purpose of The
Senior School is to provide
excellent, innovative and
creative education that enables all students to realise
their full potential and to
enjoy a fulﬁlled life as conﬁdent, compassionate and
healthy members of the global community, continuing
to learn and contributing to
a better world for all.
Over the last nine years,
The Senior School has established itself as a high
quality secondary school in
the heart of Nicosia. Founded in 2003 as a natural extension to The Junior School,
The Senior School relocated to its current premises
in Strovolos in September
2007 with over 300 students
now on roll. Uniquely on the
island, The Junior and Senior School is a not for proﬁt
organisation.
The school provided a
world-class student-centred
educational
programme
based on the English National Curriculum for stu-

dents aged 11 to 19 years;
that is to ‘A’ Level and university entrance. There is a
highly professional and intense focus on teaching and
learning and each student’s
progress is carefully monitored to ensure that every
child is working to his or her
potential.
This leads to the excellent
examination results achieved
by the school year after year.
In 2012 Senior School students gained the highest
marks in Cyprus, Europe and
internationally for Maths, Biology, Physics, ICT and Art
& Design. In addition, 84 per
cent of all students gained
an A/A* for Maths IGCSE
and 100 per cent of students
achieved A/A* in English Literature IGCSE. These are
some of the best academic
results on the island. Students go on to study at a
range of prestigious universities mostly in the UK, but
also in other parts of Europe
and in the United States.
Academic rigour is under-

pinned by an excellent pastoral system. Every child is
an individual and is carefully nurtured and supported. The Senior School is a
friendly, community school,
with very strong links between staff and parents. Additionally, it has an active
Student Council and Parent
Teacher Association.
Teachers are well qualiﬁed,
dedicated and committed
to guiding all students to
achieve academic and personal success.

All lessons are taught
in English except for the
Greek programme, which
is run in line with Ministry
of Education requirements.
This is taught at three levels: for foreign learners, for
students with a basic knowledge of the language, and
for ﬁrst language speakers.
A number of candidates
are accepted annually from
Greek Dimotiko following
entrance exams. Language
support is provided for children speaking English as
an additional language. Applications are also accepted
for entry into other years if
places are available.
Students follow a broad
and balanced curriculum.
The school offers over 20
different subjects at both
I/GCSE (Years 10 and 11),
and ‘A’ Level (Years 12 &
13). Mathematics and the
Sciences are very popular
and successful and almost
all students opt for ‘A’ Level
Maths in the Sixth Form.

The Senior School is one
of the few schools to have
a strong Performing Arts
Department (Drama, Music and Art). Languages are
also a strong feature of the
School; English, Spanish,
Italian, French and Greek
are language options currently available. For those
who prefer more vocational
subjects Accounting, Business Studies, Economics
and Travel & Tourism as
well as PE are offered. The
Senior School is an accredited examination centre for
CIE, EDEXCEL and AQA
examination boards.
The school believes that
a true education is about
more than exams, however,
and provides plenty of opportunities for learning beyond the classroom. Its students engage in a range of
ﬁeld trips to support their
learning and to go on trips
far and wide around the
world. Last year students
went skiing in Switzerland

Senior School Entrance
Exams will be held on
Wednesday April 10,
2013.
Deadline for applications
is Monday April 8.
Contact the school on
22 660156 or contact
theseniorschool.com. Or
visit www.theseniorschool.
com and complete an
online application
and visited London, Krakow, Barcelona and Thessaloniki among other places.
A wide range of after school
clubs are available including
Duke of Edinburgh, Model
UN, orchestra, drama, choir
and sports events including
matches with other schools.
Talent shows, concerts and
whole school performances
are highly professional and
successful. The school takes
pride in promoting a caring
ethos and encourages students to be active citizens
by engaging in fund raising
and other volunteering activities. It is also a designated Eco School.
The Senior School provides
a challenging, yet supportive programme allowing all
students to reach their full
potential so each young person can face the challenges
of a constantly changing
modern world, optimistic of
success.

“the informed choice
for secondary education”

The Senior School
Entrance Exam is being held
on Wednesday 10th April at 1.30pm

“Senior School Sports’ Day”

We are now accepting applications to Year 7 for academic year 2013-14, as well as for older year groups where
there are places still available. Please feel free to call 2266 0156 or apply online at www.theseniorschool.com

Closing date for applications Monday 8th April 2013
Students wishing to study AS/A2 levels in our 6th Form
are invited to join our vibrant student body in September
We offer:
> A wide range of AS/A2 level subjects: Maths, Literature, The Arts, The Sciences, Accounting, Business, Economics, Travel & Tourism,
The Humanities, Greek, French, Spanish, PE, Computing and more.
> A positive learning environment with well qualified and experienced teachers > Personalised and individualised student support
> Computerised & supervised 6th Form Private Study Suite
> Careers and UCAS entry advice
> The first School in Cyprus with a flourishing “Faculty of Arts” covering Drama, Music and Art at AS & A2 Levels
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Ensuring all students excel in
their own way at Falcon
AT THE Falcon School
quality in education is valued, not only providing
support for each student so
that they can achieve their
full potential, but also ensuring that each individual has sufﬁcient personal
challenge and can aim to
excel in their own way.
The school is enormously
proud of its students. They
value academic and personal achievement, celebrating the successes of their
peers in a climate where it
is admirable to take matters seriously. Exam results
at IGCSE and A level are
consistently excellent with
grades A* to B the rule rather than the exception. The
majority of students go on
to Higher Education in the
UK or the USA, and take up
places at the highest ranking institutions: Russell
Group Universities in the
UK, and the Ivy League in
the US.
Personal development outside the classroom is equally important, whether as a
competitor on the sports
ﬁeld or as a participant in
discussion and debate. Students have plentiful opportunities to ﬁ nd and develop
their personal strengths.
Considerable
emphasis
is placed on personal responsibility, encouraging
students to care deeply for
things that matter: the environment, other living beings, ideas and beliefs.
The School’s facilities sup-

port students in their development. The Infant Playground with its jungle gym
is where the youngest take
their ﬁ rst independent steps
away from their parents; the
5 metre diving board over
the swimming pool is where
graduating 7th formers take
their celebratory leap into
the future on the last day
of their school careers. Between these two landmarks,
the school caters for sports,

art, pottery, drama, music
- all in well-appointed specialist areas.
Small class sizes mean that
students learn in a highly
supportive setting. Option
groups at IGCSE and A level
often have as few as 10 students allowing teachers to
know strengths and weaknesses intimately. The academic staff are well-qualiﬁed professionals and, most
importantly, are enthusias-

The Falcon School
Entrance Examinations
will take place on
Tuesday April 2 at 2pm.
Visit www.falconschool.
ac.cy for further details
tic about their subjects and
the practice of teaching.
The Falcon School is not a
very large school. The students number about 420,
and this is one of its great
strengths. It is small enough
to consider itself a family,
in the sense that everyone

knows each other, cares
for each other, and shares
many of the same values.
For many alumni who go
back to visit on a regular basis the school feels like their
“second home”.

If you are looking for an environment where students
are encouraged to become
life-long learners and reach
their maximum potential in
all areas, the Falcon school
is the place for you.

provide any signiﬁcant gain
in the long term. Nor do all
those endless tests along the
way. It is the quality of the
challenges and experiences
that count. How much sport
is on offer? How seriously do
schools take subjects like
art and design, drama and
music? What opportunities
are there to travel abroad?
And how many modern languages will your child be
able to learn? Learning in
English is a deﬁnite advantage if students here want
to study in the UK or the

US, but the opportunity to
learn many other modern
languages (not just European ones), is a deﬁnite asset
in any education. It broadens the mind and opens up
other opportunities as well.
Many schools abroad now
offer the option of children
learning Mandarin, Japanese or Arabic at an early
age, which may give them a
totally different perspective
on life and deﬁnitely provide
a competitive advantage in
the workplace. It is not all
just about exams!

More than just exam results
Continued from page I
supposed to be in the business of. This is why parents
are prepared to hand over
a lot of money to private
schools, on the assumption
that they do it better and offer more of it.

had been extremely well
taught but the other one he
described as, “a much more
interesting and lively candidate, much more thoughtful”. Professor Grayling is
Head of the New College of
the Humanities, a private
university in London that

The best
schools are
prepared to
take students
with a range of
abilities
However, when choosing
a private school, it is sometimes easy to lose sight of
the education when focussing purely on examinations
and results. While examination results are very important, they are not the whole
story. According to the philosopher, AC Grayling, those
with the top grades are not
necessarily the brightest. He
described interviewing two
students, one with all A* and
A grades at A Level and one
with two As and a B. The
one with the higher grades

opened in September and is
competing for students with
Oxford and Cambridge.
So if we can conclude that
the brightest children are
not always the ones with
the best results, then at the
same time, the best schools
are not always the ones with
what appear to be the best
results. Results matter because they help students
get into the best universities
and the best jobs, but results alone are not enough.
If an education is worth paying for, if must also include

a broad and challenging curriculum beyond the examination syllabus, plenty of
extra curricular enrichment
activities as well as good
teaching. And schools that
offer this are not always the
ones that select students
through an entrance exam.
The best schools are prepared to take students with
a range of abilities. They are
conﬁdent that their teaching and curriculum can support all their students, even
students with some special
educational needs. The best

schools really do help children to succeed in examinations but also to become
those lively, interesting and
thoughtful adults that universities and employers look
for, and that are generally
successful in life.
I heard a story the other day
about parents who changed
their child’s school when he
stopped being ranked ﬁrst
in the year group. This is
kind of missing the point of
education. It is simply about
making the parents feel better, but does not necessarily
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A partnership between St George’s, University of London and the University of Nicosia

The first Medical School in Cyprus
THE St George’s University
of London Medical School
and the University of Nicosia
have joined forces and have
established the ﬁrst medical
school in Cyprus. It currently
offers a four-year graduateentry degree in medicine
under the quality assurance
of St George’s and the UK
General Medical Council
(GMC). In the future, the
medical school will also offer
ﬁve and six-year medical
degree programmes for high
school leavers.
Graduates of the Medical School receive a British medical degree from St
George’s that is recognised
as a primary medical qualiﬁcation by the UK GMC – the
ﬁrst step toward obtaining a
medical license anywhere in
the EU or worldwide.
Students beneﬁt from an
innovative curriculum and
state-of-the-art learning
facilities and resources. The
curriculum allows for the
early development of clinical
skills and behaviours, and
promotes collaborative
learning, critical thinking
and reﬂection. The clinical
training of students takes
place in leading hospitals
in Israel, Cyprus and the
United States. The Medical
School has a special partnership with Sheba Medical
Centre in Tel Hashomer,
Israel. The school attracts

talented students from
North America, Europe, the
Middle East and Australasia,
among others.
As part of its mission to enhance healthcare in Cyprus
and the region, the Medical
School is actively developing
programmes and partnerships for post-graduate
training, continuing medical

education and research.
Admission requirements
a. Bachelor’s degree with at
least a 2nd class honours or
equivalent or a higher degree
(e.g., MSc, MPhil or PhD) in
any discipline
b. A satisfactory score in
the Medical College Admission Test (MCAT) or the

Graduate Australian Medical School Admission Test
(GAMSAT)
c. Work or voluntary experience in a medical or healthrelated ﬁeld with the ability
to demonstrate a broad
awareness of the scope of
medicine
d. Successful admissions
interview
e. If English was not the
primary language of above
degree(s), candidates must
also take the IELTS (International English Language
Testing System) or equivalent (e.g., TOEFL)
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Success, purpose and a real
sense of family
Quality Education in a Caring Environment
A 7.30am bell disturbs the
buzz of anticipation and
opens the routine of another
day. Primary School pupils
assemble in playground
lines where they greet their
teachers with news and
questions about their day
ahead. Senior students and
their teachers move into
the school auditorium to
gather for their assembly
and already the Pre-School
children are beginning to
play and learn together. The
American Academy Nicosia
starts a new day. Success,
purpose and a real sense of
family care are immediately
obvious to those who visit.
This is the framework that
both students and teachers appreciate as the key to
their fondness of the school
and the opportunities for
growth and success that it
gives to them.
It is clear that the American Academy Nicosia continues to be a well-respected
private school whose long

all following the British National Curriculum, blended
carefully with lessons in
Greek and Cypriot history
and geography.
Sixth form students enjoying a break between lessons
in their homely common
room are very clear about
what continues to make
this a special place to study.
Anthoulla, the Head Girl,
who is intending to go on
to study art at university in
the United States next year

history of welcoming Cypriot
and international students
provides conﬁdence that
its students will ﬂourish as
they learn and grow. Ideally
situated on the banks of the
Pedieos River just beyond
Old City Walls, the Academy
lives up to its aim to provide
a quality education in a caring environment. Children
in Pre-School, Primary and
Secondary Departments are

comments, “Learning is so
interesting, working with
teachers who take time to
talk and explain means that
I always see where I need to
go next.” “Everyone becomes
a friend, no matter their age
or background,” adds Athos.
The whole group seem conﬁdent about their learning and
have clear ideas about their
university education ahead.
Many continue to consider

UK universities as their next
logical step but US, various
European nations and those
here on the island are all being explored in this changing
world of higher education.
In a comfortable library,
the Librarian is watching
over a break time where
some students are using the
bank of computers. Others
sit at desks or on sofas with
novels or text books. Stephanos says, “The teachers
here really care about me
and my progress. I am in a
class that is small enough for
each teacher to know how to
help me understand what I
need to learn.” Cesim added
“there is no need for me to
have private lessons to boost
my learning”.
Throughout its 91-year history the American Academy
Nicosia has continued to develop the whole person, so
that their intellectual, physical, social, emotional, moral
and spiritual characteristics
grow together as they learn
and mature. Young people
are helped to grow in their
respect for the diversity of
other cultures, religions and
individual needs as they interact with classmates from
across the island and a large
number of other nations. It
aims to offer education of the
highest standard by challenging students to strive
for excellence in academic
performance and personal
maturity. “We are serious
about our commitment to
maintain a broad, balanced

THE
AMERICAN
ACADEMY
NICOSIA

3A Michael Parides Street
Ayios Andreas
1095 Nicosia
Tel 00357 22664266
Fax 00357 22669290

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS
for the school year 2013 - 14 will take place on

FRIDAY 12th April 2013 at 3.00pm
Registration for new students has begun and will continue up until

Thursday 11th April 2013
For further information regarding material to be examined, sample
papers and application forms, please contact the school at 22664266
• IGCSE, ALEVEL & APOLYTIRION COURSES

• SUPPORT IN GREEK, ENGLISH & TURKISH

• EXCELLENT TRACK RECORD IN UNIVERSITY ENTRY

• INDIVIDUAL LEARNING SUPPORT & PASTORAL CARE

• EXCITING RANGE OF CLUBS & ACTIVITIES

• COMPETITIVE SCHOOL FEES

EMAIL: info@aacademynicosia.ac.cy

WEBSITE: www.aacademynicosia.ac.cy

and relevant curriculum that
is carefully tailored to meet
the individual needs of our
students. We are promoting
high quality teaching and
learning where all students
are challenged to achieve
their full potential,” comments the Director of Studies at the school.
The Head of the Primary
Department remarks, “the
staff of the Primary Department are competent educators who work together as a
supportive team to create an
environment in which our pupils are happy and conﬁdent.
This is an ideal combination
to set the scene for successful learning to take place.”
“It is a joy for our team to
watch the pupils coming into
school full of enthusiasm and
a desire to learn,” observes
the Head of the Pre-School
Department.
The newly appointed Principal, Richard Wildsmith,
joined the school as Vice
Principal in April last year.
He joins a roll of past Principals who have committed
themselves to developing the
Academy into a world class
school that remains proud of
its history and committed to
its distinctive Cypriot identity. He brings his experience
of teaching young people and
managing learning and educational administration both
in the UK and in Kenya.

“I am excited at the potential for learning here,” he
said. “Serving families in the
education of their children is
an important responsibility.
Teaching and learning is key
and this means maintaining a commitment in which
young people know they are
cared for and appreciated,
one in which the progress of
each and every student is important to their teacher and
is supported continuously.”
Students from the Academy continue to graduate
with IGCSE and A Level
qualiﬁcations that earn them
excellent marks on the Cypriot Apolytirion Certiﬁcate
and open doors into university education across the
world. The Academy encourages almost all students in
exam classes to sit the ﬁnal
examination in order to gain
as much as possible from
their years of study. Students
making successful transition
from IGCSE examinations
to A Level courses and from
A Level to university courses
is testament to their growing
success. In the past few years
students from the Academy have begun to feature
among those scoring highest
international marks with the
examination boards.
An active Alumni Association provides an online network and social events that
keep graduates in touch

THE
AMERICAN
ACADEMY
NICOSIA

with one another and with
their school, even though, for
some it is now over 50 years
since they last sat in class.
The Parent Teachers Association plays an integral part in
the development of a school
that is aware of changing
family circumstances as children grow and its committee
works hard to ﬁnd opportunities for fund raising to
enhance the learning experience at the Academy.
Families whose children attend the American Academy
Nicosia continue to beneﬁt
from its non-proﬁt making status. All the fees paid
are used directly to support
teaching, learning and a rich
educational experience for its
students. “These are not easy
times for parents to ensure
that their children grow and
learn effectively,” says the
school Administration Manager. “We are working hard to
ensure that parents have the
opportunity to talk through
how our ﬂexible terms of payment may assist them.”
With the breadth of choice
and opportunity linked with
effective care and excellent examination results it
is clear that the American
Academy Nicosia offers effective partnership and a
sound educational investment.
www.aacademynicosia.ac.cy

3A Michael Parides Street
Ayios Andreas
1095 Nicosia
Tel 00357 22664266
Fax 00357 22669290

INTERNATIONAL DAY
SATURDAY 20th

April 2013 at 5.00pm

Join the students and staff, graduates, parents and friends of the
American Academy Nicosia to celebrate the diversity of our
community. This year we present songs, dance and drama in a
spectacular evening show of well loved music together with our
ever popular food, games and entertainment.
EMAIL: info@aacademynicosia.ac.cy

WEBSITE: www.aacademynicosia.ac.cy
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Multicultural and
multilingual school
A MILESTONE in the co-operation between
France and Cyprus, the French-Cypriot School
gives students the choice between a French
curriculum and a bilingual French-Greek curriculum, while reinforcing the teaching of English. Housed in the south of Nicosia, in the large,
beautifully-renovated premises of the former
Institute of Technology, the school welcomes
students from kindergarten to the Baccalauréat or Apolytirion.
Schooling from the age of 2
The school believes learning starts from the
youngest age. This is why the French-Cypriot
school offers a high-quality programme for
children from the age of two taught by qualiﬁed, multilingual teachers. The mastery of language, the introduction of foreign languages,
the gradual discovery of writing, the discovery
of science and mathematics, of learning about
community life, arts and sports are all offered
in accordance with the pace and personality of
each child. There is still plenty of time for play
too!
To help working parents, children are able to
stay at school from 07:15 to 16:15.
A multilingual programme
The foundation stone of the French-Cypriot
school is the teaching of languages. The school
welcomes children of all nationalities. The
French stream affords your child an education
which follows the French curriculum, widely
recognised to be one of the most successful
education systems in the world. However, the
French-Greek bilingual stream was designed
speciﬁcally for Cypriot students, although any
student can choose this stream.
From the age of three, all children are taught
in French, Greek and English. In the secondary
school, they also learn Spanish or German.

Secondary-school diplomas recognised around
the world, guaranteed access to the best universities
Students prepare for the French Baccalauréat
or the Cypriot Apolytirion. Each of these diplomas, combined with a multilingual education,
opens the doors to the best universities. Many
former students are now studying in France,
Britain, Cyprus and Lebanon. Students can
conﬁdently apply to any European or American
university.
Special assistance for non French-speaking
children and their families

It is not necessary to speak French to join the
school. Non French-speaking students are given
extra tuition in French at no extra charge. Daily,
free homework help is offered to non-francophone students. This support is offered during
school time and is included in the tuition fees.
Children do not need extra/private lessons.
A quality learning environment
The school belongs to the network of French
schools overseas and operates under the
French Ministry of National Education. It is
also recognised by the Cypriot Ministry of
Education. The content of the curriculum and
teachers’ qualiﬁcations are regularly checked
by both ministries.
Additionally, students take the same tests
and the evaluations they would in any French
school in France or abroad. Students also
regularly enter national or international competitions, including writing competitions,
where they often win prizes. The Baccalauréat
success rate is very high (100% in 2012), and
students mainly ﬁnishing with honours. In addition, students have access to the latest technologies, with up to date computer equipment
and very efﬁcient science labs.
Not just academic: learning about citizenship
values and culture
The French-Cypriot school does not only
produce academically-proﬁcient students. It
aims to develop the qualities that will make
students grow up to be responsible, conﬁdent
adults; open-minded, critical thinkers, respectful and able to adapt to the modern world.

In addition to the core subjects such as languages, mathematics, science and history, the
school gives importance to the arts, sports,
civic instruction and an education in sustainable development.
Throughout the year many days are devoted
to these topics: science days, music festivals,
art shows. The school also organises regular
outings for students: visits to museums, concerts, the theatre and exhibitions.
In school, teachers strive to teach students
respect, civility and tolerance. Students learn
that the quality of their behaviour is as important as their academic performance.
Many facilities for families
The school fees are extremely reasonable for
the quality education on offer. The school also
offers a bus, cafeteria, extra-curricular activities, including a music school, and childcare facilities in order to best meet the speciﬁc needs
of families.
Choosing a school for your child is a very important decision, a huge commitment. It is important to consider the educational programme
but also the values you want to instill.
The French-Cypriot school invites prospective parents to visit and talk about their vision
for their child’s future and children to meet the
teachers.
Choosing a school should be a family project.
Success also requires trust and mutual respect
between the student, their family and the
school. The school believes it can offer that; in
fact, it guarantees it.

V
SUNDAY MAIL • March 10, 2013

PrivateEducation

English private school with
real international outlook
THE
Heritage
Private
School and Institute is an
impressive sight in the hills
along the main Limassol
to Troodos road. With 940
culturally diverse students
aged two to 18 on roll, the
school is truly international in its intake and philosophy. “We are proud to
hold the prestigious British Council International
School Award for outstanding development of the
international
dimension
in the curriculum,” says
Dr Kypros Kouris, Director and Secondary School
Headteacher. Other recent
awards include co-founder
and co-director Zoe Kouris
being named 2011 Cyprus
Business Woman of the
Year, and the School being
selected as the only business from the education
sector to represent Cyprus
in the 2011 HSBC European Business Awards.
This academically selective
school, approved by the Ministry of Education and Culture in Cyprus, aims to provide the same high quality of
education as a well-respected UK private school, yet
with very competitive fees.
All teaching is in English, and
the School uses the UK National Curriculum and standard assessments, including
Cambridge Checkpoints in

Year 9, ECDL qualiﬁcations,
French DELF examinations,
Greek competency examinations, GCSEs, IGCSEs,
AS and A Levels. The Heritage is a Cambridge International Fellowship Centre,
and a centre for Cambridge
International Examinations
and Edexcel International
Examinations. Limited class
sizes give a high level of attention and support for each
student, and regular homework consolidates and enhances learning.
Friendly yet disciplined
Zoe Kouris explains: “Our
school is a caring community, aiming to develop the full
potential of every individual.
Students are encouraged to
develop personal values to
guide them throughout life”.
Gary Butcher, Headteacher
of the Kindergarten and Primary School, adds: “We help
the children to accept responsibility for their learning
from an early age, and to always be proud of their efforts
and achievements”.
Bringing education to life
The school’s well-qualiﬁed
and experienced staff are
kept up to date with UK educational developments and
EU education standards,
and visitors often comment
on the high level of interac-

children and adults.

‘Singing in the Rain’ production
tion between teachers and
students. Many students
achieve exceptional IGCSE
and AS/A Level results,
some receiving Cambridge
or Edexcel High Achiever
Awards. The school believes
in educational continuity, so
all are encouraged to stay on
for Years 12-13, and relevant,
quality work experience can
be arranged. Students graduate with external examination certiﬁcates, and with a
formal Leaving Certiﬁcate
(Apolytirion). They are fully
supported with higher education applications, and typically, all leavers progress to
university.

Extracurricular and Institute
“Every student can excel at
something”, says Dr Kouris,
“so we offer many academic,
cultural, sporting and extracurricular activities to help
everyone to increase self-esteem, maturity, and ﬁnd their
own niche.” In addition, the
Summer School offers a valuable and rewarding experience during the vacation.
The Heritage Private Institute offers a range of subjects
including English, Greek,
French, Russian, Art and
Photography, ICT, sports
and dance, with a record of
excellent results, and many
other afternoon courses for

Facilities
One of the bonuses of studying at the school is its stunning location with mountain
and sea views, and its 1,500
seat outdoor amphitheatre,
which hosts school and community dramatic and musical productions.
There is ample car parking
for the school run, and the
school also arranges a bus
service from many locations
around Limassol.
The innovatively-designed
buildings,
including
the
brand new Early Years area,
contain well-lit classrooms
with interactive whiteboards,
heating and air conditioning,
to provide learning in comfort all year round. Creative
displays of work and art exhibitions always enhance
the walls. Performing Arts
are particularly strong at
the school, using specialist
drama studios and sound-insulated music rooms. Recent
productions include Singin’
in the Rain and Fiddler on
the Roof. Out of school hours,

PATH (Performing Arts at
The Heritage) offers classes
in Drama, Music and Dance.
There are well-equipped science and computer laboratories and a Learning Resource
Centre with a well-stocked
library, study desks and computers.
Sports and games form
an exciting and essential
element in the educational
process. Competition is encouraged, but good sportsmanship and team spirit are
of paramount importance.
The school has various
teams which participate in
inter-school tournaments.
The many sports facilities
at the school’s on-site stadium include tennis courts,
cricket practice lanes and a
FIFA Star 1 full-size football
pitch.
The School Cafeteria serves
nourishing
home-cooked
food, and the diligent team
of cleaning and maintenance
staff ensure that the buildings and grounds provide a
clean, safe and healthy environment in which to work,
study and play.
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Learning and growing in a
Montessori environment
TUCKED away in Engomi one can ﬁnd Little
Gems Montessori Nursery – the only nursery
school in Cyprus accredited by the Montessori
Evaluation and Accreditation Board (MEAB),
UK. A genuine Montessori setting committed to
deliver Montessori education through the recognition of meeting the standards and criteria
of a Montessori accrediting body. Accreditation
is an important aspect in educational establishments, and parents can therefore rest assured
that their children are attending a genuine setting at Little Gems.
Little Gems seeks to provide a loving, caring
and stimulating environment in which children
may learn, grow and develop under the guidance of caring teachers, other parents and their
peers, following the Montessori philosophy and
method. An environment where children will
ﬂourish, build independence and grow in conﬁdence in a family atmosphere.
The ethos of a Montessori school is that the education is pupil-led. Children learn and progress
at their own pace, developing independence and
an understanding of the world around them. At
Little Gems Montessori Nursery children are
offered these unique opportunities of self-development by virtue of specially trained staff as
two areas of Montessori teachers’ expertise lie
in being skilled and careful observers who notice readiness within the child and, creating a
beautiful and carefully prepared environment.
The aims and objectives at Little Gems Montessori Nursery are:
To promote the development of happy, conﬁ-

dent and well-balanced children
To provide for children aged 2-6 years old in
Cyprus. As Cyprus is a multi-cultural society it
will aim to meet the needs of children from diverse cultures and backgrounds
To foster and promote emotional well-being, a
positive self-image, self-conﬁdence, self-esteem
and a feeling of community
To allow children to enjoy their childhood as
the unique time it is, to play, to laugh, to relate
and to unfold their potentialities
To offer a holistic approach to the child’s development
To lay solid foundations for future schooling
where children are allowed to follow their own
nature, supported by healthy boundaries
The opening hours at Little Gems are 8am to
12.30pm. An early drop-off from 7.15 is offered
to parents that may require this. The school
also runs an extended day with exciting themes
from 12.30 to 3pm. A ﬁve-week summer school
is offered throughout the month of July.
Little Gems Montessori Nursery is currently
accepting enrolments for next school year,
2013/14.
For further information call Carola on: 22
351319 or 99 950070, littlegemsmontessori@
gmail.com, www.littlegemsmontessori.com

ACCEPTING
ENROLMENTS
FOR 2013/14
A genuine Montessori nursery
where children flourish,
build independence and
grow in confidence in
a family atmosphere.
www.littlegemsmontessori.com
littlegemsmontessori@gmail.com
22 351 319 or 999 500 70
Accredited by Montessori Evaluation and Accreditation Board, UK
Licensed by the Ministry of Education and Culture

A Russian – English private
school in the heart of Limassol
L.I.T.C is a Russian - English private, multicultural school providing elementary and comprehensive secondary education in Limassol,
only a two-minute walk from the seaside and
a ﬁve-minute walk from the town centre.
Founded in 1993, the school has traditionally welcomed migrant children from Eastern European countries, mainly from Russia,
Ukraine, Belarus, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania etc. Approved by the Cyprus Ministry of
Education and Culture, the school follows
the curriculum of the Ministry of Education
of the Russian Federation, but with an emphasis on English language, since English is
taught on a daily basis.
Teaching personnel are carefully selected
to match the standards of the education the
school aims to provide. At the school there
are Russian and English native-speaking
teachers, bilingual teachers as well as Greek
and Spanish native speaking teachers to
guarantee the best possible results in the
ﬁeld. Teaching staff are highly qualiﬁed and
experienced.
The school’s policy in this respect has paid
off since most of its graduates are now studying successfully in universities of Cyprus,
Europe, Russia, Australia, Canada, the USA
and others. The school’s students have also
won awards for their success in local competitions in mathematics, chemistry, sports
and others.
Having successfully passed their ﬁnal examinations, school leavers from the 9th and
11th forms are awarded a Secondary School
Leaving Certiﬁcate (Apolytirion) of the Republic of Cyprus and optionally, having taken
exams at the Russian Embassy School, obtain the relevant Attestat from the Ministry
of Education of the Russian Federation.
L.I.T.C. has been awarded certiﬁcates of
recognition by the Embassy of the Russian
Federation in Cyprus for its contribution in
the development and the strengthening of
Russian-Cypriot friendship and for actively
promoting the Russian language and culture
on the island.
Moreover, the school is currently participating in two Comenius projects which form
part of the Long Life Learning Programme
of the European Commission. These activi-

ties have given teachers the opportunity to
learn from others’ experiences and exchange
opinions with European Partners. One of
the programmes involves students who have
travelled to Poland where they participated
in the making of a ﬁlm and other projects,
thus enriching their learning process as well
as their lives in general.
Within the framework of its cultural development programme, the school has established close working relationships with some
public schools at which Russian is taught as
a foreign language. Their visits have served
the purpose of promoting both languages,
strengthening the ties between the Russian
and Greek speaking communities in Cyprus,
and giving students the chance to practice
their language skills.
The school’s well-equipped premises include spacious and well-lit classrooms, a rich
library and DVD collection. The school often organises events in the form of colourful
musical dance performances, the participation of students in major cultural and sports
events, education and leisure excursions.
The school canteen serves hot meals
(breakfast, lunch) and soft healthy drinks.
Transport is also provided on request.
The L.I.T.C. Private Institute offers a variety of courses for both students and adults in
the afternoon as well as on Saturday mornings. Among these are Russian, English,
Greek, Spanish, Italian, German and French.
The institute also provides ICT (GCSE &
ECDL), and Art (for small children as well
as GCEs for the older students), Chess and
Sports, preparatory classes, extended day
groups, extracurricular activities and external studies for pupils from English and Greek
schools.
The school’s convenient location enables it
to organise extracurricular summer activities
for Summer School students. L.I.T.C. Summer English School, starting on June 10 2013,
offers daily English and Russian lessons, IT
and Mathematics courses.
L.I.T.C. Russian-English private School
340 Agiou Andreou Str., 3035 Limassol.
admin@litcschool.com, www.litcschool.com

y Russian Language Crash Course
Starting March 12th, 2013
Taught by experienced, qualified, Russian- native speaking teachers
 English Language Summer School
y
Starting June 10th , 2013
 Professional Translation Services
Russian
– English – Greek – German – Italian
y
French – Spanish – Romanian and other
340-342, Agiou Andreou Str., 3035 Limassol
Tel: 25343376, Fax: 25343398,
paola@litcschool.com www.litcschool.com
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Childhood ADHD may lead to troubles later on in life
NEARLY a third of people diagnosed as children with attention
deﬁcit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD) still have the condition
in adulthood, according to a US
study of thousands.
The researchers, whose ﬁndings
appeared in Pediatrics, also found
that these people were more
likely to develop other mental disorders, such as anxiety or depression, and commit suicide.
Led by William Barbaresi from
Boston Children's Hospital, they
found that about 29 per cent of
participants in the study who were
diagnosed with ADHD as children
ended up carrying that diagnosis
over into their late twenties.
"They still clearly had symptoms
that continued to be consistent

with that diagnosis," said Barbaresi. "But that in itself has been
an area of difﬁculty and controversy."
ADHD, the most common neurodevelopmental condition, affects
between three and seven per cent
of US school children, according
to the US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).
It's more common in boys than in
girls.
The CDC says children with
ADHD tend to have a hard time
paying attention, to be forgetful,
ﬁdget and be easily distracted, to
the point that it creates problems
at school, home and with their
friends.
For their study - which Barbaresi started while at the Mayo Clinic

in Rochester, Minnesota - the
researchers followed 5,718 children who were born in that area
between 1976 and 1982. Of those,
387 were diagnosed with ADHD as
children and gave the researchers
access to their medical records.
Barbaresi and his colleagues
then invited the participants to
be re-evaluated when they were
29. Overall, 232 of the childhood
ADHD patients agreed to take
part, and the researchers found
that 68 still had the disorder around 29 per cent.
But even those whose ADHD
diagnosis did not persist into
adulthood were still more likely to
suffer from at least one psychiatric
condition other than ADHD, with
at least 57 per cent suffering with

such things as alcohol or substance
abuse, anxiety or depression.
That compared to 35 per cent of
the people in a comparison group
who did not have ADHD while
growing up.
People diagnosed with ADHD
were also more likely to commit
suicide. Researchers found that
three of the 387 participants with
childhood ADHD had committed
suicide, compared to just seven of
the 4,946 non-ADHD participants.
"The ﬁnding about suicide is
new," said Mary Solanto, director
of the ADHD Center at the Icahn
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York. "It was suggested
in another one of these... studies, but in this study the sample
size was large enough for it to be

signiﬁcant."
Solanto, who was not involved in
the new research, said that many
of the study's other ﬁndings had
been seen previously, but that this
study was larger and the subjects
were drawn from the general
population.
The study's authors warned that
their ﬁndings may not apply to
children across the United States
because the study participants
were from mostly white, middleclass families in one part of Minnesota.
"There are a lot of people who
have had it (ADHD) that learned
to cope and deal with it," Solanto
said. "But in order for that to happen, it's important to diagnose
and treat it as soon as possible."

Female
graduates
‘still earn
less’
FEMALE graduates are still
likely to be earning thousands of pounds less than
their male counterparts, a
new report suggests.
It reveals that women in the
UK are likely to be on lower
salaries than men, even if
they attended the same type
of university and studied the
same subject.
This is despite laws designed to ensure equal access
to jobs and pay, according
to the Higher Education Careers Services Unit (Hecsu).
In a new article, published
in Graduate Market Trends,
Hecsu examined the 2012
earnings of students who
applied to higher education
in 2006 using a study called
Futuretrack.
The ﬁndings show that
more women's earnings were
at the lower end of the salary range, with many taking
home pay of between £1517,999 and £21-23,999.
Men were more likely to
earn salaries of £24,000 or
more, the report said.
It suggests that average
earnings of men were higher
than women's across all
degree subject areas, even
if more women had taken
those subjects than men.
The report adds men appear
to have earned more than
women who started university with the same number of
Ucas points and attended the
same type of institution.
"When graduate earnings
are examined by subject it is
clear that women earned less
than men who studied the
same subject," it said.
Article author Jane Artess,
Hecsu director of research,
said: "Equal opportunity to
access jobs and pay has been
enshrined in legislation for 40
years yet Futuretrack found
that being female can make
a difference to a graduate's
earning power.
"Despite having the same
Ucas entry tariff points,
attending the same type of
institution and studying the
same subject, men are commanding higher salaries than
women."
She said the gender distribution of graduate earnings
was "strikingly uneven".
"This is true across all the
broad subject areas, even
where women's participation
is greater than men's," she
said.

Being streamed from a young age may impact educational attainment later on, the study said

Younger children often
found in bottom groups
Further evidence youngest children in class more likely to get low results
By Alison Kershaw
SUMMER-born children are
more likely to be put into
bottom groups for lessons
than their older classmates,
research suggests.
A new study has found that
youngsters who were born
in September, at the start
of the school year in the UK,
were three times more likely
to be in top ability streams
than those with birthdays
in August, at the end of the
school year.
There are also differences
when pupils are grouped
by ability within their own
class, or for certain subjects,
it says.
The report warns that

grouping children in this
way could be detrimental
to younger children, who
are already more likely to
achieve lower results and be
diagnosed with special educational needs.
The study, by the Institute
of Education at the University of London, looked at information on the schooling
of more than 5,000 children
in England who are being
followed as part of the Millennium cohort study.
It found that by the age of
seven, just over 70 per cent
of children born in September were in the top stream,
compared with less than 30
per cent of those born in August.
About 30 per cent of Au-

gust-born children were in
the bottom stream, compared with around 10 per
cent of September-born
youngsters.
The researchers deﬁne
streaming as dividing all
pupils in a year group into
classes based on academic
ability.

ABILITY
The study found that 97
per cent of the children in
the study were grouped
by ability by the time they
were seven - within their
year, class, or both.
Around 30 per cent of the
youngsters were grouped
within their year for English, and 37 per cent were

grouped for maths. Nearly
four-ﬁfths were grouped
within their class for all or
most lessons.
The study reveals that
when children are split in
class, summer-born pupils
are more likely to be put
into a lower ability group.
It suggests that around
55 per cent of Septemberborn children who were
grouped in class were put
into a top ability set, compared with just over 20 per
cent of those with August
birthdays.
Less than 10 per cent of
September pupils were in
the lowest ability group,
compared with around 30
per cent of August-born
youngsters.

Study
author
Tammy
Campbell said: "If teachers place younger pupils early in their school career
- in lower ability groupings,
and older pupils in higher
groupings, this hasty (and
potentially
premature)
sorting may have a signiﬁcant impact on subsequent
differences in educational
attainment."
Previous research has
shown that younger children tend to do less well academically than their older
peers, and that summerborn youngsters are also
likely to be less conﬁdent,
more frequently diagnosed
with special educational
needs and more likely to be
bullied, the report said.
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Open a new door
for your child…
WHAT does it mean to send
your child to an international school? The American
International School in Cyprus is not only dedicated
to inspiring students towards achieving academic
excellence, but also teaches
students the value of cultural diversity, perspective and
voice, while preparing them
to be socially responsible
world citizens.
Approximately 50+ nationalities can be found within
the walls of AISC. Forty per
cent of students are local
Cypriot families who desire
an American and international educational leading
to an American University
Preparatory and/or International Baccalaureate Diploma. The school’s quality
academic programmes are
designed to teach students
conceptual
understandings, rich content and skills
in a multi-national environment where each students’
strengths are nurtured and
developed. The Diploma programmes prepare students
for any post-secondary university of their choice. AISC
was the ﬁrst school in Cyprus to offer the IB Diploma.
By attending AISC, children
get much more than just
schooling – they are getting
an education for life.
The American International School in Cyprus is
committed to a number
of
internationally-minded
governing statements and
beliefs which shape its approaches, outlook, policies
and day to day interactions.
It promotes a sense of indi-

viduality and a concept of
teamwork while striving to
ensure that everyone’s opinion is respected and heard.
As a member of the European Council of International Schools, accredited by the
Middle States Association of
Colleges and Schools, and
authorised by the IB, AISC
promotes and cultivates
internationally-minded attitudes across the school
community. These include
an openness and willingness
to learn about various perspectives and other cultures,
while continuing to value and
appreciate one’s own and
the host country culture. An
appreciation for and intent
to teach and provide opportunities for multilingualism,
diversity, cooperative learning, conﬂict mediation skills
and cross cultural awareness
are at the heart of AISC each
and every day.
The AISC Human Rights
Policy governs all interactions in the school includ-

ing staff and students and
the way it approaches conﬂict and decisions around
discipline. The policy was
developed by parents, staff
and students with particular attention given to everyone’s freedom from being
set apart or mocked because
of national origin and ac-

cent, race, gender, religion,
culture, social class, intelligence, sexuality, physical
strength, handicap, size,
features, friendship groups
and age. The Human Rights
Policy aims to ensure that
everyone at AISC has a right
to safety and security and
the school community val-

The American International School in Cyprus
• Accredited by the Middle States
Association of Colleges & Schools,
USA and the International Baccalaureate (IB)
• University Acceptances Worldwide
• Greek Language Program for Native and Foreign Speakers and 25
other Foreign Languages offered
• ESL (English as a Second
Language Program)
• LSC (Learning Support Services)
• Highly Qualiﬁed Teachers
Tel: 22316345 – Fax: 22316549
Addr es s : 11 Kas s os Str eet, 1086 Nicos ia
Webs ite: www.ais c.ac.cy

International Baccalaureate Tradition Since 1994
• IB classes for the last two years
of High School
• Highly trained and experienced IB
teachers, and examiners.
• Students graduate with double diploma:
American Diploma and IB
Contact our IB Coordinator by phone or email kcoppes@aisc.ac.cy
for more information, or visit our website www.aisc.ac.cy

Your International School in Nicosia
There are still spaces available for students who meet our admission requirements.
Contact the Admissions Director Ms. Barakat at sbarakat@aisc.ac.cy for admissions packet or telephone the school.

ues the importance of not
making any one sector of the
school feel undervalued or
underrepresented.
The school’s student council leadership programmes,
clubs, athletic teams and
community service activities strive to develop participatory and team building
skills. Its Student Councils
develop collaborative decision making skills and learn
how to operate as an effective team. AISC supports
many local and global programmes and charities and
responds with empathy and
action towards international
events. Its students initiate,
drives and organise charities, invite local disadvantaged youth to the school,
or conduct action-service in
the homes of local families.
Students in Middle and High
School actively attend and
support local and international tournaments. Teams
participate in both competitive and friendly events and
as a result students have
opportunities to further reﬁne their team-building and
sportsmanship skills with
other students from all over
the world. When teams and
clubs travel, students are
regularly hosted by international families offering AISC
students further exposure to
different family traditions,
ways of life, and cultures in
settings unfamiliar to them.
The school’s curriculum
covers world religions, using
a comparative methodology
so students understand and
learn about different values,
beliefs and viewpoints and
are able to communicate
perspectives
conﬁdently
and sensitively. AISC does
not teach a religion, rather
it teaches about religions.
It starts comparative religion education as early as
the elementary with our parent invitations to come into
classrooms to share traditions and celebrations from
all over the world, but more
formally in Grade 6 in the
World Cultural Humanities
Programme. In grades 6-10
each year in social studies
the birth of religions are discussed and critically compared including reasons why
some religions became more
prevalent than others. The
school believes international
students need to be knowledgeable about how others
think, believe and operate in
the world around them.
AISC connects concepts
and skills to the international arena where they naturally ﬁt. Each K-12 curricu-

To learn about the
school’s academic
programmes, IB
Programme, student life
and community, university
placements/college and
career information visit
www.aisc.ac.cy, to talk
with the Admissions
Director contact Sandra
Barakat sbarakat@aisc.
ac.cy or at 22 316345

lum unit is designed to ﬁnd
a relationship to the larger
global society and question
how others from different
cultures think. IB students
in Grades 11 and 12 take a
Theory of Knowledge Class
which is an evaluation and
critique of how we assimilate
knowledge in our lives. Seniors conduct a 4,500 word
original research study each
year embedded with global
connections.
Multilingualism is valued
and viewed positively and
this appreciation is formally
expanded and expressed
with the implementation of
25 foreign languages across
the AISC school programme
for all students. AISC knows
that in order to be truly internationally-minded
and
to prepare students for the
future, it must support multilingualism. As a result, the
school is committed to an
international language programme from the elementary level to Grade 12 where
everyone has access to learning languages.
AISC is committed to
developing School’s Parent and Student Network
(PASNET) to help build a
community spirit of cultural
diversity under the umbrella of the School’s Mission
Statement. As part of its
Strategic Plan, PASNET has
been actively involved in creating events which celebrate
cultures and cultural differences to enhance students’
experiences at school. AISC
students value their varied
multi-national and multiethnic backgrounds and
are proud to communicate
about them.
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After 40 years, focus remains on future
THIS year, Logos School
proudly celebrates its 40th
anniversary. As one of the
oldest English schools in
Limassol, it has a well-established reputation for solid
academic and moral standards. Starting in 1973 with
just 13 students, it now has
300, of over 30 different nationalities and still has contact with many of its former
students. While important
milestones and anniversaries cause the school to reﬂect on the past and enjoy
the many happy memories,
its focus is squarely on the
future. Education, teaching
practices and educational
equipment are always changing and the school seeks to
distinguish between passing fads and what advances
are clearly for the children’s
beneﬁt. The Board of Governors is committed to building a new school with ﬁrst
class facilities that will further enhance the learning
experience of students and
staff.
With around 300 students
from kindergarten through
to A Level, Logos School
could either be classiﬁed
as a small school or a large
family. Due to its size, the
school is small enough to
build strong, family-like relationships and large enough
to offer a competitive edge.
A family atmosphere is
certainly something that
Logos School seeks to cul-

A family atmosphere is
certainly something that Logos
School seeks to cultivate
tivate, recognising children
will perform much better
academically if they are in
a happy, safe environment.
In an ideal learning environment, the children will
respect the teaching staff,
their peers and most impor-

tantly themselves. Logos
has the luxury of small class
sizes with plenty of individual attention. Primary classes
do not exceed 24 (with no
more than 20 students in the
early years) and the higher
level secondary courses of-

ten provide tutorial-style
instruction for less than ﬁve
students. Over the years, the
intimate atmosphere has
been a trademark of Logos
School.
The tuition provided is in
English, although Greek is
offered throughout. A UKbased curriculum is used as
students are prepared for
IGCSEs, AS and A-levels.
The school is a centre for
the University of Cambridge
International Examinations
Board and the Edexcel Examinations board. Qualiﬁcations in these examinations
allow many of the students
to study at universities in
the UK. Students who complete grade 12 also receive
their high school diploma
(equivalent to the Apolytirion), the necessary qualiﬁcation for entering higher
education establishments in
Cyprus, the USA and many
other countries.
Logos School offers a comprehensive education. This
means it believes all stu-

dents should be given a fair
chance to fulﬁl their potential and lessons are differentiated to ﬁt the needs of
every child in the class. Its
team of dedicated and caring
staff believes in teaching the
child, not just the subject,
placing great importance on
discipline, high moral standards and putting the needs
of others above our own. It
seeks to prepare students
to have a positive impact on
society, as well as for higher
education and employment.
Many families choose to enroll their children at Logos
School because of its strong
reputation as a school that is
devoted to the whole child.
It believes that its role in developing young people who
are truly prepared to make
a difference in their world
means instilling discipline,
respect and integrity. The
school takes moral development seriously and refuses
to compromise in the shifting sands of today’s values.
More than just a school,
Logos is a community. Many
parents through the years
have commented on the
unique atmosphere and
unity between staff and students that prevails. This is
something of which Logos is
justiﬁably proud. Its desire is
that each family is sure that
this is exactly where their
child belongs, a place where
they will be happy and can
learn in a safe environment.

