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Upcoming fair gathers everyone you need to speak to in one place

Get started on your
UCAS form
If you are planning to follow a degree
in the UK the ﬁrst challenge will be
ﬁlling in the application form. The
upcoming Education UK exhibition
provides an ideal springboard reports
Annette Chrysostomou

pplying to university
in the UK can be a
tricky affair and ﬁlling in the application form online can prove
to be something of a challenge. The trick is to take
it slowly and make sure you
are well informed said British Council ofﬁcer Pantelitsa Michael.
The online UCAS form is
noteably tricky. “Students
who don’t know how to ﬁll
it in make mistakes and this
leads to delays,” Michael
said. On the form students
can only select ﬁve courses.
“If you get it wrong there is
the possibility that none of
them will accept you, be-

A

cause you have aimed too
high. This means students
will then have to go through
clearing or even be delayed
for a year,” the ofﬁcial explained.
“If you aim too low, you
are bound to be disappointed and maybe need to
go through the process of
changing everything,” she
added.
The British Council is the
place to go, as it is an independent body and impartial
when it comes to suggesting
suitable universities to people.
There are many possibilities. When soon-to-be students or their parents ﬁrst

call the council for help, its
call centre can deal with
simple requests. However,
if they need more than that,
they will be asked to make
an appointment.
The council is ready to help
future students every step
of the way, a process that
takes about a year, and even
before that many Cypriots
use it, as it is the centre for
all those from public schools
who take A level exams and
other tests which are necessary for studying in the UK
such as IELTS.
“Usually at the ﬁrst level
we do a 50 minute counselling, examining the situation, as each case is differ-

ent,” Michael explained.
“Then we are prepared to
go through the whole application, step by step. We
can help with the application and how to write a personal statement, and assist
with the follow up, and with
loans and housing.” They
also translate ofﬁcial documents.
The British Council promotes these services in
schools around the island,
giving talks to parents and
pupils.

A helpful thing to do for
students is to attend a seminar at which they will be introduced to students who
are already at the same university, establishing a network.
Those who want support
all the way, pay for a package. Around 100 students
use the whole package at
the moment.
The others can pay per
service. A price list for the
services is available on the
website.

Next weekend the British
Council has organised the
Education UK exhibition at
which representatives from
over 60 educational institutions in the UK will be present and able to handle queries. “It is the perfect time
for students, because the
deadline for most courses
in on January 15. So it gives
them time to check where
they want to go and to get
recommendation
letters

TURN TO PAGE 18
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from their teachers,” Michael says.
Are students really that
interested in an education
fair as they can access all
universities online? The
number of visitors over
the years has remained the
same, Michael said.
While online resources
are playing an ever-growing role in prospective
students’ research, ofﬂine
sources of information remain highly valued. Perhaps surprisingly, younger
university applicants are
especially likely to place
high value in ofﬂine channels of communication,
including print materials and opportunities to
speak to university representatives directly. And in
Cyprus, as Michael points
out, parents are involved
and this means less technology and more face to
face contact. Many Cypriots also feel more comfortable when they can talk to
a local speaker.
Over the years, many

Education UK
exhibition
November 19 and 20
at the Hilton hotel,
Nicosia. 3pm-8.30pm.
Tel: 22-585000.
Entrance to the fair
is free. For more
information, contact
the British Council
at 22-585000 or visit
www.britishcouncil.
com.cy/events to
register before
attending
t d t h
t di d iin
students
have studied
the UK. Ofﬁcial statistics
agency for higher education HESA numbers reveal that after Germany,
France, the Republic of
Ireland, Italy and Greece
most students from EU
countries came from Cyprus in 2014/2015, 9,745.
The British Council in
Nicosia insists interest in

the fair and the number
of students interested in
studying in the UK have
not diminished because
of Brexit. This is probably
because it is now common
knowledge that the fees
will remain the same as before for all who start studying in 2017.
Just to make sure everybody knows about this,
one of the seminars on

Saturday will be about ﬁnances and Brexit. Each
year, the British Council organises a number of
these seminars covering
areas of particular interest to Cypriot students
and their parents which is
why the Brexit is one of the
subjects this year. Others
are about studying Business subjects, as 38.4 per
cent of international stu-

dents choose business and
administration
studies.
Another seminar is about
law, the second most popular subject. As fees are
different in Wales, a topic
on Welsh universities is
also on offer.
This year visitors are
asked for the ﬁrst time to
register online before the
fair. This is to minimise
waiting time upon arrival

to the exhibition for the
expected 4,000 to 4,500
visitors. Registered participants take part in a draw
with different prizes which
have a practical value for
students. One of them is
free counselling worth €60,
another a discount on the
IELTS test which all students must take before being accepted at a UK university.

WHO WILL BE THERE
1 Anglia Ruskin University
2 Bath Spa University
3 Birmingham City University
4 Bournemouth University
5 Brooke House College
6 Brunel University London
7 Bucks University
8 Canterbury Christ Church University
9 Cardiff University
10 City University
11 Coventry University
12 De Montfort University
13 Falmouth University
14 Glasgow Caledonian University
15 Keele University
16 King’s College London
17 Lancaster University
18 Leeds Beckett University
19 Middlesex University
20 Newcastle University
21 Northumbria University
22 Nottingham Trent University

23 Queen Mary University Of London
24 Shefﬁeld Hallam University
25 Southampton Solent University
26 Staffordshire University
27 Swansea University
28 The University Of Bolton
29 The University Of Buckingham
30 The University of Law
31 The University Of Liverpool
32 The University Of Manchester
33 The University Of Northampton
34 The University Of Nottingham
35 University College Birmingham
36 University For The Creative Arts
37 University Of Bedfordshire
38 University Of Birmingham
39 University Of Bradford
40 University Of Bristol
41 University Of Central Lancashire
42 University Of Derby
43 University Of East Anglia (UAE)
44 University Of East London

45 University Of Essex
46 University Of Gloucestershire
47 University Of Greenwich
48 University Of Hertfordshire
49 University Of Huddersﬁeld
50 University Of Kent
51 University Of Leeds
52 University Of Leicester
53 University Of Lincoln
54 University of Plymouth
55 University Of Portsmouth
56 University Of Reading
57 University Of Salford
58 University Of Shefﬁeld
59 University Of South Wales
60 University Of Southampton
61 University Of Surrey
62 University Of Sussex
63 University Of The West Of England
64 University Of Warwick
65 University Of Westminster
66 University Of Wolverhampton

James Dyson helps plug skills gap with launch of new university
By Ben Woods
BILLIONAIRE inventor
Sir James Dyson is to
put his money where his
mouth is by helping to
bridge Britain’s chronic
skills gap with the launch
of a new university.
Sir James is ploughing
£15 million over the next
ﬁve years into the Dyson
Institute of Technology
as he looks to double his
engineering workforce to
6,000 by 2020.
He told the Press Association that the private
sector had a duty to help
plug the engineering
skills gap because the UK
needed 10 times as many
engineers as it did 10
years ago.
“We are competing globally with Korea, Japan,
Taiwan and Singapore.
It’s all the major technology nations and we have
got to be better than
them,” he said.
A dearth of skilled engineers is seen throughout
developed economies, Sir
James said, with Asian
nations outstripping the
west when it came to the
number of new graduates
in the ﬁeld.
“(The shortage of engineers is) a problem in
America and Europe and
has started to become a

problem in Japan.
“It seems that the fast
growing economies or
emerging nations really
recognise the value of
engineering, but when
you reach security there
is less interest in what
makes you successful.”
The Dyson Institute
of Technology - which
will be based at Dyson’s
campus in Wiltshire - will
take its ﬁrst 25 students
in September next year.
As part of the course,
students will not pay any
fees, be handed a salary
and work alongside Dyson engineers on upcoming products.
Sir James said the idea
of launching the university came after he visited
the government to “moan
about the lack of engineers”. He was advised to
take matters into his own
hands.
The degrees will initially
be awarded by Warwick
University, with Dyson
applying for powers from
the Department of Education to create a fullﬂedged university.
But the Dyson Institute
of Technology will only
gain university status if
proposals in a government whitepaper - Success as a Knowledge
Economy - make their
way into law.

On automation, Sir
James said people were
wrong to be concerned
about the impact on employment from the rise of
sophisticated robots.
“A lot more of our production is fully automated, but people are needed
for other things,” he said.
“We don’t need to worry
about automation or
robots at all. It increases
the number of more interesting jobs for people.”
Jo Johnson, Britain’s
universities minister said:
“The Dyson Institute of
Technology will not only
offer students the chance
to study on cutting edge
degree level programmes,
it will also play a vital
role in educating the
next generation of much
needed engineers.
“Our reforms in the
Higher Education and
Research Bill, currently
making its way through
Parliament, will ensure
students can choose
from a wider range of
high-quality specialist
institutions that can seek
their own degree awarding powers and meet
students’ diverse needs;
providing employers with
the skilled graduates that
will drive future productivity and the economic
prosperity of our country.”

A Dyson engineer
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A diverse learning environment
W

ITH more than 130
years’ experience under its belt, Middlesex
University remains a
world-class centre for education,
research and learning. To get to
this point the university has had to
constantly challenge itself, invent
and evolve. And thanks to the expertise and active involvement of
its expert lecturers, you’ll receive
an education that’s both innovative and inspiring.
As a student at Middlesex University you’ll be part of a vibrant
student community of talented
and ambitious students. Staff are
committed to high-quality teaching, keep close to industry trends
and produce internationally-signiﬁcant research. They are committed to helping you develop personally and academically as well as

preparing you for the competitive
employment market.
Students come from all corners of
the globe; a third of students are
from outside the UK – as are many
of the academics. This creates a
diverse learning environment that
gives you international knowledge,
insight and cultural understanding you need to compete in the
global job market.
As well as its base in London, Middlesex University has campuses in
Dubai, Mauritius and Malta, giving
you the chance to study in one or
more countries. The international
reach extends far beyond the campuses with a network of prestigious academic partners across the
world, and Middlesex was the ﬁrst
UK university to achieve the highest rating for its global collaborative provision from the Quality
Assurance Agency. It also has one
of the largest network of international ofﬁces of UK Universities.

Why Middlesex?
 Recently invested £200m in
state-of-the-art campus located in
a safe area of North London
 Single-campus university, with
nearby accommodation
 Excellent student support, from
application to graduation
 Dedicated employability service
and career support
 Diverse student community,
with a third of students from outside the UK
 Located in London, one of the
biggest business and cultural hubs
in the world
 Great social and sports scene
with clubs, societies, trips and
events
 Affordable course fees and living
costs

 Excellent academic staff, with
strong industry links and international experience
 Access to placements in London
 Courses accredited and recognised by professional bodies

The School of Art and Design at
Middlesex University is an exciting creative community led by
professional artists, designers and
thinkers, who inspire and challenge students in a friendly, inclusive and highly enjoyable artistic
environment.
Middlesex University Business
School is one of the leading providers of business and management education and development
in the United Kingdom, and a
leading destination for students
from around the globe. Its courses develop professionals who can
manage ethically, sensitively and
holistically in a range of organisations in an increasingly global and
rapidly changing environment.
The School of Health and Education at Middlesex University offers
exciting and wide-ranging courses
in education and teaching, health
and social work, focusing on supporting students and academics
to achieve their full potential and
make a difference in the world
– whether they are developing
knowledge, applying new skills in
a practical way or undertaking research that has a real, beneﬁcial
impact on society.
Internationally recognised for its
innovative approach to teaching,
The School of Law at Middlesex
University brings together a range
of diverse subjects and develops
multi-skilled professionals who
strive for social justice. From politics to policing, criminology to

sociology, and through the lens of
law and development, it explores
the factors that inhibit equality of
opportunity and impact the human experience.
The School of Media and Performing Arts at Middlesex University
underpins teaching by scholarship,
innovative pedagogy, and leading
research of national and international signiﬁcance. In a broad and
exciting portfolio of programmes
ranging from English Language

to Dance, it emphasises creativity, practical experience and the
interrelation of practice and theory alongside the development of
high level specialist and transferable skills, preparing graduates for
work in the contemporary creative
industries.

For more information visit
www.mdx.ac.uk or e-mail euenquiries@mdx.ac.uk

Your future starts here

Degree and master’s courses available in Business, Economics, Accounting,
Management, Engineering, Science, Law, Media, Arts, Design, Health and Education

Reasons to choose MDX:
— Modern, safe campus university located close to central London
— Currently ranked as London’s top modern university
(Source: The Sunday Times Good University Guide, 2017)
— 91% of our graduates are employed or in further education within 6 months of graduating
(Source: DLHE Survey, 2015)

Our local representative
Global S&C Educatonal Services
22 Sina Street, Block B,
Office 003 2406 Engomi,
Nicosia
+357 22780250
info@globaleducatoncy.com
www.globaleducatoncy.com

— One of the top 200 most international universities in the world
(Source: Times Higher Education World University Rankings, 2016)
— Ranked in top 150 best young universities in the world
(Source: Times Higher Education Guide, 2016)

Find out more by visiting www.mdx.ac.uk/cyprus
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An overview of student life in the UK
F

EATURING some of
the most prestigious
universities in the
world and a great tradition in higher education,
the UK is a leading study
destination for students
offering them world-class
teaching and prepare them
for the global workplace.
An impressive 71 UK universities feature in the QS
World University Rankings,
and four institutions are
currently ranked within the
global top 10.
These
factors,
among
many others, have made
Britain one of the most preferred study destinations
for Cypriots. Many thousands are studying or are
contemplating studies in
the UK. Taking a step to-

wards applying for an undergraduate or a postgraduate degree is not an easy
decision. It is not a decision
to be taken lightly.
There are plenty of things
to decide upon and numerous parameters to take
into consideration. First
and foremost you need to
select the course you wish
to study and then the university you will be applying to. Let’s not forget that
the latter entails taking a
decision on which city you
will live in for the next one
to three years of your life.
Then, there are plenty more
things to look into such as
the application process and
the ﬁ nancing opportunities
and ﬁ nancial support programmes available.
If all these sound familiar
and you are looking into
making a more informed
decision and assistance to
complete your application
process you won’t want to
miss the Education UK
Exhibition. Hosted by the
British Council Cyprus
on November 19 and 20 at
Hilton Cyprus, it’s the biggest education exhibition
for UK universities in Cyprus, offering students and
parents alike the chance
to receive all necessary information concerning UK
studies. Moreover, it’s a
chance to familiarise yourself with the new realities
about studying in Britain.
The exhibition offers potential students and their
parents the opportunity
to receive free face-to-face

Representatives of 66 British education
institutions will be present during
the exhibition to have one-on-one
conversations with visitors
information about foundation,
undergraduate,
postgraduate and distance
learning courses as well as
fees and funding opportunities. Representatives of
66 British education institutions will be present during the exhibition to have
one-on-one conversations
with visitors, laying out the
courses their institutions
offer as well as the available
ﬁ nancing
opportunities

and ﬁ nancial support programmes. This will allow
visitors to ask questions
and receive advice catered
to their speciﬁc case, interests and needs.
Additionally, the exhibition will feature a series
of seminars and presentations delivered by distinguished academics, university representatives, British
Council education counsellors and other specialists.

The exhibition is
organised with the
support of UNITE
STUDENTS and IELTS
and will be open to
the public on both
days from 3pm to
8:30pm. Entrance to
the exhibition is free.
Visitors are advised to
register online at www.
britishcouncil.com.cy/
events/education-ukexhibition to minimise
waiting time upon
arrival to the exhibition
and take part in a
draw for the chance to
win prizes. For more
information, contact the
British Council at 22
585000 or visit: www.
britishcouncil.com.cy/
events/education-ukexhibition

They will present information on studying in the UK,
provide an overview on a
variety of courses ranging
from Accounting and Finance to Art and Design,
and answer any questions
you may have. These will
provide you with comprehensive information that
will help guide you to making the right choice and
successful completion of all
application processes.
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A friendly, supportive university in
one of the UK’s most affordable cities

S

HEFFIELD Hallam
University is proud
to be at the heart of a
vibrant, global community of students and staff
from more than 120 countries and is proud to welcome a growing population
of students from Cyprus.
Among the UK’s largest
universities, Shefﬁeld Hallam is home to more than
31,000 students. Popular
subject choices for students
from Cyprus are accounting,
architecture,
biosciences,
computing,
engineering,
law, media arts, tourism and
hospitality and psychology.
The city of Shefﬁeld offers
both the culture and entertainment of a major city and
easy access to some of the
UK’s most beautiful countryside. Shefﬁeld’s lively art,
music and ﬁlm scene makes
the city an exciting place to
live and study.
“We are proud to welcome
so many students from Cy-

prus to our vibrant, global
community in Shefﬁeld,”
the university’s international ofﬁcer for Europe, Jordan
Aird said.
“We are experienced at offering advice and guidance
to students from Cyprus. As
well as regularly attending
events in Cyprus, we have
Cyprus-speciﬁc information
on entry requirements on
our webpages.
“Our dedicated International Experience Team can
support you from now until
your arrival in Shefﬁeld, including guidance with your
application form and booking our free pick-up service
from Manchester Airport.”
Focusing on your career
Shefﬁeld Hallam takes an
applied approach to teaching and learning with a
strong emphasis on preparing graduates for their careers. All university lecturers continue to practise or

work closely with organisations and professional
bodies in their ﬁelds. The
university’s Careers Team
recently achieved a 96 per
cent student satisfaction
rating, making Shefﬁeld
Hallam’s careers service the
highest rated in the UK.
High quality
accommodation
Shefﬁeld Hallam’s accommodation is all located within easy walking distance
of each of the university’s
two campuses. The university has an Accommodation
Team which can advise on
options to meet students’
tastes, budgets and needs.
Shefﬁeld Hallam runs a
unique scheme to ensure
that any private sector accommodation advertised on
the university website is safe
and good quality.
A global community
The university has exchange
agreements with more than
100 educational institutions
worldwide. As a result of
these partnerships, many
students spend part of their
degree studying in countries
including Australia, India,
Spain, Estonia, Finland, Malaysia, Sweden and Canada.
For study and work placements, Shefﬁeld Hallam is a
recognised institution in the
Erasmus+ exchange programme.
Funding your studies
Cypriot students joining
Shefﬁeld Hallam in Sep-

tember 2017 are eligible to
pay home (UK) tuition fees.
Applicants for undergraduate courses will be able to
access a loan to cover their
tuition fees which does not
need to be repaid until after
graduation. Students can
apply for this loan for the
duration of their course.
Applicants for postgraduate
courses which begin during
the 2017/18 academic year
can apply for a postgraduate loan of up to £10,000
from Student Finance England.

Application deadlines
Undergraduate courses –
Apply through UCAS before
January 15, 2017 to begin
your course in September
2017. Shefﬁeld Hallam’s
UCAS code is SHU S21.
Postgraduate
courses
–
Course start dates are available for many courses in
both January and September 2017. There is no deadline but it is best to apply as
far in advance as possible.

Advice and guidance
To ﬁnd out more about joining Shefﬁeld Hallam from
Cyprus
including
entry
requirements and the latest event information, visit
www.shu.ac.uk/cyprus

If you have any
questions about
Shefﬁeld Hallam
University, contact
Jordan Aird on jordan.
aird@shu.ac.uk

Career enhancing courses

Become a global graduate with a
degree from one of the UK’s most
popular universities

We offer over 740 undergraduate and postgraduate courses:
• art and design • architecture • biosciences • built environment
• business and management • computing • engineering • ﬁnance
• forensics • law • media and communications • physiotherapy • social
sciences • sport • teacher education • tourism hospitality and events

Guaranteed
• Funding opportunities for both
undergraduate and postgraduate study
• guaranteed accommodation
• study in a vibrant, safe and friendly city
with a low cost of living
• opportunities for consultancy projects
and paid internships

Find out more

international@shu.ac.uk
www.shu.ac.uk/cyprus
Shefﬁeld Hallam University International

22

BritishEducation

November 13, 2016 • SUNDAY MAIL

