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Harnessing the
power of technology
N THE digital age it is
important schools keep
abreast of the latest developments to keep up
with their students let alone
lead them down new paths.
The days of the interactive
white board are ending as
newer technologies are introduced in the classroom.
And in Cyprus it is the private schools that are leading
this charge.
The Grammar School in
Nicosia
has
highlighted
the importance of technology and is now a Microsoft
showcase school. “We have
an innovative technology
room,” headmaster Andreas
Asamis explained, “we have
two special rooms prepared
for learning spaces and a
team of teachers is dedicated to preparing lessons
which are available 24/7 on
the internet.”
The students use phones,
tablets and computers in
the classroom and to support them all teachers are
not only equipped with
laptops but have completed training and seminars
on Microsoft certiﬁcation.

I

As our lives move more and more
online, so it goes in the classroom too.
Annette Chrysostomou looks at how
schools are coping with the digital age
The Grammar
School’s ecotown
They also use the Microsoft teaching apps, some
of which are free, some of
which they buy and some
they develop themselves.
The school’s robotic club
has recently represented
Cyprus in a competition in
Dubai for the ﬁrst time.
And it is not just in dedicated lessons, the latest
technology is integrated into
the wider curriculum. Using
a 3-D printer neolythic vases were printed for history

classes recently. In physics with the help of robots,
Lego blocks and a few other
things pupils have built a
frappe-making robot and
constructed an eco-town.
Like the Grammar School,
the Senior School also in
Nicosia is a Microsoft showcase school which uses technology
comprehensively,
head of IT George Kaccoufa
said. This ensures that pupils have access to info at all
times and they can collabo-

rate on their work online.
The teacher can send emails
to all students when s/he
has posted something new
and students can check the
content from anywhere with
their devices. Teachers can
also mark online. In addition, the Senior School uses
Yammer, an internal social
networking service within
the school. It will also join
a pilot to assess Cambridge
global perspectives with access to schools all over the
world.
As well, they will soon introduce multiboards, touch
screen computers with a TV
screen which are more versatile than whiteboards.

But it is not just secondary school children learning
to move with the times. “We
start in the primary school
with Bee-Bot which teaches
programming to young children, and this is followed by
Kodu, which lets children
play games via a simple programming language,” headmaster of the Falcon School
Anthony Balkwill said. The
school has also just introduced an optional afternoon
activity in robotics, and a
team from this club will take
part in the Robotics Olympiad this year.
The educators also care to
introduce pupils to the pitfalls of the technology. For

example, Falcon School students have participated in a
conference on the dangers
and safety of the internet.
Children are allowed to
bring their devices to school.
“All children at the school
have access to this technology,” Balkwill said, “as we are
a private school we assume
they do, though it would be
dangerous to make this assumption in a different environment.”
The technology is used to
help where necessary. For example in English literature,
the pupils can take photos
of what is on the blackboard
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Travel and education sum up
the Falcon School experience
The English writer GK
Chesterton said that the
object of travelling is to
be able to return home
and “see one’s own country as a foreign land”. It
is not so much that we
travel to ﬁnd out about
other places and people,
although that is a wonderful aspect of travelling, it
is rather that we travel
to ﬁnd out about who we
truly are and where we
stand in the world.
The Falcon School aims
to extend the scope of
students’ learning journey
so that it is not limited to
the classroom or even the
school grounds. The formal taught curriculum is
enhanced and further explored by travelling away
from our accustomed and
reassuring everyday environment, so that students
are challenged to look at
themselves with new eyes
in new contexts.
Each year, the children
of the Primary Department travel within Cyprus
to experience ﬁrst-hand
the activities and cultural
heritage of our island. In
this way, the subject content of lessons such as history, geography and PSHE
is made relevant and real.
They also travel further
aﬁeld, throughout the
year, on beach trips, excursions to the mountains
and visits to the Greek
islands, learning more
about the culture and life
of the region. Many of
the Secondary students,
who study geography or
biology, visit Kritou Terra
accompanied by their
teachers, for residential courses exploring
the ﬂora and fauna, the
geology and geography
of the area, while senior
students are encouraged
to participate in tours of
other European countries
such as Spain and the UK
to visit universities and to
see theatre productions.
But it is not only the
formal curriculum which
is enhanced by travel.
The informal curriculum
of the various clubs and
activities in the School is
also extended by setting
out from home. For the
past few years, students
at Falcon have won the

Harnessing the
power of technology

opportunity to represent
Cyprus at international
sessions of the European Youth Parliament,
in Helsinki, Frankfurt,
Riga and most recently
Dublin. This month its
EYP delegation will travel
to Ireland to participate
in a 10-day conference of
debate, discussion of current issues and problemsolving activities.
Although team-building
and Realpolitik are not
part of the formal curriculum, the experience
gained from travelling to
events like EYP outside
Cyprus proves invaluable
for students, building
conﬁdence and strength
of character. Important
lessons about working
with others, leadership
and relationships are
taught on a daily basis in
any good school as part of
the hidden curriculum. To
use those learned skills in

foreign, unfamiliar contexts is a privilege only
granted by travel.
It is for this reason that
Falcon teachers and students can often be seen
outside the classroom,
stepping onto buses, or
boarding ﬂights to set off
in search of new ways of
looking at things. Over
the February half-term
break, groups of students
and teachers had the
opportunity to explore
the beauties of cities
such as Prague, Barcelona and London. The
value of giving Falcon
students the opportunity
to travel as part of their
school experience lies in
what happens when they
return. They are able to
see themselves in the
richer, wider context of
the whole world and are
well-equipped for taking
their place in our global
society.

THE FALCON SCHOOL
...because a great education is the best
investment for your child’s future

Entrance 2016
21 March 2016 | 2:30 pm

Excellence - Creativity - Community - Talent - Awareness

For information please contact:
Admissions Secretary + 357 22424781 | admissions@falconschool.ac.cy

€1000 special discount for entrance to the Fourth grade ( secondary department) 2016-2017
The Falcon School + 357 22424781 www.falconschool.ac.cy
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and save time since they
don’t have to write everything down. Laptops are
used in history coursework
because they allow for effective editing. “They are an
essential way of operating
nowadays,” the headmaster
added.
Another School where
technology is used by the
younger pupils is the Heritage school in Limassol.
Information systems manager Christos Christodoulou
said iPads have been used
in the primary school since
last year, and the idea is to
expand their use to the secondary school in the next
few years. “The children love
it, the parents like it and the
teachers like it, it’s a winwin situation,” Christodoulou said. In the school they
use apps as well as websites.
Lecturers can mark tests,
leave voice memos or put a
lock when a homework assignment has a deadline.
Like at the Falcon School,
the experience is that children have the devices and
can bring them to school.
“Out of 72 kids whom we
asked if they had one 70
had,” he said. In the school,
technology is used for about
50 per cent of the lessons.
While most places are welcoming the use of phones
and tablets, there is a worry
how far to take this within
school. When it comes to
smart phones “we believe
that these would be too difﬁcult to control, with a potential for distraction or abuse,”
IT manager at the International School of Paphos Andreas Georgiou said, adding
“given the great impact of
smart phone technology on
society, this is something we
will continue to monitor. We
have considered the use of
tablets within ICT classes
as we feel that, with good
planning, these could prove
very beneﬁcial. However,
we are concerned that they,
too, may become a distraction. We are also concerned
with practicalities such as
the charging of units, wiﬁ
access, security and maintenance.”
He points out that the
school has invested heavily in technology, and has
computer labs, full internet
access, interactive whiteboards and makes use of

apps as part of the daily
teaching practice.
It’s a positive attitude that
has also been adopted at the
The American International
School in Cyprus (AISC)
in Nicosia. “AISC students,
like their peers around the
world, are truly digital natives, thinking, creating,
processing,
collaborating
and generating new ideas
using digital platforms and
tools,” Michelle Kleiss, the

stressed the need to keep
the overall goals of education
in mind. “It is very important
not to replace the actual
teaching with technology,”
she said, adding “nothing
can replace the teacher in
the classroom. It needs to be
used in a balanced way. We
don’t want to turn our children into robots. For example we use electronic devices
for projects. We ask the children to share a project and

Laptops are used in history
coursework because they allow
for effective editing. ‘They are an
essential way of operating nowadays’
school’s director said. “In
the 21st century, modern
digital citizens will have to
understand the internet and
the web not as passive consumers but as critical thinkers,” she added.
The school uses a new Apple ecosystem which allows
for a wide range of applications and is considering the
use of Apple TVs for an enhanced collaboration within
classrooms. “Using updated
technology to replace traditional tools not only allows
for deeper student engagement, but also for the freedom of creative expression,”
the school commented.
Secondary team leader at
Nicosia’s Highgate Private
School Arlette Shohmelian

not to work in isolation so we
enhance 21st century computer literacy without ignoring social skills. Children
learn to be team players, but
also develop communication
skills.
“The future is going to be
tablets and we are using a
gradual transit,” Shohmelian
added. “Five years from now
the pupils will need a different type of social skills. But
this is the ﬁrst generation
so there hasn’t been enough
research. So for now we ask
them to bring their iPads
and iPhones and laptops for
example for online quizzes
and online voting systems.
They are becoming more and
more part of life but we want
to take it easy.”
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Silverline School is committed
to all-round pupil development
SILVERLINE
Private
School offers quality education for children from
two to 18 years. Enjoying a
superb location, set in its
own spacious grounds just
a short drive from the bustling Limassol city centre,
the purpose built school offers a rich and unique learning environment for all students from kindergarten to
A-level.
The strength of the Silverline ethos is exempliﬁed
in the day to day life of the
school at all levels. Silverline stands for much more
than academic and extracurricular excellence. It is a
thriving, warm and friendly
community, and the positive tone of this permeates
and vibrates throughout the
day-to-day life of the school.
Many parents and visitors
have commented on the
school’s family atmosphere,
and the rapport that exists
between pupils and staff.
Silverline is deeply committed to an all-round
education, and the development for every member
of the community of their
unique gifts and talents
to the full. Staff want each
child to develop a passion
for learning; interests that
extend beyond the conﬁnes

of the classroom; capacity to think and learn independently;
individuality;
and an understanding of
their responsibilities to the
local and global communities. All schools claim to be
developing the all-round
child - at Silverline it is a
genuine commitment.
The teachers, whether
classroom teachers in the
Kindergarten and Primary
School, or subject specialists in the Senior School,
are highly experienced and
dedicated educationalists,
and exemplify the repu-

tation of Silverline – the
school has the very best.
Staff and pupils enjoy the
excellent facilities of Silverline, including highlyequipped classrooms, science laboratory, library,
excellent sports facilities,
and outstanding provision
for music and ICT.
Academic excellence lies
at the heart of the school’s
mission, but it also places
as central to its core values the learning that takes
place outside the classroom, and extending the
all-round development of

pupils. Its stimulating and
challenging After School
Activities Programme is
wide-ranging, with over
30 activities a week taking
place in both Primary and
Senior Schools.
Choosing the right school
for your child is one of the
most important decisions
a parent will ever make.
Words and pictures can
only provide a small insight
into life at Silverline Private School. The school’s
open door policy welcomes
visitors to Silverline Private
School.

An approved and
f llyy licensed school by the
fu

Ministry of
ion & Culturee
Eduuccaattio
Ed

PROVIDING OUTSTANDING EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS AGED 2-18

VISIT US TODAY!
For more information call: 25

71 63 60

Or visit: www.silverlineschool.com
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Taking education to another level
at The Grammar School Nicosia
Optimal
learning
environment
allows students
to excel, with
innovative
use of mobile
and cloud
technology

T

HE Grammar School Nicosia has long established its
reputation both in Cyprus
and abroad as a respected
private school, offering an unparalleled academic and cultural
experience to every student. The
school’s facilities are constantly
being enhanced to create the optimum learning environment where
students can excel.
The innovative use of mobile
and cloud technology on phones,
tablets and laptops enables students to access their daily school
subjects anywhere any time. The
Grammar School has achieved
the prestigious status of a Microsoft Showcase School and in col-

also participate in Educational
Programmes such as the Model
United Nations, Duke of Edinburgh and the European Youth
Parliament.
Consistently achieving academic

Consistently achieving academic
excellence, the majority of Grammar
School graduates continue their education
in competitive universities
laboration with Microsoft has enriched its curriculum with the use
of innovative technologies.
An impressive 100 per cent success rate was achieved by Grammar School students in the Microsoft Ofﬁce Specialist exams.
In addition, the development of
the Robotics programme allows
students to truly experience the
future and challenges them in an
inspiring and creative way.
The wide range of clubs offered
by the Grammar School enables
every student to ﬁnd something of
interest to build and enrich their
skills. Grammar School students

excellence, the majority of Grammar School graduates continue
their education in competitive
universities in the United Kingdom, including those in the Russell Group as well as in other European countries, Cyprus and the
USA.
Grammar School students receive an all-round education and
graduate as distinctive personalities, strong enough to face the
world, conﬁdent and equipped
with the range of academic, social and technical skills to achieve
their goals and motivated so as to
reach their full potential.
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AISC students get future-ready
with latest technology standards

T

he Nicosia-based American
International School of Cyprus has invested almost
quarter of a million euros in
technology upgrades, adopting
international technology standards set by Apple and ISTE
Rapid advancements in all
spheres of education technology have empowered educators
with a remarkable array of tools
that enhance teaching and learning. Apart from interactive class
activities, powerful applications
and high speed internet connections now allow students to learn
“anytime, anywhere,” enabling
them to research and share their
discoveries with peers in creative,
engaging ways.
Recognising the signiﬁcance of
being early adopters, AISC is paving the way for the next generation of learners with signiﬁcant
investments in technology for
their teachers and students. With
a starting investment of almost
€250,000 just in the ﬁrst year, the
school’s multi-phase technology
programme and state-of-the-art
support network, has been carefully created using global standards set by the International
Society for Technology in Education (ISTE), and modeled on se-

lect Apple Distinguished Schools
around the world.
“AISC students, like their peers
around the world, are truly digital natives, thinking, creating,
processing, collaborating and
generating new ideas using digital platforms and tools,” said Director at AISC Dr Michelle Kleiss.
“Educators need to engage students using media-rich content,
as well as equip them with the
technology tools and digital citizenship skills that are now essential in every career pathway, enabling them to succeed as a 21st
century learner.”
The technology developments at
AISC includes upgraded state of
the art wiring, dedicated ﬁbre optic internet, seamless wireless coverage and connectivity of mobile
devices throughout the school,
Apple Macbook Pros for teachers,
iPads for instructional and educational use, digital cameras for Fine
Arts needs, and latest educational
apps and software licenses for student use.
Current and future developments will enable the school to
enhance teaching and learning
programmes, allowing the creative and innovative nature of technology to be a support mechanism

for learning, and providing deeper
personalised learning experiences
for students. AISC’s learning management system enhances homeschool communication, and helps
parents keep up to date with their
children’s progress.
“Seeing the demonstrated success of Apple technologies at
schools around the world, with
their intuitive interfaces, educational applications, innovative
developments, and ease of deployment, AISC chose to
adopt the Apple platform as well as ISTE’s
international
standards,” shared Dr Kleiss.
“With the goal of becoming a 1:1 school, we look
forward to seeing our students create and innovate

in new and meaningful ways, and
more importantly,
engage in and
enjoy
their
educational
journey at
AISC.”

Happy, balanced students achieve more
HAVE high aspirations for
your child’s academic success? Make sure you place
a school’s counseling and
support programme at the
top of your selection criteria when making a decision
about your child’s education. Longitudinal research
has shown an inextricable
link between a school’s social-emotional development
programme, sometimes
known as pastoral care, and
students’ academic outcomes.
“A commitment to academic excellence must be
reﬂected in an equal com-

mitment to excellence in
physical health, intellectual
growth, social competence
and emotional resilience,”
says Dr Michelle Kleiss,
Director at American International School in Cyprus
(AISC), a school that is
highly regarded by parents
for its dedication to their
children’s wellbeing, leading
to strong academic outcomes. “Relationships and
emotional processes affect
young learners, and the better mastery they have over
the socio-emotional health,
the better they learn. Put
simply, happy students are

achieving students.”
With the strong belief
that developing tomorrow’s
world citizens requires a
balanced approach that focuses both on academic and
social-emotional growth,
wellbeing starts early at
AISC. In the elementary
grades the AISC Counseling
programme is delivered
through Mind Up, a schooladopted and research-based
mindfulness programme
that teaches children how
to sharpen their senses,
self-regulate and empathise,
manage their emotions and
reactions and interact in

healthy ways. In Middle
School, the Grades 6-8 Advisory Programme specialises
in teaching students how
to set personal goals, stay
focussed, be organised,
develop study habits, and
handle conﬂict effectively,
helping them to balance
academics and personal life.
In the High School, habits
and attitudes towards life
long learning are an integral part of the academic
programme and university
and career counselling is individualised by the full time
Guidance Counselor.
Placing individualised

care in high regard, AISC
maintains a low studentteacher ratio, currently at
1:7. In addition to this, the
school supports learners
with free after school tutoring programmes by classroom teachers to ensure
learning goals and objectives are well understood.
An established “buddy”
programme that promotes
student interaction from
different grade levels provides a family feeling, while
events such as the Junior/
Senior Student-Teacher
Retreat, and sporting competitions between teachers

and students help foster
healthy relationships across
the school.
“With our challenging
curriculum, and the high
academic standards we set
for ourselves at AISC, these
initiatives help us deliver
a balanced programme,
supporting our students
through the American
University Preparatory
Diploma or the acclaimed
International Baccalaureate
(IB) Diploma in the senior
years, leading to successful
placements at the world’s
best universities,” added Dr
Kleiss.
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LET’S BUILD AN
EXTRAORDINARY
FUTURE
With a “thinking” curriculum, advanced teaching methodologies,
international technology standards and exceptional faculty,
American International School in Cyprus is making rapid strides
towards the future of education.
Discover our incomparable program for your child, visit
www.aisc.ac.cy, or call +357 22 316345 to arrange a campus visit.
An IB World School, American International School in Cyprus is fully accredited by
the Middle States Association of Schools and Colleges (MSA) and the Council of International Schools (CIS).

American International School in Cyprus

www.aisc.ac.cy

P.O. Box 23847
11 Kassos Street
1686 Nicosia
Cyprus

T: +357 22 316345
F: +357 22 316549
E: aisc@aisc.ac.cy
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IN OUR ever-changing world it is
important to ﬁnd an education designed to focus on the whole child.
The American Academy Nicosia
is committed to a values-based
education that teaches students
to celebrate diversity in a spirit of
understanding and tolerance. The
school believes this is crucial to
equip young people for the modern
world.
Educating the mind and the spirit
from the time that children enter the
school as three year olds until they
graduate from the Academy at the
age of 18 or 19 creates a knowledgeable and wise young person ready to
confront the challenges of life.
The American Academy Nicosia is
a private English Language school
located in the heart of Nicosia. It
provides Pre-school & Kindergarten, Primary and Secondary level
education following the British Curriculum. As a school certiﬁed by
the Ministry of Education, its curriculum also reﬂects local variations
to ensure that it also provides students with the Cypriot Certiﬁcate
of Completion of Secondary Education (Apolytirion). The school operates as a not-for-proﬁt organisation,
ensuring maximum investment in

The American Academy
Nicosia: educating mind
and spirit in heart of town
educational development together
with attractive levels of school fees.
Founded in 1922, the Academy
ﬁrst opened its doors as a pioneering school providing secondary education to young women growing up
in Cyprus. Its high quality education created opportunity for these
early students to enter a wide range
of professions or to join other young
women from around the world who
were increasingly determined to
pursue study at university.
Today the school opens its doors
to both girls and boys and has expanded to also provide education
for Pre-school & Kindergarten and
Primary aged children. Students

from all over the world now make
the Academy a truly international
school. This multinational environment not only creates a stimulating
atmosphere but it offers a broad
range of global perspectives to its
students.
The American Academy Nicosia
promotes a balance of academic,
physical and social development for
all students. Its holistic approach
encourages students to be responsible and active citizens. This distinctive community seeks to nurture
students in an atmosphere inspired
by its Christian legacy developing in
each individual the universal virtues
of honesty, care and understanding.

High expectations for both staff and
the student body are central to this
vision in which drive and determination ensure that everyone understands their potential and sees improved performance in all strands of
school life.
The American Academy Nicosia
is dedicated to providing high quality education for each student. It
remains committed to supporting
each family through careful and considerate pricing and effective partnership. Its success is measured in
continuing to see its students grow
in excellence, knowledge and wisdom, becoming citizens with high
values of honour and respect for

themselves, for others and for the
world around them.
The American Academy Nicosia
believes that providing a framework
of care and support for its students
is central to their development. The
school supports the unique range
of social, emotional and personal
needs that makes every student
special, ensuring that each one is
able to make full use of the learning
opportunities within the school.
An experienced Pastoral Care
Team provides counseling and personal guidance, developing programmes of personal and social
education for students. The team
ensures good relationships within
the school community, interacting
with the students, the teachers and
parents. For its senior students, the
team also offers vocational counseling regarding academic and careers options as well as support with
university applications.
Students and parents are encouraged to share any matters of concern with Class or Form teachers so
that issues can be resolved quickly
and effectively by the Pastoral Care
Team. In this way a safe, secure and
supportive school environment is
maintained.

23
SUNDAY MAIL • March 6, 2016

PrivateEducation

Get an international outlook
at The Heritage Private School
THE campus of the Heritage
Private School and Institute,
with mountain and sea views,
is an impressive sight along
the Limassol to Troodos road,
and currently has on roll over
1,000 culturally diverse students aged two to 18.
This Cyprus Ministry of
Education approved and academically selective school
aims to provide the same
high quality of education as
a well-respected UK private
school, yet with competitive
fees. Teaching is in English
following the Cambridge Primary and UK National Curricula, and qualiﬁcations include IGCSEs, A Levels and
a formal School Leaving Certiﬁcate (Apolytirion) at the
end of Year 13. The Heritage
is a Cambridge International
Fellowship Centre and a centre for both Cambridge and
Pearson Edexcel International Examinations. Students
progress to university with
many having achieved exceptional results.
Academic progress, personal and social development,
respect, team spirit and good
self-discipline are all key aspects of the school’s ethos
and nurtured within a caring
and appropriately orderly environment. The well-qualiﬁed

and experienced staff aim to
develop the full potential of
every individual, with many
academic and extracurricular activities to help everyone
ﬁnd their own niche. Students
are encouraged to accept responsibility for their learning
from an early age, and always
be proud of their efforts and
achievements.
There are many after-school
clubs, academic Institute
classes in a variety of subjects, plus an annual Summer
School. Courses for adults
also run during mornings and
afternoons. The sports teams
and the very popular Herit-

age Basketball and Football
Academies participate in
inter-school
tournaments.
Extra classes in Drama, Music and Dance are offered by
‘Performing Arts at The Heritage’.
The school is committed
to sustainable development
and holds the Eco-Schools
Green Flag Award for its environmental approach and
initiatives. The classrooms
in the innovatively-designed
buildings contain interactive
whiteboards, heating and air
conditioning, and are rich
with stimulating educational
displays. The school also has

specialist drama and dance
studios,
sound-insulated
music rooms, well-equipped
science and computer laboratories, tennis courts, cricket
practice lanes, a FIFA Star
1 full-size football pitch, a
Learning Resource Centre,
and a Cafeteria serving homecooked food. The state-of-the
art multifunction hall and the
stunning 1,200 seat outdoor
amphitheatre host school
and community events. There
is ample car parking, plus a
school bus service.
The school was recently
reaccredited with the prestigious British Council Interna-

Winning students and their teachers at this year’s
Outstanding Cambridge Learner Awards Ceremony
tional School Award (ISA) for
“Outstanding Development of
the International Dimension
in the Curriculum”. The Heritage has consistently held ISA
status since 2008 and is the
only school in Cyprus to hold
the 2015-2018 Award. ISA
commended The Heritage for
its ‘enthusiasm, commitment,
creativity and innovative international work’.
In addition, students of
the school won an impressive 23 Cambridge and Pearson Edexcel Outstanding

Learner Awards following the
June 2015 examinations, a
record number for the school
this time. These prestigious
awards are made each year
by the examination boards
in recognition of the top-performing students.
The Heritage Private School
warmly invites you to entrust
the education and pastoral
care of your children to their
dedicated team. Join them
and share their superb modern facilities, excellent teaching, and beautiful location.
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Reaching full potential at The Junior
& Senior School
“The core purpose of our
school is to provide excellent, innovative and creative education that enables
all students to realise their
full potential and to enjoy
a fulﬁlled life as conﬁdent,
compassionate and healthy
members of the global community, continuing to learn,
and contributing to a better
world for all,” says Principal of The Junior & Senior
School Deborah Duncan.
The Junior & Senior
School has a rich heritage.
Educating children in Cyprus with a UK style education since 1944, the school
has expanded over time so
that it now educates children aged from two to 19.
Many of last year’s graduates made their learning

journey with the school over
the last 15 years.
At The Junior & Senior School over the last 18
months the teachers have
been on a learning journey
of their own. They have been
exploring new approaches
to pedagogy through supportive and collaborative
community workshops and
have been using this new
understanding of how children learn in their teaching.
In recent weeks and
months the school has begun to explore the idea of
engaging children in their
own learning so they become independent thinkers.
In particular this has included the idea of ‘learning
pits’. This is an approach
to teaching which helps

children to think for themselves and not be presented
with prescribed answers
which will bypass the very
meta-cognition which will
develop their brains and
their intellects. Essentially,
students are presented with
a problem or a concept and
they have to develop their
ability to think about it, explore it, solve it, all of which
may take them out of their
comfort zone. Teachers can
provide them with guidance
or scaffolding to help them
ﬁnd a way out of this cognitive pit but fundamentally
the child has to ‘think’ his or
her way out independently
or in collaboration with others in a team.
These are some of the exciting innovations taking
place across the school and
which are leading to a constant improvement in academic achievement for students, culminating in many
offers for Russell Group

Universities in the UK, including this year its ﬁrst offers for Cambridge.
The school has always
placed an emphasis on Pastoral Care, ensuring that

Applications to the Junior department take place throughout
the year while the Senior department will hold their Entrance
Exam on Thursday March 31 at 4pm at the new site in Latsia
(previous BOC Sporting Club). Applications are already
being accepting by completing the application form online or
contacting Mrs. Kasapi directly on 22 664855.
This year Academic Scholarships are on offer to high
achieving children; for more details, contact 22 660156.
Or see for yourselves on OPEN DAY on Monday March 28 at
7pm.

teaching is of the highest quality and will inspire
young people to succeed
and grow as independent
learners. Each child is given
individual attention and allowed to grow in conﬁdence
in their abilities and learning. Achievement is carefully monitored so that levels
of innate academic potential can be raised as children progress through the
school. As the school likes to
put it: ‘The great strength of
our school is that we ensure
all our students achieve to
their potential and beyond.’
The Senior department
will move to its new premis-

es in March so that the high
quality teaching experience can be matched with
a beautiful and stimulating
physical environment.

THE SENIOR SCHOOL
invites prospective parents seeking
a personalised education in English (aged 11 to 19), in preparation
for further study in the UK, Europe or USA to attend an

‘OPEN EVENING’ on Monday 28

th

March 2016 at 7pm

The Open Evening will
be held at our new
premises in Latsia
(previous BOC Sporting Club).

ENTRANCE EXAM IS ON THURSDAY 31ST MARCH AT 4PM
We are now taking applications for September 2016
Academic Scholarships also available by contacting us on 22 660156
or apply online at www.theseniorschool.com
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Small classes,
competitive
fees at TLC
“IT WAS the ﬁrst time I was able to
seriously consider sending my three
young children to a school in Cyprus
that ran parallel to the education
they would receive in an ‘Outstanding’ school in London.” Sandra Nardi, Parent Education Consultancy,
London.
Do you want your child to attend
a happy, successful English private
school where every child matters and
their talents and potential will be
developed? Where they are safe and
taught in small classes? Where you
will be regularly informed about their
progress and attainment? Then consider TLC for your child!
The experienced and qualiﬁed graduate teachers work with small classes to ensure that students are challenged and achieve their potential
in a happy, supportive environment.
The dedication and commitment of

staff is evident in the huge range of
free after school clubs, school trips,
extra lessons and school teams. There
is also a football academy, a developing range of Saturday lessons and a
vibrant Summer School programme.
Since opening in 2010 TLC has become an established, popular, happy
and successful 3 – 18 English curriculum school. Visitors remark on the
positive energy amongst staff and
students as well as the relationships
that exist at every level. Set in one
of the most picturesque, coastal areas of Cyprus TLC’s offers a very appealing option for private education.
Small classes, high standards and the
overall scale of the school are also key
reasons why parents say they choose
TLC for their child, and why there is
such a high demand for places.
TLC is also able to deliver a wide
range of courses, extra tuitions and
examinations to students in both the
private and public education sectors,
in English and Greek exams. Adult
courses are also on offer!
TLC has a strong relationships with
parents so that they can support
their child and be clear about their
attainment levels. That relationship
is promoted through their unique
contract with parents and students.
The open door policy allows parents
easy access to staff and the school’s
leadership. As a parent of a child at
TLC you will have access to:

• Three reports per year
• Six weekly reviews of progress
• On-line access to homework and
study programmes.
• A Parent, Teacher and Friends Association
• Open Day when parents can observe lessons
The school is committed to its
community, supporting many local
events through which students come
to realise the importance of making a
positive contribution to society. This
also supports their aim that young
people must develop conﬁdence and
resilience. For example, TLC’s Musical Director ensures that the school’s
choirs support charity functions.
Sport and the performing arts are
two other areas that can help build a
child’s skills, attitude, discipline and
character as well as ﬁtness and they
are growing strengths of the school.
The Principal and Vice-Principal,
moved to Cyprus with school leadership experience in both primary
and secondary. The leadership team
also includes three other senior staff
who work in and have oversight of
Kindergarten, Primary and Secondary students. An Ofﬁce Manager and
Registrar complete the leadership

and team.
Standards at TLC Private School
are high and this is perhaps most evident in the students who have grown
through the school from early years
to upper primary and now out-perform similar age UK children.
The school’s curriculum reﬂects
many of the features of the best English schools bringing their students:
• A Virtual Learning Environment
for off-site study support
• The Early Years Foundation Stage
Proﬁle to support students between
the ages of 3 and 5 years;
• Primary standards in excess of the
expected levels of students in English
schools;
• Regular assessments to track
progress and attainment;
• Internationally recognised exams
(IGCSE, GCSE, AS and A level);
• Work experience;
• Support for UCAS (university)
applications.

Further enquiries can be made by
emailing the school at
info@tlccyprus.com or via the
website www.tlccyprus.com

• A strong personal and social education including the Duke of Edinburgh International Award.
The school does exemplary work
with children for whom English is
not their native language with them
achieving the highest grades in ﬁrst
and second language exams. The
school offers Edexcel, Anglian and
Cambridge exams in this area.
All students are offered a good musical experience and some choose to
work towards internationally recognised exams in voice and musical instruments. In sport the school offers
football, cricket, golf, athletics and a
range of other games plus swimming.
Students have access to an on-site
pool (with lifeguards), hard sports
court, and a full size all weather
pitch with ﬂoodlights. The school will
shortly add sailing to its list of physical activities through a partnership
with Paphos International Sailing
Club. There is even a golf society!
As a registered exam centre, students sit exams at the school. They
are well supported by the teachers
who offer free revision and support
sessions and the school has achieved
good results in both GCSE and
IGCSE exams.
The Directors who are the licensed
operators, have a lifetime of education experience in English schools,
over half of it in Headship. They have
secured the future of the school by
building a strong team and good accommodation. Their strong philosophy, developed over 40 years, can be
felt within minutes of walking into
their happy, bright, well-organised
school which in itself is testimony to
the investment they have made both
professionally and ﬁnancially.

We’re very proud of our popular, friendly and successful school where each individual is valued
as part of our school community. Set in beautiful, safe, inspiring surroundings and offering –

Kindergarten (3-5) Primary School (6-11) Secondary School (12-18)
After School Institute (for all ages)
193 St Georges Road, Peyia 8560
Paphos, Cyprus.

Tel: 00357 26910226
Email: info@tlccyprus.com
Website: www.tlccyprus.com
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Why you should consider going private

S

ome critics say that
the university admissions process is unfair
in that it fails to recognise that many pupils underachieve at state schools
because of a lack of opportunities and high expectations, while private schools
are often highly selective
and are therefore failing if
they do not get excellent results. The parents are also
often wealthy, ambitious
and well educated themselves! But it is the results
of course that matter in the
end, some university admissions tutors might say; it is
not they that discriminate
but the exam system.
With more and more teenagers applying to university,
it is important that pupils
are able to get the best possible grades they can, and in
the traditional subjects that
the top universities now explicitly say they require.
This is what private schools
pride themselves on doing
well; it is the reason that
many parents invest thousands into educating their
children privately.
Around the world, the motivations of parents are similar. They want the best for
their children, often simply
in terms of academic results
and they naturally look primarily to the schools with
the best academic reputations. But parents often
don’t see beyond an impressive list of university acceptances and exam results.
Surely you would expect a
good private school to market itself well, highlighting
its successes. And there is
no denying that any school
that can regularly boast
getting pupils accepted into
Oxbridge or Harvard must
be doing something right.
The question is what?
It might simply be that they
select the brightest and the
best pupils (or those that
have been coached well) in
the ﬁrst place. Or the successes might be the result of
excellent teaching in small
classes, lots of individual
attention, and good advice

about subject choices and
career options.
But what about developing the whole child, including excellent opportunities
in sport and the arts? The
point is that private schools
come in many different
guises and it can be a mineﬁeld choosing the one that
is best for your child.
The point of education is
for children to discover who
they are, what they are good

When it comes to
supporting pupils
to achieve great
results the only
question you need
to ask of a school
is what it will do
when your child
isn’t doing well
at and to get the qualiﬁcations they need to get on to
the next step of the ladder,
wherever that is.
Going to a private school
means that you are statistically slightly more likely to
achieve these ambitions but
primarily because you are
more likely to get the right
grades. The information
that schools give out often
only tells part of the story.
If a school advertises its
fantastic results, then the
purpose is to attract those
parents who are primarily
interested in getting similar
results for their child. But
many pupils will achieve
great results wherever they
go to school because they
are motivated to work hard.
And in Cyprus, many pu-

pils, even those in private
education receive private
lessons on top to support
them through. When it
comes to supporting pupils
to achieve great results the
only question you need to
ask of a school is what it will
do when your child isn’t doing well. How well will they
be supported in school without the need to pay more on
top?
Good
private
schools
should be advising their pupils to take the traditional
exam subjects and supporting high achievement
in them. But those that
encourage the broadest
range of interests and pay
the most attention to your
child’s individual needs,
without the need to go outside the school for anything
extra, are the ones doing
the best job.
Other reasons parents

chose private schools include:
The language issue: if it is
your intention to send your
children to the UK or the
US for university, then it is a
deﬁnite advantage for them

to have been taught in English, especially if they are
surrounded by native English speakers. They can get
a place at university without UK or US qualiﬁcations
or the IB, but universities

will want to know that the
student’s language skills in
English are good enough to
cope with the course.
On the other hand, most
parents, who send their
children to study in an English language curriculum
school want them to maintain a high level of communication skills in their native
language too. So it is important to ask about which languages are on offer and to
what level.
Small class size: Many parents believe this is something worth paying for. Small
class sizes are a good thing.
While it is clearly not the
case that bad teachers can
suddenly teach just because
the classes are small, it does
mean that good teachers
can give your children lots
more time and individual
attention.

Flourish in a Montessori environment at Little Gems
LITTLE Gems Montessori nurseries
in Nicosia and Larnaca are the only
Montessori settings in Cyprus that
are accredited by the Montessori
Evaluation & Accreditation Board
(MEAB), UK. This rigorous external
assessment reassures parents that
Little Gems is committed to the
delivery of high quality Montessori
education and works towards excellence in their daily practice. The accreditation procedure also conﬁrms
that Little Gems meets the UK’s
regulatory framework requirements,
such as Ofsted/HMI, and the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Little Gems Montessori provides
for children aged two to six. The
nurseries put emphasis on a variety
of curriculum themes, where the
child is always involved as a ‘whole’
person. This is a true children’s
house, where everything is child
sized and the whole environment is
available for their enjoyment and
use. The atmosphere is calm, supportive, aesthetic and non-competitive. They are genuine Montessori
nurseries where children ﬂourish,
build independence and grow in
conﬁdence in a family atmosphere.
Little Gems is also centre approved and works closely with
Montessori Centre International
(MCI) – London, to support Montessori teacher training. Through-

out the Easter break, 25/04 to 08/05,
Little Gems will hold its third
International Montessori Apparatus
Workshop for adults. The MCI Apparatus Workshop aims to further
your understanding and curiosity
of the power of the Montessori approach, and to trigger and create
enthusiasm in making learning an
enjoyable and exciting experience.
The workshop is not only aimed
towards Montessori students, but
also to qualiﬁed Montessorians that

wish to refresh their knowledge of
materials, extensions, and ideas.
It is also beneﬁcial to early years
educators and parents that wish to
understand and learn more about
the Montessori curriculum and
method.
For more information, contact Carola
Lång-Howard littlegemsmontessori@
gmail.com, Tel: 22 351319, 99 950070 or
visit www.littlegemsmontessori.com
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The International School of Paphos:
leading the way in education since 1987
A VISIT to The International
School of Paphos (ISOP) will
provide in-depth personalised
information about the philosophy, the goals and the curriculum of the school. You may meet
the staff who will be delighted to
discuss and present to you the
state-of-the-art facilities, the
comprehensive programme and
the dynamic, multi-faceted education awaiting your child.
The International School of Paphos caters for children from 2½
(Kindergarten) to 18 (A-Levels).
In addition to Cypriot students,
it accepts students from all over
the world.
The International School of
Paphos is recognised both nationally and internationally. It is
registered with and regularly inspected by the Cyprus Ministry of

Education and Culture. It is also
an approved centre for two of the
largest UK examination boards,
CIE (Cambridge International
Examinations) and Edexcel. In
addition to IGCSE, AS and A
Level qualiﬁcations, which reﬂect
a globally established standard
of education, the school’s graduates receive a School-Leaving
Certiﬁcate (Apolytirion) that is
recognised in Cyprus, the United
Kingdom and across Europe.
The Careers Department advises Secondary School students
about access to higher education,
professional training and the
world of work. Graduates have
gone on to prestigious universities in the UK, other European
countries, the USA, Canada and
elsewhere.
Students from ISOP frequently

win Outstanding Learner Awards
from Cambridge International Examinations (CIE). Last year, two
students were Top in the World for
scoring the highest marks globally in AS-Level History and IGCSE
First Language Russian. This
year, ISOP pupils received High
Achievement Awards in IGCSE
Art & Design, Dutch, Greek, German & Physical Education as well
as AS-Level History and AS & ALevel Economics.
The International School of
Paphos caters for children at
Kindergarten, Primary and Secondary Levels. The school curriculum, though modelled on the
English National Curriculum, is
enhanced to meet the requirements of the Cyprus Ministry of
Education and Culture and those
of its multicultural student body.

The school also offers afternoon
lessons at its Private Institute.
The facilities were built in 2006
with the goal of having a comfortable, safe and aesthetically pleasing building with well-resourced,
specialised teaching and recreation areas:
 Purpose-built kindergarten
complex
 Well-lit and spacious classrooms
with air conditioning and central
heating, computers, projectors
and interactive white boards
 Three computer suites
 Five science laboratories

 Sports hall and performance
centre
 Indoor heated swimming pool
 Astroturf football pitch, running track and athletics facilities
 Basketball, volleyball and tennis courts
 Art facility with internal gallery
 Music room
 Media room for presentations
and screenings
 Drama Studio and Theatre
 Full wheel-chair access
 Library and bookshop
 Cafeteria

For further information, visit www.paphosinternationalschool.
com, 100 Aristotelous Savva Avenue, Anavargos, PO Box 62018,
8060 Paphos, Tel: 26821700, Fax: 26 942541, Email: info@isoped.org

● KINDERGARTEN

(Ages 2 ½ to 5)
● PRIMARY SCHOOL
(Ages 5 to 11/12)
● SECONDARY SCHOOL (Ages 11/12 to 18)

ENTRANCE EXAMS

OUTSTANDING SUCCESS

For YEAR 7 SECONDARY SCHOOL 2016/2017
(1st Gymnasium)

Once again, students of The Internaonal School of Paphos
(ISOP) have shown their academic excellence by winning
Outstanding Learner Awards from Cambridge Internaonal
Examinaons (CIE) in seven diﬀerent subjects for their
performance in the summer 2015 examinaons.
The following students received High Achievement Awards:
Tutan Rakhman for A
A--Level Economics, Karina Singh for
AS
AS--Level Economics, Jakob Yianni for AS
AS--Level History,
Iosif Ajami for IGCSE P.E., Chiara Larose for IGCSE Dutch,
Panare Neophytou for IGCSE Greek, Sergey Solovev for
IGCSE German and Alina Seleznyova for IGCSE Art & Design.
Together with winners from other schools, the eight
outstanding students were honoured at a ceremony in Nicosia
on 27th January. They connue a long
long--standing, proud
tradion of The Internaonal School of Paphos.
Its pupils have won Cambridge Awards annually for
many years.

FRIDAY 18TH MARCH, 3.00 p.m.
&
SATURDAY, 19TH MARCH, 9.30 a.m.

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED TO TOP STUDENTS
For entry forms, samples of examinaon papers or any
other informaon, please contact the Admissions Oﬃce
by 16th March from 7.30 a.m.
a.m.—
—3.30 p.m.
For entry into other year groups please contact our
Admissions Oﬃce

A leader in education since 1987
100 Aristotelous Savva Avenue, Anavargos, P.O.Box 62018, 8060 Paphos. E-Mail: info@isop-ed.org
Web Page: www.paphosinternationalschool.com Tel: 26 821700 Fax: 26 942541
REGISTERED WITH THE CYPRUS MINISTRY OF EDUCATION & CULTURE
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Flipping the classroom at Highgate

‘It takes an entire village to raise a
child’ African Proverb
From the moment you enter
Highgate you will feel that you
are entering a community; a loving, nurturing and joyful family. A
family of students, parents, teachers and leaders united by compassion, collaboration and consistent
dedication to a shared ethos.
“When you walk through the
gates of Highgate, you are somebody,” a Year 6 Student puts it.
The students are always engaged, involved in innovative and
creative activities. ‘Every child
matters’ has become an expression that emphasises the quality
of teaching which is required today to ensure that all children are
happy and want to learn.
Highgate is a co-ed school from
2-18 years. It follows the British curriculum as it views this
to be the wider option for all its

students and celebrates the fact
that many of its young people
have gained scholarships offered
by the universities it collaborates
with. This collaboration extends
to working with dynamic global initiatives, with a focus on
21st century learning and future
employment for young creative

learners such as the ‘Flipped
classroom’ which promotes independent learning.
Small classes enable each child
to receive personal attention and
support, while the whole school
celebrates their individuality.
The secondary students have a
rich selections of subjects. Students, last year, received the top
IGCSE and AS results internationally. Gifted students received
full scholarships, others gained
awards for public speaking and
the scientists presented incredible projects to European audience.
During each academic year
Highgate provides extensive opportunities for Creative Writing
and Entrepreneurship projects as
well as placing a focus on Emotionally Healthy leadership skills
as part of its Citizenship curriculum. Encouraging leadership

skills for those students who
aspire to this style of learning,
it enhances school achievements with a nurturing and
responsible model by adults
and students alike. Book Week,
Science Fair, Financial Literacy,
Maths Quests, Programming/
coding, Engineering and interschool sport are only a taste of
the many activities the pupils
are involved with.
The school believes that it is
those who have been prepared
to think critically, adapt their
knowledge and believe in their
power, who will succeed in an
unpredictable and exciting future.

www.highgateschool.ac.cy, on
Facebook: Highgate Private
School, Nicosia

Terra Santa
thrives on
tradition of
excellence
TERRA Santa College has
been providing education in
Cyprus since 1646, and the
school thrives on its tradition and history of excellence.
It offers a safe and ideal
learning environment where
students are closely moni-

tored so that any problems
which may arise are tackled
immediately.
Terra Santa College prepares students for further
study either in Cyprus or
abroad (Greece, UK, Italy
and other countries).
It is a non-proﬁt institution

offering high quality education for relatively low fees.
The school buildings have
been recently renovated and
all labs are fully equipped.
All teaching areas are provided with heating and cooling. Sports facilities include
ﬁelds for futsal, basketball
and tennis.
Terra Santa College is an
ECDL examination centre.
The following categories of
education are offered:
Kindergarten / Pre-primary
year: The preschool period is
a special period in the life of
a child since it sets the bases
for the forthcoming years.
Every child is unique and
special with their own learning rhythms. At Terra Santa
kindergarten children learn
through exploration, games,
discussion and other activities that make children’s

learning enjoyable.
Primary Cycle: The curriculum offered is the same
as offered in Primary Public Schools with additional
teaching time for Mathematics, English, Computing and
Italian.
Secondary Cycle:
Gymnasium (Lower Secondary): The programme of study
follows that of the Public
Gymnasiums with additional
teaching time for Information Technology and English.
Also, Italian is taught as a
second language.

Entrance exams for
academic year 2016 -2017
Monday March 21 at 3pm
For further information:
tel: 22 421100, www.
terrasantacyprus.com

Lyceum (Upper Secondary): After Gymnasium, pupils move on to Lyceum and
choose to study in one of the
two directions:
Greek section : Students are
prepared for Pancyprian exams for admission into public Cypriot and Greek Universities.
English section: Students
are prepared for GCE’s. The
subjects offered at GCE include Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry, Biology, Economics, Accounting, English Literature and Modern Greek.
In both the Greek and English sections, English and
Italian are taught to prepare
students for external examinations: IGCSE English Language, IELTS and PLIDA
Cooperation with the University of Cyprus
In January 2013 the Universi-

ty of Cyprus and Terra Santa
College signed a memorandum of cooperation. According to the agreement, Terra
Santa College will operate as
a prototype school of the University of Cyprus. The agreement will assist in improving
the results in all ﬁelds of students’ development.
Recent achievements of students in competitions:
 In the 2016 Pancyprian
Mathematics relay competition for Gymnasiums, Terra
Santa College achieved 7th
place among 80 schools and
1st place among the private
schools.
 In the 2016 Pancyprian
song composition for Secondary schools, Terra Santa
achieved 2nd place at the
Gymnasiums category and
3rd place at the Lyceum category.

