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special report

PrivateEducation
A round up of some of the choices available to prospective parents

Should you go
private?
Τhe best private schools are those that will encourage children to achieve in
traditional areas while challenging them to investigate who they really are
ome critics say that
the university admissions process is
unfair in that it fails
to recognise that many pupils underachieve at state
schools because of a lack
of opportunities and high
expectations, while private
schools are often highly selective and are therefore
failing if they do not get excellent results. The parents
are also often wealthy, ambitious and well educated
themselves! But it is the results of course that matter in
the end, some university admissions tutors might say; it
is not they that discriminate
but the exam system.
With more and more teenagers applying to university,
it is important that pupils
are able to get the best possible grades they can, and in
the traditional subjects that
the top universities now explicitly say they require. This
is what private schools pride
themselves on doing well;
it is the reason that many
parents invest thousands of
pounds into educating their

S

children privately.
Around the world, the motivations of parents are similar. They want the best for
their children, often simply
in terms of academic results
and they naturally look pri-

marily to the schools with
the best academic reputations. But parents often
don’t see beyond an impressive list of university acceptances and exam results.
Surely you would expect a

good private school to market itself well, highlighting
its successes. And there is
no denying that any school
that can regularly boast getting pupils accepted into
Oxbridge or Harvard must

be doing something right.
The question is what?
It might simply be that they
select the brightest and the
best pupils (or those that
have been coached well) in
the ﬁrst place. Or the successes might be the result of
excellent teaching in small
classes, lots of individual
attention, and good advice
about subject choices and
career options.

from in the ﬁrst place!).
If a parent who opts for
private education has ambitions for their child to get
into Cambridge or become
a doctor, this isn’t necessarily going to happen just because they attend a private
school, even at the best private schools with a history
of great results. The point of
education is for children to
discover who they are, what

But what about developing the
whole child, including excellent
opportunities in sport and the arts?
But what about developing the whole child, including excellent opportunities
in sport and the arts? The
point is that private schools
come in many different guises and it can be a bit of a
mineﬁeld choosing the one
that is best for your child (although slightly less difﬁcult
if there are fewer to choose

they are good at and to get
the qualiﬁcations they need
to get on to the next step of
the ladder, wherever that is.
However, going to a private school does mean that
you are statistically slightly
more likely to achieve these
ambitions but primarily

TURN TO PAGE 18
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continued from page 17
because you are more likely
to get the right grades. The
information that schools
give out often only tells part
of the story. If a school advertises its fantastic results,
then the purpose is to attract those parents who are
primarily interested in getting similar results for their
child. But many pupils will
achieve great results wherever they go to school be-

cause they are motivated to
work hard.
And in Cyprus, many pupils, even those in private
education, are receiving private lessons on top to support them through. When
it comes to supporting pupils to achieve great results
the only question you need
to ask of a school is what it
will do when your child isn’t
doing well. How well will
they be supported in school
without the need to pay

more on top?
One Oxford University admissions tutor said recently, on the radio, that they
could tell the difference between those candidates who
achieve the top grades by
pushing themselves to the
limit and those for whom the
top grades are just the start.
They want to see candidates
who think beyond the exam
criteria, and who have much
wider interests and a genuine love of learning. This is

the most valuable thing a
good private school can give
you, freedom to choose from
any number of activities, an
interest in everything and
the conﬁdence to achieve
what you are capable of.
Good
private
schools
should be advising their pupils to take the traditional
exam subjects and supporting high achievement
in them. But those that
encourage the broadest
range of interests and pay

the most attention to your
child’s individual needs,
without the need to go outside the school for anything
extra, are the ones doing the
best job.
Other reasons parents
chose private schools include:
The language issue: if it is
your intention to send your
children to the UK or the
US for university, then it is a
deﬁnite advantage for them
to have been taught in English, especially if they are
surrounded by native English speakers. They can get
a place at university without UK or US qualiﬁcations
or the IB, but universities
will want to know that the
student’s language skills in
English are good enough to
cope with the course.
On the other hand, most
parents, who send their children to study in an English

language curriculum school,
want them to maintain a
high level of communication skills in their native language too. So it is important
to ask about which languages are on offer and to what
level. Private schools in Cyprus are relatively small, so
if students want to study
Greek and English, they often do not have a choice of
studying any other modern
languages as well, at least
not without giving up other
subjects.
Small class size: Many parents believe this is something worth paying for. Small
class sizes are a good thing.
While it is clearly not the
case that bad teachers can
suddenly teach just because
the classes are small, it does
mean that good teachers
can give your children lots
more time and individual attention.

The Falcon School: because a great
education is the best investment
for your child’s future

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS
FRIDAY 6TH MARCH 2015: 2.00 pm
Telephone: 22 424781
Email: admissions@falconschool.ac.cy
www.falconschool.ac.cy
… because a great education is the best investment for your child’s future

TEACHING VACANCIES FOR SEPTEMBER 2015
Teacher of Biology to GCE A Level
Teacher of English Language to IGCSE level
Please send up to date CV and letter of application to
admissions@falconschool.ac.cy by Friday 20th March

WHAT makes the Falcon special? To a great
extent it’s the students. They are remarkable: self-assured and with a huge array of
talents and interests. They know how to
work and play. They are fun to be with.
Helping Falcon students to develop into
responsible young adults is a team of teachers and support staff who are dedicated professionals with a genuine, long-term commitment to the school and the students in
their care.
Together, the students and teachers of the
Falcon work towards fulﬁlling a vision of
education which has been ingrained in the
school since 1976 when it was founded by
the late Mr Ierides and his wife.
What is that vision? The Falcon provides
an enquiring learning environment where
all members of the community are valued

and encouraged to bring out the best in
themselves. Falcon teachers and students
work together as critical thinkers and lifelong learners, prepared to take on the social
and technological challenges of the modern
world, making the best use of their strengths
and talents.
Academic success is undoubtedly important to all at the Falcon because it allows
access to higher education and a range of
fulﬁlling careers, but there are greater objectives than just achieving good grades
at IGCSE or A level. The Falcon is a place
where lasting relationships are formed, between students and their teachers, where
a variety of sports are played and a huge
range of interests are developed - where it
is good to excel, and most important to set
your own goals and strive to achieve them.
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Follow a University of the
West of England degree
at Alexander College
ALEXANDER College works in
close collaboration with the University of the West of England (UWE)
in Bristol to offer students access
to a range of highly competitive
UK undergraduate and postgraduate degree courses. The courses are
delivered at Alexander College here
in Cyprus (UWE Larnaca Campus),
which allows for a more convenient
and considerably less costly student
experience without compromising
education standards. Graduating
students will be equipped to move
on to their chosen ﬁeld with an in-

ternationally recognised UK degree directly from the University of
the West of England - “The highest
ranking UK University currently offering degrees in Cyprus” according
to The Guardian’s, UK University
Rankings
The University of the West of England Undergraduate Honour programmes delivered at Alexander
College run for a duration of only
three years instead of the usual four
years required on other undergraduate programmes of the island. The
college offers a selection of creative

and academic courses at undergraduate level. Subjects currently
available are Law, Criminology and
Business Management with Accounting & Finance, Graphic Design, Interior Design, Garden and
Landscape Design, Photography,
Fashion and Fine Art.
Programmes at postgraduate level (Masters) require 12-18 months
full time study to complete and are
available in the subjects of MA Education, MSc Business Management
and MA Design.
All courses are recognised by
the Cypriot accreditation body
(KYSATS) and students are entitled to a state grant of up to €3,417.
Additionally, Alexander College offers guidance and assistance to help
its students fulﬁll their goals upon
graduation and start a professional
career, and has developed excellent
relations with the private and the
public sector to help the employability of its students. Members of
the private and public sector participate in discussion panels during
project reviews creating more opportunities for student recognition
from guest visitors. The Final Show,
held during the graduation ceremony at the end of each academic
year provides a way to promote students’ creative work and offers networking opportunities and contact
with industry professionals.

The college has entered into its 24th
year and has been operating from
the new modern custom-designed
premises since 2012. The building
covers an area of over 3,000m² over
four ﬂoors, with purpose built studios for design-based courses such
as graphics, interior, landscape design etc, several computer labs, an
auditorium, photography studio and
dark room, lecture rooms equipped
with audio and visual digital presentation facilities, a library and
resource centre, a printing shop,
internet stations, wireless internet
facility, staff and faculty ofﬁces, administration areas and a modern
all-day cafeteria/restaurant.
Since it was established in 1991,
Alexander College has been dedicated to fostering the individual
success of its students and their
development as responsible, wellrounded and informed citizens
of the world. Its philosophy is to
provide lifelong learning by equipping students with the essential
academic tools required to promote
personal growth and professional

development during and beyond
their studies. Alexander College is a
learning-centred institution and as
such, utilises a wide range of learning aids from both internal and external sources to provide students
with an environment that is challenging, practical and supportive of
their personal and academic needs.
The college’s main objectives are to
maintain the delivery of high quality academic programmes, training
opportunities and services through
constant evaluation, development
and upgrading.
Alexander College delivers education created in an environment of
challenge, professionalism, collaboration and fun. Experience through
the years has shown that graduates
maintain a good reputation and a
positive impact in the community.
By strengthening the academic
and social experience of students,
Alexander College invests in their
future which consequently helps to
fulﬁll the college’s goals and vision.
The student remains the heart of its
success and achievement.

bettertogether

DEGREES IN CYPRUS
UNDERGRADUATE COURSES

POSTGRADUATE COURSES

(3 YEARS)

(12-16 MONTHS)

LLB(Hons) Law
BA(Hons) Criminology
BA(Hons) Graphic Design
BA(Hons) Interior Design
BA(Hons) Fine Arts
BA(Hons) Fashion
BA(Hons) Photography
BA(Hons) Garden & Landscape Design
BA(Hons) Business Management
with Accounting & Finance

MSc Business Management
MA Education
MA Design

FOR ENQUIRIES AND APPLICATIONS PLEASE CONTACT ALEXANDER COLLEGE:

2 Artas Street, Aradippou 7102, Larnaca, Cyprus Tel: (+357) 24532373 Email: info@alexander.ac.cy
Alexander College Website: www.alexander.ac.cy UWE Bristol Website: www.uwe.ac.uk

- The Guardian,
UK University Rankings

UWE BRISTOL
DEGREES ONLY AT

UNDERGRADUATE
DEGREES

3 YEARS
FULL TIME STUDY
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European
universities
can now
join UCAS
Institutions can join if up to
same standard as UK peers
By Alison Kershaw
STUDENTS may be able to
apply to European universities through UCAS in the
future.
The admissions service
has announced that it will
consider requests from institutions on the continent
to join the system if they
can show that they meet
the same standards as universities in Britain.
The move opens the door
for universities in places
such as the Netherlands to
take part in the annual admissions process.
UCAS said that including
a wider range of institutions offers students more
choice.
“The higher education
environment has changed

signiﬁcantly in the last few
years with the intention
of giving students more
choice,” UCAS said.
“With more choice in the
market there is a need to
ensure that student interests are protected.
“We want students who
apply for courses through
UCAS to be conﬁdent that
they are applying for a veriﬁed qualiﬁcation at an institution which meets the
relevant quality standards.
As a consequence, we have
reviewed the criteria for access to UCAS services to
ensure that they are ﬁt for
purpose in this changing
environment.
“We will therefore consider
requests from European
higher education providers
to use UCAS services if they
can demonstrate that they

UCAS says it will consider requests from European higher education providers to use its services
meet equivalent standards
to those in the UK.”
It added that it considered
a number of requests from
universities and colleges
each year, and those that
are successful become part
of its course search and admissions service.
Details of requests that are
under consideration are not
disclosed, UCAS said.
A number of European
universities already teach

ENCOURAGE

CURIOSITY
A genuine
Montessori nursery
where children flourish,
build independence
and grow in confidence
in a family atmosphere.

DISCOVER

the difference
ESSENTIAL

KNOWLEDGE
The only fully accredited and
established Montessori school in
Cyprus - Larnaka & Nicosia.
littlegemsmontessori@gmail.com
.com
Nicosia: 22 351319 & 999 50070
0070
Larnaka: 96 557661
Accredited by Montessori Evaluation and Accreditation Board, UK
Licensed by the Ministry of Education and Culture

courses in English, including many degrees offered in
Scandinavia.
These institutions can also
set their own fees, meaning
they could charge students
less than the £9,000 maximum now charged by many
of England’s universities.
Dutch universities such as
Maastricht and Groningen
charge around £1,500 a year,
The Guardian reported.
Michael Geary, chairman

of Maastricht’s student recruitment team, told the
newspaper that the university was unlikely to apply to
become a full UCAS member at this time, but was
planning to use the service
to advertise courses.
“We are facing more and
more
competition
from
American and European
universities and we can’t
rest on our laurels,” he said.
The move comes amid

record numbers of students
applying to UK universities
for this autumn.
Latest ﬁgures show a two
per cent increase in applications compared with the
same point last year, with
592,290 people applying.
Among UK applicants
there was a one per cent
rise, according to UCAS,
while in England alone the
number applying was also
up one per cent.

Children are free to be
themselves at Little Gems
AT Little Gems Montessori
Nursery staff believe in ‘childhood’, a time when children
should learn through play and
laughter, building joy and conﬁdence towards learning.
Montessori education is
unique, focusing as it does
on self–development. The
environment in Little Gems’
two branches, Nicosia and
Larnaca, is exceptionally and
carefully prepared, enabling
each child to follow their own
developmental agenda. Children are offered the unique
opportunity of ‘self-development’ by specially trained
staff, whose expertise lies in
creating a beautiful and carefully prepared environment.
This is the cornerstone of
Montessori education.
Little Gems’ staff nurture
conﬁdence,
independence
and self esteem as a true preparation for life. The schools
provide an emotionally warm
environment with resources
second to none and a beautiful outside environment too,
so Little Gems is the place
where your child ﬁnds ‘the
freedom to be myself’.
Emotional wellbeing is of
utmost importance at Little
Gems. Therefore, when children ﬁrst join, they are made
to feel secure and welcome
and develop a sense of trust
in the adults in whose charge
they are.
Children have an innate sensitivity towards their own development. What we call play
is the young child’s work and
they show a hunger to develop their intelligence, to learn
to master their movements

and to explore and order their
impressions of the world for that they need to be free.
Naturally enough, children
need simple boundaries and
ground rules to give healthy
support to that freedom, and
to aid them in the development of self-discipline.
Little Gems Montessori
Nursery is the only Montessori setting in Cyprus that is
accredited, and reaccredited,
by the Montessori Evaluation & Accreditation Board
(MEAB), UK. This rigorous
external assessment reassures parents that Little
Gems is committed to the delivery of high quality Montessori education and works towards excellence in their daily
practice. The accreditation
procedure also conﬁrms that
Little Gems meets the UK’s
regulatory framework requirements, such as, Ofsted/HMI,
and the Early Years Foundation Stage.
The main goals, that owner
Carola Lång-Howard set out
at the start of Little Gems in
2007, are today stated by the
MEAB as the school’s main
strengths, that is Little Gems

excellent partnership with
parents, close and effective
working relationship between
all staff members, and most
importantly, their commitment to the Montessori philosophy.
Little Gems Montessori
Nursery put emphasis on a
variety of curriculum themes,
where the child is always involved as a ‘whole’ person.
This is a true children’s house,
where everything is child sized
and the whole environment is
available for their enjoyment
and use. The atmosphere is
calm, supportive, aesthetic
and non-competitive; a genuine Montessori nursery where
children ﬂourish, build independence and grow in conﬁdence in a family atmosphere.
A further aim of Little Gems
Montessori Nursery is to promote quality in Early Years Education and thereby supports
Montessori teacher training.
This summer Little Gems will
be holding its second Montessori Apparatus Workshop for
adults. It is an international
workshop organised in cooperation with Montessori Centre International, London.
Little Gems Montessori
Nursery is based in Nicosia,
Engomi/Makedonitissa, and
in Larnaca, and provides for
children between the ages of
two and six.
For more information about
Little Gems Montessori Nursery, contact Carola LångHoward on littlegemsmontessori@gmail.com, or 22 351319,
99 950070 or visit www.littlegemsmontessori.com
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IT achievements marked at Grammar
School and Grammar Junior School
HE Grammar School
is now recognised as
a Microsoft Showcase School for 20142015, joining an exclusive
group of 150 schools across
the world, which successfully integrated technology
with teaching and learning
to deliver more personalised
education to students using
mobile and cloud technology
including the use of devices
like mobile phones, tablets
and laptops. The Grammar
School students have also
achieved a remarkable 100
per cent success rate during
the Microsoft Ofﬁce Specialist (MOS) exams of the last
academic year.

T

The following IT developments have taken place during the academic year 201415:
 GSNETlife: the school’s
Intranet portal, a virtual
workplace that provides
tools enabling students,
teachers and staff to collaborate in one convenient
centralised location.
 Robotics: an innovative
programme which involves
multi-disciplinary learning
including Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics. The programme is now part of The
Grammar Junior School
curriculum while Grammar School students have

the opportunity to join the
Robotics Club.
 The Grammar and Grammar Junior Schools are now
partners with “Gnositechnia”, a modern web-based
education
portal
based
on Greek text books. The
Grammar Junior School has
been selected by Gnositechnia as a “Model Primary
School”, a title recognised
by the Ministry of Education
and Culture, due to its modern educational-technological equipment.
 The school is also partners with “Funecole”, an
innovative, structured and
complete collection of syllabi and learning content,

which encourages the development of critical thinking in computing. The programme has been approved
by Cambridge International
Examinations.
 A number of the schools’
teachers have been selected
by Microsoft as Microsoft
Innovative Educators (MIE)
for 2014 and Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts

(MIE Expert) for 2015.

Finally, all Grammar
School students have received Microsoft Ofﬁce Pro
Plus, free of charge.
By using technology in
class and at home, the
schools provide new ways
of learning and communicating, which help and also
excite students. The Grammar School and Grammar

The Grammar School
Entrance Examinations
for English and Greek
Speakers: March 5 at
4pm
Junior School ensure quality in children’s education to
equip them with the skills
necessary for their future
success.
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Highgate: a friendly
and caring school for all levels
Learning is
vibrant and
innovative
and attuned
to each child

F

rom the moment you walk through
the doors of the happy school of
Highgate you will instantly feel the
calm and cheerful atmosphere of
the family run establishment.
At Highgate Private School, children
are nurtured academically, physically,
emotionally and socially. The school believes its high educational standards are
met as a result of the close attention paid
to the individual welfare of every child. It
is known as a friendly and caring school,
which values a holistic approach to education.
“When you step through the gates at
Highgate, you are someone,” commented
on Year 6 pupil.
Many of the staff and pupils come from
overseas and the school understands the
challenges that moving to a new country can bring. Its warm community helps
families to transition smoothly and settle
in quickly. Small class sizes help children
to quickly form friendships with their
peers and teachers. The school also supports children with English as an Additional Language.
Thanks to highly skilled teachers, children quickly develop an attitude for lifelong learning through inspiring, engaging
and well-planned lessons. Lessons are differentiated to support and challenge the
various ability levels in each class. The
excellent standards in teaching are maintained through regular lesson observations and key stage meetings.
Learning at Highgate is vibrant and innovative. Staff teach using a variety of
the latest strategies to accommodate
each child’s best learning style, whether
that be visual, audial or kinesthetic. Chil-

dren are engaged and focused through
independent, paired and small group
work, which encourages active learning.
They are set investigative and creative
problem solving tasks that involve critical thinking skills – key to 21st Century
learning.
The school’s culture is developed over
time, based on shared attitudes, values,
beliefs, expectations, relationships and
traditions.
While the National Curriculum for England and Wales is followed, Highgate is
also sympathetic and responsive to its
location here in Cyprus and incorporates
some local history and geographical studies too, as well as planning interesting and fun school trips to
elevant and
keep learning relevant
meaningful.
The school aspires
to lead in a way
ththat pulls togethh
er people with
diverse talents,
backgrounds,
experiences
and interests,
encouraging
its pupils to
create
and
become responsible
while
they
continue
to
achieve.
The
s
school
values
its community of
nd
staff, pupils and
ners
parents as partners
rs.
and contributors.

For enquiries and enrolment contact the school office Tel: 22 780527
admin@highgateschool.ac.cy, www.highgateschool.ac.cy

23
SUNDAY MAIL • February 22, 2015

PrivateEducation

American Academy Nicosia: quality
education in a caring environment
IN OUR ever changing world it is important
to ﬁnd an education designed to focus on
the whole child.
The American Academy Nicosia is committed to a values-based education that
teaches students to celebrate diversity in a
spirit of understanding and tolerance. The
school believes this is crucial to equip young
people for the modern world.
Educating the mind and the spirit from the
time that children enter the school as three
year olds until they graduate from the Academy at the age of 18 or 19 creates a knowledgeable and wise young person ready to
confront the challenges of life.
The American Academy Nicosia is a private English Language school located in
the heart of Nicosia. It provides Pre-School,
Primary and Secondary level education following the British Curriculum. As a school
certiﬁed by the Ministry of Education, its
curriculum also reﬂects local variations to
ensure that it also provides students with
the Cypriot Certiﬁcate of Education. The
school operates as a not-for-proﬁt business,
ensuring maximum investment in educational development together with attractive
levels of school fees.
Founded in 1922, the Academy ﬁrst opened
its doors as a pioneering school providing
secondary education to young women growing up in Cyprus. Its high quality education
created opportunities for these early students to enter a wide range of professions or
to join other young women from around the
world who were increasingly determined to
pursue study at university.
Today the school opens its doors to both
girls and boys and has expanded to also
provide education for Pre-School and Primary aged children. Students from all over
the world now make the Academy a truly

International School. This multinational
environment not only creates a stimulating
atmosphere but it offers a broad range of
global perspectives to its students.

sees improved performance in all strands of
school life.

with wide experience of teaching in an English speaking school.

THE MISSION

GRADUATES

ETHOS & VALUES

The American Academy Nicosia is dedicated to providing high quality education
for each student. It remains committed to
supporting each family through careful and
considerate pricing and effective partnership. Its success is measured in continuing to see its students grow in excellence,
knowledge and wisdom, becoming citizens
with high values of honour and respect for
themselves, for others and for the world
around them.

Graduating students gain entry to universities around the world including the United
Kingdom, European countries and the United States of America, as well as universities
and colleges here in Cyprus.

The American Academy Nicosia promotes
a balance of academic, physical and social
development for all students. Its holistic approach encourages students to be responsible and active citizens. This distinctive
community seeks to nurture students in an
atmosphere inspired by its Christian legacy,
developing in each individual the universal
virtues of honesty, care and understanding. High expectations for both staff and
the student body is central to this vision in
which drive and determination ensures that
everyone understands their potential and

TEACHERS
Teachers are well qualiﬁed professionals

COMPETITIVE FEES
At the American Academy Nicosia fees are
set extremely carefully as it is important for
the school to make its high quality education and caring environment accessible to
students from all walks of life, helping to ensure that every child becomes fully educated
and equipped for the modern world.
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The American International School in
Cyprus: your school of choice in Nicosia
AISC offers a
robust and
balanced fullday instructional
programme
THE AISC Mission Statement expresses the school’s
main philosophy: to “inspire
students to become life-long
learners who value integrity,
cultural diversity, and the
pursuit of excellence… qualiﬁed teachers work with the
school community to prepare
students to be creative, critical thinkers and socially responsible citizens.” A strong
leadership team and highly
trained faculty ensure that
the school meets and exceeds
its mission statement on a
daily basis.
The Mission is achieved by
delivering a robust curriculum that imparts the values
of international mindedness
and
intercultural
understanding, and is supported by
policies that emphasise accountability and responsibility. Programmes are taught
from 8am to 3pm each day
with after school activities
and tutorials at no extra cost
extending to 4pm and 5pm.
The school year includes
180 instructional teacher-

student contact days, while
the student body represents
45+ nationalities of children
who speak 38 mother-tongue
languages. Teachers come
from countries around the
world and hold international
and north American teaching
certiﬁcations. Students are
taught an international curriculum that includes north
American standards leading
to the American University

Preparatory Diploma and the
International
Baccalaureate Diploma. Class sizes are
small, with a faculty/student
ratio of 1:7. Specialist teachers provide differentiated
1:1 instruction for students
new to English, or those with
learning difﬁculties.
The AISC curriculum is
enriched through a variety
of specialty subjects taught
during the instructional day

including:
modern
world languages, research writing, music,
art, drama, computer
programming/web
design, and physical
and health education,
guidance and counseling services, and
pastoral care starting from
Grade 6. Included in the tuition are after school activities
such as Computer Club, Puppetry Design, Rosetta Stone
(offering 25 languages), Paper Engineering Club, and
in the older sections Drama,
Model United Nations, Film
and Writer’s Club, Knowledge
Bowl, Yoga/Pilates, band,
choir, drama and a variety

The American International School in Cyprus
• Accredited by the Middle States
Association of Colleges & Schools,
USA and the International Baccalaureate (IB)
• University Acceptances Worldwide
• Greek Language Program for Native and Foreign Speakers and 25
other Foreign Languages offered
• ESL (English as a Second
Language Program)
• LSC (Learning Support Services)
• Highly Qualiﬁed Teachers
Te l : 2 2 3 1 6 3 4 5 – F a x : 2 2 3 1 6 5 4 9
A d d r e s s : 11 K a s s o s S t r e e t , 1 0 8 6 N i c o s i a
We b s i t e : w w w. a i s c . a c . c y

International Baccalaureate Tradition Since 1994
• IB classes for the last two years
of High School
• Highly trained and experienced IB
teachers, and examiners.
• Students graduate with double diploma:
American Diploma and IB
Contact our IB Coordinator by phone or email kcoppes@aisc.ac.cy
for more information, or visit our website www.aisc.ac.cy

Your International School in Nicosia
There are still spaces available for students who meet our admission requirements.
Contact the Admissions Director Ms. Barakat at sbarakat@aisc.ac.cy for admissions packet or telephone the school.

of athletic teams and clubs.
Students have the opportunity to develop leadership
skills through participation
in student government councils and the National Honor
Society.
Also unique to AISC are
Cultural Heritage and Service Learning Programs. Students travel to historical and
cultural sites across Cyprus
and participate in case studies that incorporate inquirybased learning and learning
across all subject areas as
well as a service component as a way to “give back”
to Cyprus. Additionally all
K-12 students are involved
in class and individually designed community service
projects at local, regional and
international levels. Some local projects include The UN
Hope for Children’s Shelter, Adopt-a-Family, Nicosia
Dog Shelter, the Red Cross,
UNICEF, World Vision, and
the Association for Children
with Rare Diseases.
Importantly, AISC prepares
students for their post-secondary studies and shapes
them into life-long learners.
As the ﬁrst IB School in Cyprus, AISC offers 11thand
12thGrade students an inval-

AISC ensures student
learning and wellbeing
as the priority. It gives
students a sense
of community and
provides them with a
variety of opportunities
to grow into
internationally-minded
citizens of the world.
Michelle Kleiss, EdD,
Head of the School,
invites you to visit the
school to learn how
you can make AISC the
school of your choice.
uable university preparatory
programme that encourages
the holistic development of
the individual. The IB is an
entry way to all universities
in the UK, north America and
others around the world.
Parents are also actively
involved in the school community through parent committees. These groups enable
parents to positively support
the school and its mission.
AISC encourages a mutual
respect among its students,
parents and staff so that its
policies and practices can be
implemented to their fullest.
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Wisdom above all is the motto
at American Academy Limassol
THE American Academy Group tiﬁed British curricula to improve
of Schools, both of Limassol and the level of the students’ intellecPaphos, is by deﬁnition a multi- tual intelligence without forgetcultural entity whose mission is to ting the emotional and spiritual
develop citizens of integrity and side of them.
lifelong learners. These aims are
The American Academy has
reached by creating genuine and various facilities that help enrich
positive, respectful and profession- the educational process, such as
al relationships between staff, stu- a Computer lab, a Science lab, a
dents and parents and by provid- learning resource centre, an Art
ing a wide range of opportunities room, a Theatre, and a sports playfor academic achievement within a ground used for physical education
safe and secure environment.
lessons and school events.
The American Academy is comMoreover, the school also organmitted to creating a nurturing ises meetings with parents durg open
p
y offers private
learning environment where stuing
days,
meetings on request and
dents, the school and commucontinuo
nity collaborate to develop
continuous communince, ethical
cation.
academic excellence,
rsonal reAs ffor the Acadbehaviour and personal
emy’s students, their
sponsibility.
d
ideas and requests
The Academy’s safe and
mosphere
are v
ﬂexible learning atmosphere
voiced through
quire the
the stu
u
helps children acquire
students’
council
elected by the students
most important skills and
op into
them
knowledge to develop
themselves and stun the
den
valued members in
dent committees.
E
world of tomorrow.
Each member
es
o
The main objectives
of the school
s
of the schools are
staff is committo create a learnted and trained
ing environment
to interact with
that prioritises
children in the
the development
best and safest
of students’ skills
way possible.
and competencies
The School
in various aspects
is looking forTel:
77772277
–
25
337054
–
of their personality.
ward to the fu26 939495,
The schools strive
ture with great
to provide the best
enthusiasm,
www.americanacademy.
education through
keeping
pace
ac.cy, fb: American Academy
internationally cerwith the educa-

Limassol&Paphos

tional and technological changes
to develop its work and to raise a
generation that loves learning and
is able to meet challenges and difﬁculties throughout life.
The American Academy is an
English Private School that offers
education for children from the
age of 2 with its Angel’s Sun Nest
Nursery School, Kindergartens,
Early Years, Primary Schools, Secondary Schools till the student is
ready to choose a profession and
pursue undergraduate studies in
various universities worldwide.
The school is proud to offer an
excellent Summer School, a widely popular International Summer School, a Learning Support
Center, an Institute and a very well
known Boarding School.
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THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF PAPHOS

Leading education since 1987
A VISIT to The International School of Paphos will provide you with in-depth personalised information about the philosophy, goals
and curriculum of the school. You may meet
the staff, who will be delighted to discuss and
present to you the state-of-the-art facilities,
the comprehensive programme and the dynamic, multi-faceted education awaiting your
child.
Since 1987, the school has provided highquality education with individual attention
and care for each of its students.
Aims: The school’s main aim is to provide
students with the opportunity and means to
make optimum use of their personal strengths,
enabling them to develop into critical, independent thinkers and socially responsible
citizens who will embrace lifelong learning. It
provides a stable and positive environment for
teaching and learning - one which recognises
the values of self-discipline, of diversity and
co-operation. Another goal is to consistently
maintain the high expectations of ISOP’s
students and to support the objectives they
set for themselves. Valuable partners in and
contributors to this effort are not only the
students and staff, but also their families and
other members of the community.
Successes: All these factors have contributed to 28 years in which the school has acted
as a pioneer in many areas that determine the
quality of educational services. Continuous
emphasis on professional training and development for its

teaching staff forms part of the school’s success. As a result of its high teaching standards,
pupils of ISOP frequently win awards from international examination boards and go on to
study at renowned universities across Europe
and elsewhere.
Innovative and Child-Centred Evaluation:
The collection, evaluation and sharing of relevant information relating to student performance is one ingredient of success in education.
In the ﬁeld of assessment and targeted teaching, ISOP was the ﬁrst school in Cyprus to introduce IGCSEs (International General Certiﬁcate of Secondary Education) across the
curriculum, in 1995. More recently, the school
implemented continuous assessment which
is an ongoing process of monitoring and feedback in the form of individual targets set for
each pupil. These targets relate to a student’s
performance and skills but also to their social
development and behaviour.
Departments: The International School of
Paphos caters for children at Kindergarten,
Primary and Secondary Levels. The school
curriculum, though modelled on the English
National Curriculum, is enhanced to meet the
requirements of the Cyprus Ministry of Education and Culture and those of its multicultural student body. Through IGCSE examinations, AS and A Levels and its recognised
School Leaving Certiﬁcate (Aploytirion),
which is awarded to graduates of ISOP, studen are afforded the skills and qualiﬁcations
dents
the need for their future academic and prothey
f
fessional
careers. The school also offers afternoon lessons at its Private Institute.
State-of-the-Art Learning Environment:
In building its modern facilities, ISOP has
ensured that each student has the necessary breathing space to feel comfortable,
both within the classroom and outside,
and to perform well in a friendly environment. The school boasts a luxurious,
self-contained Kindergarten complex,
well-lit and spacious classrooms, Science

For further information
about the school visit
www.paphosinternationalschool.com
and ICT laboratories, a spacious art facility with an internal gallery, a fully equipped
Music Room, a Media Room for multi-media
presentations and video/TV screening, library,
bookshop, cafeteria, covered and open play
spaces for each school section, elevators and
ramps connecting all levels for wheelchair access, central heating, air-conditioning and
interactive whiteboards. ISOP also features
an enclosed sports centre, built to modern
standards and seating more than 400 spectators, with facilities for tennis, basketball, badminton, volleyball and handball as well as an
indoor swimming-pool. The school’s outdoor
sports facilities include an astroturf football
pitch, a running track, basketball and volleyball courts and facilities for athletics. This
year the facility has been further enhanced
with the addition of a purpose-built Drama/

Performing Arts Studio.
How to gain entry: Entrance exams for ISOP
are held throughout the year for students
who come from abroad or from other private
schools. Students transferring from public
schools in Cyprus are evaluated on speciﬁc
dates in spring. This year the Entrance Examinations are scheduled for Friday March 27
and Saturday March 28.
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ENTRANCE EXAMS

Top in the world

for YEAR 7 SECONDARY SCHOOL 2015/2016

Outstanding Success for ISOP Students
at Cambridge International Awards

Friday 27th March, 3.00 p.m.
&
Saturday 28th March, 9.30 a.m.
SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED TO TOP STUDENTS
For entry forms, samples of examination papers
or any other information, please contact
the Admissions Office by
20th March from 7.30 a.m.—3.30 p.m.

As every year, students of The International School of Paphos (ISOP) have
won prestigious awards from Cambridge International Examinations (CIE),
proving their academic excellence. Eight of our pupils received
a total of twelve prizes in ten different subjects for their performance in
the summer 2014 examinations. Two students of the school earned “Top
in the World” awards for scoring the highest marks globally. As in the year
before, ISOP collected more awards than any other school in Cyprus.

A leader in education since 1987
100 Aristotelous Savva Avenue, Anavargos, P.O.Box 62018, 8060 Paphos, E-Mail: info@isop-ed.org Web Page: www.paphosinternationalschool.com Tel: 26 821700 Fax: 26 942541
REGISTERED WITH THE CYPRUS MINISTRY OF EDUCATION & CULTURE
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An international outlook at
The Heritage Private School
THE Heritage Private School
and Institute, with mountain
and sea views, is an impressive sight along the Limassol to Troodos road. With
over 1,000 culturally diverse
students aged two to 18, the
school holds the prestigious
British Council International
School Award for “outstanding development of the international dimension in the
curriculum”.
This academically selective
school, approved by the Ministry of Education and Culture, aims to provide the same
high quality of education as
a well-respected UK private
school yet with competitive
fees. Teaching is in English
following the UK national
curriculum, and assessments
include Cambridge Checkpoints, ECDL, French DELF,
Greek competency, IGCSEs
and A Levels. The Heritage
is a Cambridge International
Fellowship Centre, a centre
for Cambridge International
Examinations and Edexcel
International Examinations,
an ECDL Approved Test
Centre and an Examination
Centre for Anglia Examinations England. Many students achieve exceptional
exam results, some receiving
Cambridge or Edexcel High
Achiever Awards. The school
believes in educational continuity, so all are encouraged

Facilities

to stay on until the end of
Year 13, when students also
receive a formal School Leaving Certiﬁcate (Apolytirion)
before typically progressing
to university.

Friendly yet disciplined
Academic progress, personal
and social development, and
good self-discipline are all key
aspects of the school’s ethos.
Friendliness and respect are
nurtured within an appropriately orderly and ﬁrm environment: good behaviour is
encouraged through rewards
and commendations. “Our
school is a caring community
with well-qualiﬁed and expe-

rienced staff, aiming to develop the full potential of every
individual. Students cultivate
personal values to guide them
throughout life,” explains Director of Administration Zoe
Kouris.
“We help the children to accept responsibility for their
learning from an early age,
and always be proud of their
efforts and achievements,”
adds Early Years & Primary
School Headteacher Gary
Butcher.

Extracurricular and
Institute
“Every student can excel at

something,” says Dr Kypros
Kouris, Director and Secondary School Headteacher,
“so we offer many academic
and extracurricular activities to help everyone ﬁnd
their own niche. Healthy
competition is encouraged,
but
effort,
cooperation
and team spirit are paramount.”
The Heritage offers many
after-school classes including English, Greek, French,
Russian, Art, Photography and ICT, and there are
many other clubs for children, plus courses for adults
during mornings and afternoons. The sports teams

participate in inter-school
tournaments, and the Heritage Basketball and Football Academies are very
popular. The Performing
Arts are also strongly represented, not only in the curriculum but in the Drama,
Music and Dance classes
offered by PATH (Performing Arts at The Heritage).
Institute classes, the Academies and PATH are open
to all in the community, and
not restricted to full-time
students or parents of the
school. In addition, Summer School offers a valuable
and rewarding experience
during the vacation.

The classrooms in the innovatively-designed buildings
contain interactive whiteboards, heating and air conditioning, and are rich with
stimulating
educational
displays. The school also
has specialist drama studios, sound-insulated music
rooms, well-equipped science and computer laboratories, a Learning Resource
Centre, and a Cafeteria serving home-cooked food. The
School’s Stadium area includes studios, tennis courts,
cricket practice lanes and
a FIFA Star 1 full-size football pitch. In addition, the
Multifunction Hall and the
stunning 1,500 seat outdoor
Amphitheatre host school
and
community
events.
There is ample parking, and
a school bus service operates
from many locations around
Limassol.

Invitation
The Heritage Private School is
deﬁnitely a very special place
to be! The staff warmly invite
you to entrust the education
and pastoral care of your children to their dedicated team.
Join them and share their superb modern facilities, excellent teaching, and beautiful
location.

28
February 22, 2015 • SUNDAY MAIL

PrivateEducation

New sports school
hool
launched at GCS
CS
THE GC School of Careers
will establish the GCS
Sports School for gifted
student athletes, with lessons commencing in the
academic year 2015-2016
for students in Forms 1, 2,
and 3. The selected student athletes will be given
the opportunity to continue with the Sports School
scheme and syllabus until the completion of their
studies in Form 7. The
Sports School will operate
in compliance with all rules
and regulations of the GC
School of Careers (Secondary School) while also offering additional support
to student athletes, aiming to increase the time allocated to sports training
within the morning school
hours. The Coordinator of
the Sports School is Mrs
Elena Christodoulou.

Selection Criteria

Programme of Studies

Vision
The GC Sports School is
committed to providing
and promoting broadlybased education of high
standards both in terms of
academic attainment and
sports performance. The
student athletes will have
the opportunity to make
the most of their sports
talents at school, without
compromising
academic
excellence.

For further
information, contact
the school’s principal
Despo Petridou
Pambori on 22 464400.
www.gcsc.ac.cy

Training will be offered
daily
during
morning
school hours. Practice will
be adjusted to the personal
needs of each student athlete, overseen by specialist coaches in each type of
sport. A total of nine teaching periods will be allocated
to training each week; two
periods a day, four times
per week, and one period a
day, once a week. The student athletes will follow the
standard GC Secondary
School curriculum during
all other teaching periods.

The student athletes will
be selected based on their
performance in sports, as
well as their results in the
School Entrance Exams.
Registration is open to student athletes who exhibit
outstanding performance
in football, tennis, basketball, swimming and badminton. Individual cases
expressing interest in any
other type of sport will be
examined by the school
management.

Coaches:
Football: Loukas Hadjiloukas, Mathaios Pippias
Basketball: Loizos Siakallis
Tennis: Yiannos Hadjigeorgiou
Swimming: Diana Christodoulou
Badminton: Katarzyna
Krasowska

“The path to a lifelong love of learning for Russian-speaking children”
L.I.T.C is a Russian - English
private school approved by
the Ministry of Education providing pre-school, elementary
and comprehensive secondary
education. It is located in the
heart of Limassol, only a twominute walk from the seaside.

Founded in 1993, the school
traditionally welcomes migrant children from Eastern
European countries, mainly
from Russia, Ukraine, Belarus,
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. The school follows the
curriculum of the Ministry of

Education of the Russian Federation, emphasising English
language, as English is taught
on a daily basis. Greek is also
taught twice a week.
From this academic year the
subject of Mathematics is also
taught in English, giving the
opportunity to students to get
acquainted with the English
mathematical terminology as
well as being prepared for the
International GCSE exams.
Furthermore, students with
English mathematical background may easily participate
and excel in international
mathematical competitions.
In addition to this, students
may choose to prepare during
school hours for the internationally acknowledged Microsoft Ofﬁce Specialist exam for
which L.I.T.C. is an Authorised Examination Centre.
Teaching personnel is carefully selected to match the
standards of education provided to students with. The
school has Russian and English native-speaking teachers,
bilingual teachers as well as
Greek native speaking teachers to guarantee the best possible results. Teaching staff is
highly qualiﬁed and experienced.
The school’s policy in this respect has paid off since most
graduates are now studying
in universities in Cyprus, Europe, Russia, Australia, Canada and the USA, where they
stand among those with outstanding academic achievements. Students have also
won awards for their success
in local competitions in mathematics, chemistry and sports
as well as other subjects.
Having successfully passed

their ﬁnal examinations, the
school graduates from the 9th
and 11th forms are awarded
a Secondary School Leaving
Certiﬁcate (Apolytirion) from
the Republic of Cyprus and
are given the option to take
exams at the Russian Embassy School to obtain the
relevant Attestat from the
Ministry of Education of the
Russian Federation.
L.I.T.C. has been awarded
certiﬁcates of recognition by
the Embassy of the Russian
Federation in Cyprus for its
contribution to the development and strengthening of
Russian-Cypriot
friendship
and for actively promoting the
Russian language and culture
on the island.
Having participated in two
Comenius projects of the LLP
of the European Commission
during the period 2011-2013,

the school is now involved
in two collaborative projects
with other schools in Europe
through the eTwinning platform for teachers: Let’s dance
and Let’s present a fairytale
from our country to Europe.
Within the framework of its
cultural development programme, the school has established close cooperative
relationships with some public schools where Russian is
taught as a foreign language,
serving the purpose of promoting both languages, strengthening the ties between the
Russian and Greek speaking
communities in Cyprus, and
providing students with the
opportunity to practice their
language skills.
The well-equipped premises
of the school include spacious
and well-lit classrooms with
interactive boards, a rich li-

brary and a fully equipped
IT lab. Moreover, the school
often organises educational
subject weeks, events in the
form of colourful musical and
dance performances, which
are accompanied by the participation of students in major
cultural and sports events, as
well as educational and leisure
excursions.
The school provides hot
meals (breakfast, lunch) and
transportation services on request.

L.I.T.C. Russian-English
Private School
340, Agiou Andreou Str.,
3035 Limassol, Cyprus
Tel: 25343376 , Fax:
25343398
admin@litcschool.com
www.litcschool.com
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A solid reputation at Logos
School of English Education
ESTABLISHED in 1973, Logos School is one of the oldest
English schools in Limassol,
with a well-established reputation for solid academic and
moral standards.
With a student body of just
over 300 pupils, Logos has
the luxury of small class sizes
with plenty of individual attention. Primary classes do
not exceed 24 (with no more
than 20 students in the early
years) and the higher level
secondary courses often provide tutorial-style instruction for groups of less than
ﬁve students. Over the years,
the intimate atmosphere has
been a trademark of Logos
School.
The tuition provided in the
school is in English. A UKbased curriculum is used as
students are prepared for
GCSEs, AS levels and A levels. The school is a centre for
the University of Cambridge
International Examinations
Board and the Edexcel Examinations Board and students’ qualiﬁcations in these
examinations allow many of
them to study at universities in the UK. Students who
complete grade twelve also
receive their high school diploma (equivalent to the Apolytirion), the necessary qualiﬁcation for entering higher
education establishments in
Cyprus, the USA and many
other countries.
Many families choose Logos
because of its strong reputation in Limassol as a school
that is devoted to the whole
child. The school believes its

role is developing young people who are truly prepared
to make a difference in their
world means instilling discipline, respect and integrity. It
takes moral development seriously. Logos’ ambition is to
create an environment which
blends professionalism with
Christian warmth and genuine care for individuals.
Education never stands still,
and at Logos School during
this academic year there have
been many exciting changes.
Following the revisions to
the National Curriculum in
England, modiﬁcations were
made to the Primary curriculum with the aim to advance
pupils even further. Students
are really enjoying the new,
more challenging material.
The aims stated in The National Curriculum in England
for Maths are that pupils will
become ‘more ﬂuent in the
fundamentals of mathematics’, they will be able to ‘reason mathematically’ and they
will be able to ‘solve problems
by applying their mathemat-

ics’. Through investment in
the new Abacus Scheme from
Pearson (which many schools
in the UK are using), children
are being stretched and challenged in these speciﬁc areas.
As an English speaking
school, the provision of English is very important at
Logos. To ensure each pupil progresses in English the
school has invested in an upto-date scheme produced to
implement the changes made
to the National Curriculum.
In the new scheme, called
Wordsmith, all units of work
are based around ebooks.
Literacy lessons are fun and
engaging, with pupils taking
part in role plays, creating
and performing class raps,
writing individual podcasts
and writing their own fairy
tale stories.
Reﬂective of Cyprus generally, the school welcomes children of all ethnic, economic
and religious backgrounds.
Equality in opportunity for
everyone is stressed.

Students shine at
Silverline Private School
SILVERLINE Private School
offers quality education for
all students from kindergarten to A-level. Set in its
own spacious grounds in
leafy open countryside just
minutes from the bustling
Limassol city centre, this
purpose built school offers a
rich and unique learning environment.
Silverline is privileged to
offer students modern, purpose-built facilities including a dance studio, ICT suite
and all-weather multi-sports
pitches. The learning environment is enriched by the
latest technology, enhancing learning possibilities
and providing a portal to
the world beyond classroom
walls. All the learning spaces
within the school, including
kindergarten, are enabled
through wireless connectivity and resourced with interactive whiteboards. An
extensive
extra-curricular
programme of after school
clubs and activities are offered, where individual talent can shine through in
sports, music, art, crafts,
drama and sciences.
At Silverline, the ethos of
the school permeates every

level of academic tuition
and its associated activities.
Every student is valued; the
excellent
teacher/student
ratio means individual contributions are respected,
encouraging a sense of security, belonging and a healthy
belief in the student’s own
self worth. Highly qualiﬁed,
professional and enthusiastic teaching staff are committed to ensuring your
child’s development and
love for learning is nurtured
in a welcoming, secure and
educationally thriving environment.
From kindergarten, where
the importance of learning
through play is encouraged,
through to primary and secondary school, where the
rich, balanced curriculum
challenges and stimulates
students, the emphasis is on
producing young people who
are responsible, compassionate, conﬁdent and eager to
learn. At Silverline students
are encouraged to be creative and ﬂexible thinkers,
as well as academically high
achievers. Learning should
be enjoyable. Understanding essential life skills such
as using initiative, working
in collaboration, being part
of a team, are also important lessons.
Silverline embraces the

unique partnership established between staff, students and parents. This
dynamic
relationship
is
an integral element of the
school’s success. A school
can only thrive when children, parents and staff work
together as a powerful, cohesive team, where communication and support
are actively encouraged and
respected. Silverline does
both; a family school where
students enjoy being part of
a growing family.
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Educational excellence at the
Junior and Senior school

Senior School Entrance
Exams will be held on
Thursday March 5, 2015
at 1.30pm

School’s motto says it all: inspiring
young people to think and care
THE core purpose of the school is
to provide excellent, innovative and
creative education that enables all
students to realise their full potential and to enjoy a fulﬁlled life as conﬁdent, compassionate and healthy
members of the global community,
continuing to learn and contributing
to a better world for all.
The provision of a world-class
student-centred educational programme is based very closely on
the English National Curriculum for
pupils aged two to 19 years; that is
from Pre-School up to ‘A’ Level and
university entrance. The school’s
students are high achieving, conﬁdent and happy. They aspire to entry into the best universities in the
world and go on to take their place
in important and inﬂuential positions both in Cyprus and abroad.
However, what is equally important
is that while students are at the
school they are happy, engaged and
keen to learn.

Academic Excellence
The Junior and Senior School place
emphasis on ensuring that teaching

is of the highest quality and will inspire young people to succeed and
grow as independent learners. This
is achieved through regular and indepth teacher professional development where the latest approaches
and pedagogies are explored and
developed. Each child is given individual attention and allowed to grow
in conﬁdence in their abilities and
learning. As one teacher puts it: ‘the
great strength of our school is that
we ensure all our students achieve
to their potential and beyond.’
Excellent examination results are
achieved year after year. For example, in the 2014 IGCSE examinations
students from the school gained the
highest marks in Europe or Cyprus in
a number of subjects. One hundred
per cent of students passed their
IGCSE examinations and 92 per cent
of students achieved at least 5 A*-C
grades including Maths and English
and 57 per cent of all passes were at
A*/A. At AS level in 2014, 42 per cent
of the results were a grade A which
is the highest grade at this stage.
Students go on to study at a range
of prestigious Russell Group universities in the UK, but also in other
parts of Europe and in the US.

Pastoral care
The school invests in a pastoral system which places an emphasis on relationships, well-being and personal
development. At the Junior School
class teachers are supported by
teaching assistants and Year Leaders, all of whom have a close overview
of each child’s progress and wellbeing. In the Senior School a dedicated
Head of Year 7 ensures a smooth
transition to the demands of secondary education and the Heads of Key
Stages 3, 4 and 5 continue to support
and guide students to achieve their
full potential in an atmosphere of
civilised and harmonious relationships.

school begins to develop students’
use of tablet technology to enhance
learning and add challenge.

EAL – English as an additional
language

New technologies

One outstanding feature of the
school is the ﬂuency and proﬁciency
of the students’ English whether they
enter the school at primary or secondary level. The EAL programme
is rigorous and pupils are given the
opportunity to develop a proﬁciency
in English, in spoken and written
form, as quickly as possible. For children entering Year 7, there are many
support systems in place to enhance
a child’s level of English, enabling
them to fully take part in lessons.
The Junior & Senior School offers
an education which is world class
and based ﬁrmly on the British
model. When students leave to go
elsewhere in the world they are fully
prepared academically and socially
and succeed wherever they go.
One graduate, now in Military
Service, said recently “I would love
to come back and have another 15
years at the school. It’s the best
school in Cyprus”.
Applications to the Junior department take place throughout the
year. Contact Mrs. Kasapi at the
School on 22 664855 or christiekasapi@thejuniorschool.com or visit
www.thejuniorschool.com or www.
theseniorschool.com

All classrooms are equipped with
projectors and whiteboards, so the

The deadline for applications to the
Senior School is Tuesday March 3,

Extra-curricular and
enrichment
The school offers a wide range of
extra-curricular and enrichment opportunities. Afternoon activities are
offered at no additional cost and cover academic support, creative arts,
drama, music and sport.
Regular excursions are also organised. Pupils engage in a range of ﬁeld
trips to support their learning and go
on visits within Cyprus and around
the world.

2015.
Senior School Entrance Exams will
be held on Thursday March 5, 2015
at 1.30pm
This year new applicants will
receive a discount of €1,000 off the
ﬁrst year’s fees. Scholarships may
also be available for entry into
Year 7 for high academic achievers,
gifted musicians and bursaries will
be offered to those who are in ﬁnancial need. Please contact the Senior
School for details.
If you have any questions, please
contact the School on 22 660156 or
contact@theseniorschool.com. Alternatively, visit the school website
on www.theseniorschool.com and
complete an online application.

Providing educational excellence
for pupils aged 2 to 19 years;
from Pre-Reception up to ‘A’ Level and university entry
Applications are being taken in both primary and secondary departments,
although some years may already be full.

Our Senior School entrance exam is being held
on Thursday 5th March at 1.30pm.
Closing date for applications is Tuesday 3rd March and can be
completed either online via our website below or by calling us directly.
THE JUNIOR SCHOOL T: 22664855
www.thejuniorschool.com

THE SENIOR SCHOOL T: 22660156
www.theseniorschool.com

31
SUNDAY MAIL • February 22, 2015

PrivateEducation

TLC Private School:
where every child matters
TLC Private School serves the
local and international communities in Peyia, Polis, Paphos and surrounding areas,
with 16 nationalities now in attendance. From 8am until 2pm,
this established private school
offers Kindergarten, Primary
and Secondary education and
then, during the after school
hours, a Private Institute.
Set in the picturesque area
of Ayios Georgios, overlooking
Yeronisos island and the Akamas yet minutes from Peyia,
the school boasts one of the
most attractive, peaceful settings in Cyprus. It really is a
hidden gem in respect of both
its locality and what it offers
the students.
Operated by two previous
English Headteachers, the
three schools provide an education based on the English
National Curriculum while the
Private Institute offers many
additional opportunities and
can prepare students for Pancyprian, International and English examinations, including
IGCSE, A Level, IELTS, vocational BTEC plus the Apolyterion. As an ofﬁcial examination
centre, many assessments are
conducted on site.
To open minds to education
and employment opportunities, the school also offers some
vocational courses in association with other providers, work

experience and links with universities in the UK and Cyprus.
Advice and support for UCAS
applications and university accommodation is offered free to
TLC students and for a charge
to others, through the school’s
Academic Registrar.
The Directors have worked
hard with the Ministry’s Inspectors to establish a strong
teaching team and approved
curriculum. The school is very
popular, with classes smaller than most international
schools anywhere in Europe.
Due to the class size, admissions are limited and applications are received throughout
the year. If space is available,
students are admitted after
an evaluation of their standard of work. That said, TLC
is an inclusive school and all
applications are considered
carefully by the Directors and
Principal with the priority for
student admissions being on
the school’s ability to meet
their needs. A waiting list usually exists in some year groups
so early registration is recommended.
The schools teach entirely
in English other than Greek
language that is available to
all students. Provision beyond
the mainstream classroom
includes TLC+ which is an
inclusion service for students
ranging from those with high

ability and potential who need
additional support, to those
who require an intensive English programme, supported by
the experienced, qualiﬁed, inclusion team.
TLC Private School also offers an extended day until
5pm, a busy after school pro-

gramme, holiday schemes
including Summer School,
a tuition service and a soccer school. Students can also
achieve a number of awards including Sports Leaders, Crest
Science, Duke of Edinburgh
International Award and Digital Excellence. School transport

to and from all parts of the Paphos, Peyia and Polis areas is
available.
Facilities and accommodation include a large playground/sports area, swimming
pool, full size artiﬁcial FIFA approved ﬂoodlit pitch, science
laboratory, computer labora-

tory, art studio, specialist inclusion facility and dedicated
Kindergarten unit.

For further information
on TLC Private school
visit www.tlccyprus.com
or call 26 910226
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When school’s out forever
The super-wealthy in the UK are opting for wall-to-wall private tutoring instead of a
top school. Joshi Herrmann reports on the children enjoying a bespoke education
IT READS like an average
school timetable: two hours
of maths on Monday, two
more on Friday afternoon;
Tuesday afternoon physics,
double English on Wednesday. Latin on Thursday. The
difference is that this child’s
lessons are taken at home,
with a rotation of tutors who
charge between £60-100 an
hour. They are children who
would ordinarily be educated
at top UK private schools,
but an increasing number of
parents have decided that
one-on-one tutoring cuts out
any doubt that their children
won’t get all the academic attention they need.
Actor Greg Wise recently said
he and wife Emma Thompson
have withdrawn their 15-yearold daughter Gaia from her
private school in London in
the run-up to her GCSEs. Instead they’ve created a classroom in a shed in their garden
staffed by top tutors.
“She loves learning and
she’s terribly focused and
hard-working,” he said. “But
she didn’t like the sausage
factory of formal education.
I’ve no argument with that.”
This view is shared by a
growing number of privateschool parents, as well as
wealthy foreigners who call
London home. One parent
described it as a radical itera-

Home rule:
more UK parents
are opting for the
ultimate in private
education by using
private tutors

tion of “parent power” that
returns education to the format enjoyed by princes and
aristocrats for centuries.
One mother hailed wallto-wall tutoring as “the best
thing that could have happened” to her daughter. On
the other hand, one tutor

said she had endured a “disastrous” few months trying
to school the daughter of a
wealthy London family originally from the Middle East.
She said the method can
leave children “undisciplined,
socially imbalanced and less
capable than most children
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of independent thought”.
A mother whose 16-yearold daughter - an only child
- wanted to leave her mixedability London private school
said she agreed because
the slow pace of learning
was “driving her mad”. Her
daughter is bright, she says,
but not someone who copes
well under pressure. She had
heard “bad stories” about the
pressurised environments at
some schools - and the knockon side-effects associated
with girls who put themselves
under too much stress over
school, such as anorexia.
Instead she called the head
of a tutoring agency and together they designed a homeschool programme for her
daughter’s A-levels. “We devised it ourselves,” she says.
“I had four separate tutors for
the subjects, and they were

See www.english-in-cyprus.com
what Cambridge university
says about our Institute
We provide:
t English at all levels for adults and children
t Cambridge examinations (IELTS, IGCSE, BEC)
t Specialized courses such as English for Business, English for the Oil
and Gas industry, English for Lawyers and for other professions
t Review of Masters and PhD (proof-reading) undertaken by an
experienced English teacher
UCAS: University applications, related advice and help with procedures.

And now, more than just English
Learn Greek, Russian & Chinese
taught by experienced native-speaker teachers.
Tel: 25568545/99490209 e-mail: davidlaw@spidernet.com.cy

great. She did four hours a
day, and on top of that they
set homework. You do two
hours straight at a time, with
a 10-minute break in the middle, and then the same after
lunch. It is expensive, but it
wasn’t much more expensive
than the termly fee of the
school she was at.”
After two years of the regime,
her daughter scored three As
and one B in her exams, and
her mother speculates that
she would have got “Bs and
Cs” had she stayed on at the
private school. She says her
husband had concerns about
the social isolation inherent
in the tutor home-schooling
project, but she wasn’t worried. “Even at her old school,
she didn’t have that many
friends, and she was bullied a
bit, so she didn’t miss the social contact.”

Sir Anthony Seldon, the
head of Wellington College,
whose counsel on education
is listened to closely by the
British government, believes
home-schooling isn’t a longterm alternative to the classroom. “The problem with
home-schooling is that all
they are getting is academic –
they are not getting the beneﬁts of culture, or sport, or the
whole myriad of interactions
with other children. Transitionally it can be good for
a child to gain conﬁdence if
they have been bullied or unwell, so I can see a role for it.
But school is about far more
than exams.”
Cyrus Afkhami, founder of
My Tutor Club, says that in the
average school, the amount
of one to one attention a student will receive per week is
about six minutes, whereas
tutored home-schooling typically gives them four or ﬁve
hours per day. “You can see
the attraction.”
The tutor tasked with the
home-schooling of the eightyear-old daughter of an Arab
businessman, is an Oxfordeducated actress, who supplements her income. She
says she has witnessed the
downsides of tutor schooling
ﬁrst hand. “When I was there
the family setup was pretty
mad in terms of levels of security and levels of luxury,
compared to how hands-off
the parents were.”
She says the home-schooling system didn’t work because the parents let the
child run the agenda, in a
household where security
guards and drivers called
the eight-year-old “boss”. “I
think putting a child like that
in a school would have helped
massively for discipline. No
one ever tells her no, and the
education side of things always gave way to whatever
was going on.”
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